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Jo]o Moyes 

The Duke of Edinburgh yesterday 
apologised for any “offence or distress” 
caused by his suggestion, that gun 
club members 

Tjr-ndlfc were no more 
• . dangerous than 

• ' y cricketers. 

.”‘> 5*./ However, the 
Duke did not 
. 1 '- apologise for 

holding the views that he 
does, and several public polls 
appeared to show that there is con- 
siderable support for his standpoint. 

The controve r sial comments, which 
sparked a .torrent of protest from 
MPs and anti-gun campaigners, were 
contained in a radio interview broad- 
cast last flight. In the interview, the 
Duke sal± "There’s no evidence that 
people who use weapons for sport are 
any more dangerous than people who 
use golf dubs or tennis racquets or 
cricket bats.” 

He added: “If a cricketer, for in- 
stance, suddenly decided to go into a 
school and batter a lot of people to 
death with a cricket bat, which be could 
do very easily, 1 mean are you going 
to ban cricket bats?” 

Prince Philip, who yesterday visited 
Ely cathedral, told BBC radio inter- 
viewer Rob BonneLhe understood the 
depth of public sympathy for the Dun- 


blane parents' call fora total handgun 
ban, but added: Tm not sure that the 
reaction s ... the most rational." 

Yesterday morning Buckingham 
Palace took the unusual step of issu- 
ing an apology after anti-gun cam- 
_ paigners claimed they were “sickened” 
and MRs across Westminster accused 
the the Duke of “blundering” into sen- 
sitive political debates. 

“His persona] views were very much 
focused in the area of how difficult h 
is to apply the law sensibly in these dif- 
ficult situations," said a spokesman. 
“Prince Philip made absolutely clear 
in the interview his horror at the 
Dunblane incident and his sympathy 
for the bereaved." Bui it was notice- 
able, however, that the Duke did not 
actually retract his views. 

His comments about handguns won 

>,. -• 

Out of touch, 

PiVilyaHely, 

Analysis, page 18 

support in a number of public polls. 
Of almost 10000 GMTV viewers who 
phoned the programme’s telephone 
poll hotline yesterday morning, 75 per 
cent said the Prince was righL 
In slate r BBC Radio5 poll, 68 per 
cent of those who called in agreed with 


the Duke's comments chat a complete 
ban on handguns was an “over- reac- 
tion" to Dunblane, while 32 per cent 
disagreed. A tola) of 2,784 people 
ported his views, while 1,304 
notThose figures indicated a shift in 
public opinion since last October 
when an NOP poll found 72 per 
cent supported a ban. 

A survey of L50 backbenchers 
published yesterday by the Harris 
Research Centre found almost half of 
all Tbry backbenchers were opposed 
to any change in handgun laws. 

That contrasted shaiply with 
Labour MPs - 91 percent of whom 
wanted a complete ban, 4 per cent of 
whom favoured the ban on weapons 
over 22 and 3 percent of whom 
ed no change in the law at alL 
all, 45 per cent of MPs of all parties 
warned a total ban. 24 per cent a ban 
on over 22s and 26 per cent wanted 
to leave the law unchanged. 

Eileen Harrfld, the gym teacher wbo 
was the first to be shot by Thomas 
Hamilton, described the Duke’s 
remarks as “very insensitive, crass 
and offensive. 

"1 am glad he has apologised but 1 
would like him to take back what 
he has said and would like to 
think he has thought more 
deeply and come to a different 
conclusion about handguns. We 
are not talking about shotguns or 
rifles but handguns. 



"1 would like 
him to retract what be said and come 
out and say he would be in favour of 
a handgun ban." 

Mrs Hanild still has to undergo fur- 
ther surgery for the wounds she suf- 
fered on her arm. “I think some 
people forget there are people who 
were injured in the gym strug- 
gling to come to terms with their 
injuries. There are people who 
have to live with the conse- 
quences of that day." 

She said if Hamilton had been 
armed with a cricket bat instead of 
handguns, the adults in the gym would 
have had a better chance of deflect- 
ing him. 

Sir David Steel, the former 
Liberal leader, said yesterday in 
Beverley, east Yorkshire: “The 
Duke of Edinburgh's problem is 
that he was bom with a sdverfoot 
in his mouth. 


Ministers reject advice 


to 


W 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor _ 

A Europe-wide ban on the use 
or spinal cord and spleen from 
sbeep and goats in the human 
food chain, proposed by scientific 
advisers, has been rejected by Eu- 
ropean agriculture ministers. 

The extended ban on the 
waste from sheep and goals 
was put to ministers by the Eu- 
ropean Commission under a 
special high-speed emergency 
procedure, on advice from 
World Health Organisation ex- 
perts and die European Union's 
Scfcntific Veterinary Committee, 
A report from the all-party 
Commons European Legisla- 
tion Committee said yester- 
day: "The Commission argues 
that because it may be possible 
for sheep to be infected by 
BSE [Bovine Spongiform En- 
cephalopathy] , producing a 


disease clinically indistinguish- 
able from scrapie, action should 
be taken to prohibit tissues 
which are likely to contain the 
BSE agent to enter any food 
chain (human or animal).” 

The Government admitted in 
March that a number of Britons 
bad died from a new form of the 
fatal Creutzfddt-Jakob Disease 
(CJD) apparently due to expo- 
sure to BSE - almost certainly 
by eating infected food. So fair 
15 cases have been recorded. 

• Although scrapie has existed 
in sheep for centuries, appar- 
ently without causing CJD in 
people, scientists have been in- 
creasingfr worried that BSE is 
a more dangerous form of the 
disease, and that if it spread to 
sbeep then they could, in turn, 
infect people. 

The brains, spinal cords and 
spleen are the most infective tis- 
sues. The Government intro- 



Douglas Hogg: Euro plans go 
further than UK law 

duoed measures to remove cat- 
tle brains and spines from the 
food chain in 1989. But this was 
not introduced for sheep or 
goats. 

Douglas Hogg, the Agricul 1 


ture Minister, told the Com- 
mons committee that the Eu- 
ropean proposal went beyond 
current UK legislation, and 
would require “the removal of 
spinal cord from sheep and 
goats over 12 months ... and of 
spleen from alt sheep and goats. 
It would thus necessitate 
changes in the way these ani- 
mals are handled at slaughter 
and also in trading practices." 

The Commons committee 
then added: “Although the re- 
covery of meeb anicaHy-recov- 
ered meal from cattle has already 
been prohibited in the UK, the 
proposal, if adopted, would pre- 
vent plants currently producing 
mechanically-recovered meat 
from the vertebral columns of 
sbeep and goals from continuing 
with this practice.” 

In the event agriculture min- 
isters decided in Brussels on 
Tbesday to reject the Commis- 


sion proposal It is not known 
how the UK cast its vote. 

Mr Hogg banned the use of 

ducticm of food for human con- 
sumption on 15 September, bnt 
the vertebral columns of sheep 
and goats are used in the pro- 
duction of “mechanically-re- 
covered mear". This is blasted off 
the bones of carcasses, and is 
widely used in cheap burgers, 
sausages, pasties, pies and soups. 

The defeat in Brussels might 
have been expected, because 
only the UK, France, Ireland. 
Portugal and the Netherlands - 
five out of the HU'S 15 members 
- impose curbs on the use of 
“specified risk materials” like 
the head and spinal cord, from 
higher-risk cattle. 

Mr Hogg told the Commons 
in a written reply on Wednesday 
night that the commission plan 
had been rejected- “The conn- 


Railtrack rebuked Net wedlock ends 
for underspending in web of intrigue 


Christian Wofanar 

Westminster Correspondent 

Railtrack has been sharply re- 
buked by the Rail Regulator, 
John Swift, for failing to spend 
£333m it has been given by the 
Government for investment on 
Britain’s crumbling railways. 

Mr Swift said, in a letter to 
the anti-privatisation group. 
Save Our Railways, that Rail- 
track's “current level of under- 
spend » wholly unacceptable to 
me and I expect prompt action 
to remedy this”. He is de- 
manding that Railtrack sets out 
its investment programme to 
"show clearly and unequivocally 
whether or not Railtrack is de- 
livering fits] investment pro- 
gramme. . . 

Railtrack’s underspend m its 
first two and a half years of ex- 
istence amounts to 25 per cent 
of the amount it should have in- 
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vested to maintain and im- 
prove the rail network. Railtrack 
has consistently failed to spend 
the amount it is required to do 
so by the Regulator and earli- 
er this month it revealed that in 
the first six months tifcjthis fi- 
nancial year if only spent £1 93m 

compared with the £259mit had 
promised Yet, profits jumped 
from£lllm in the six months 
to 1 October 1995 to £145m in 
the same period this year. 

Save our Railways said the 
company put profits before 
investment. “For two years, 
Railtrack has broken the Reg- 
ulator's rules on how much 
money should be spent on rail 
maintenance. Now Railtrack 
will have to increase spending 
radically on the rail network or 
risk the Regulator taking ac- 
tion,” said Jonathan Bray, co- 
ordinator of the campaign. 

According to an industry 
source. Rail track's capacity to 
invest has been Inhibited by the 
fact that it has had three reor- 
ganisations once its creation in 
April 1994 and earlier this week 

announced yet another one. 

' The spectre of underinvest- 
ment by a privatised Railtrack 
was raised by opponents of the 


sale throughout file privatisation 
process but ministers said that 
safeguards were in place. 

However, Mr Swift told The 
Independent last night that the 
role of a regulator *was not only 
to wield statutory powers but to 
cany on a regular dialogue 
with Rail track”. In fact, Mr 
Swift’s powers are circum- 
scribed Railtrack has a seven- 
year contract - negotiated with 
Mr Swift -which determines the 
level of its income from train op- 
erators and that cannot be 
changed until 2001. 

Mr Swift’s most serious sanc- 
tion would be to refer Railtrack 
to the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission but he is only See- 
ly to do this if it continued to foil 
to invest over a long period 

A spokesman for Railtrack 
said the company had spent 
£100m more in the first six 
month of this financial year than 
in 1995, but he accepted that , 
targets had not been met “We 
come from a culture where ft 
has been difficult to spend huge 
sums of money because of the 
annual Treasury restrictions. 
There is also the need for our 
suppliers to develop to match 
our spending requirements.” 


Andrew Brown 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

Margaret Anne Hunter had 
been married for four months 
to a man she had met over the 
Internet before she noticed be 
was a woman. 

The crndal due that alerted 
the Mfest Virginian woman that 
I a0 was not as she had supposed 
with her husband, came when 
“his” mother rang and asked to 
Speak to “Holly Anne” and not 
to the Thorne Wesley Jameson 
Groves she thought she had 
married. 

Now she is suing her spouse 
for $575,000 in West Virginia, 
where the couple were married 
last year As well as the fraud 
she charges him with, she also 
wants compensation for all the 
money she spent on food, trans- 
portation and telephone calls 
during the relationship. 

According to her lawyer Seth 
Guggenheim, Ms Hunter had 
every reason to be deceived. 
“Holly had such credible and 
detail ed explanations, excuses, 
and personal history. There 
was nothing that gave my client 
and other people pause,” he 
said. Groves fold Ms Hunter 
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that he was suffering from 
Aids, and that the heavy ban- 
dages, which covered his chest 
at all times when be undressed, 
were to heal wounds he had sus- 
tained in a car crash, rather 
than to conceal his breasts. She 
believed him. 

The couple met electroni- 
cally in the autumn of 1995. It 
is common for men to pretend 
to be women on the Internet for 
reasons ranging from curiosi- 
ty to obscure sexual gratifica- 


tion; and fairly common for 
women to pretend to be men, at 
least in some areas of the Net, 
in order to avoid ceaseless 
propositioning. However, this is 
the first recorded case in which 
such pretence has been carried 
through to the point of mar- 
riage. 

By December last year, they 
had spent two nights together 
in a hotel room. It is not dear 
what transpired, but after- 
wards Ms Groves proposed 
marriage, and Ms Hnnfei; her 
suit dahns, agreed “out of com- 
passion and love'’ 

They were married last win- 
ter in a hotel in front of 60 rel- 
atives of bride. No one from the 
purported groom’s family at- 
tended the wedding; and 
though Ms Groves claimed to 
have Ante, “be” never saw any 
doctors for the condition. Con- 
tacted by 3 news agency, Ms 
Groves’ mo thee, who had un- 
wittingly exposed her daughter’s 

Identity, refused to comment. 

Ms Himter blamed the whole 
thing on the Internet, which she 
no longer uses. “Computer 
users need to he increasingly 
careful with whom they speak,” 
she said. 


til considered, but failed to 
agree on, a proposal banning the 
use of specified risk materials in 
the manufacture of animal feed 
and food-stuffe," he said. 

He did not reveal that min- 
isters bad been considering a 
ban on the use of sheep and 
goat spinal cord and spleen for 
human “food-stufe". 

The commission has been 
asked to make “further pro- 
posals in this area” after taking 
further advice from the EU Sci- 
entific Veterinary Committee. 

Hie Ministry of Agriculture's 
latest progress report on BSE 
said that the Spongiform En- 
cephalopathy Advisory Com- 
mittee had urged ministers to 
consider the possibility of BSE 
in sheep, and “consider re- 
moving the brains from all 1 
sheqp and goats over six months 
of age aL slaughter.” Thai pro- 
posal was enacted in September. 
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Siege goes on 

President Alberto Fujimori was 
desperately trying to find aso- 
lution to the siege in the Japan- 
ese ambassadors residence in 
Lima as 490 hostages entered 
their third night of capture by 
left-wing guerrillas. Page 10 

Clarke’s euro win 

The Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clarice, defeated the Home 
Secretary, Michael Howard, in 
a last attempt to change the 
Government’s wait and see pol- 
icy on the single European cur- 
rency. Page 2 

Bomb lorry sought 

RxLice were scouring London for 
a lorry feared to have brought 
bomb-making equipment to the 
dty. Police urged people to be 
on theft guard against Christinas 
bombing. Page 2 
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Bad blood fails to deter royal p&ssion 


Jo jo IWoyes 


The Duke of Edinburgh has al- 
ways found it easy to reconcile 
his love of blood sports with his 
position as president of the 
conservation charity, the World- 
wide Fund for Nature. 


Prince reconciles longstanding enthusiasm with role for nature charity 


As, apparently, has the char- 
tit “Anvthii 


ity itself. “Anything that he 
does in his private capacity is be- 
yond the sphere of our rela- 
tionship with him,'* said a 
spokesman, Javier Arrewa, 
from the headquarters in 
Switzerland yesterday. 

Anything? “His relationship 


with us has been very good for 
conservation. Wc cannot real- 
ly begin to hypothesise.” 

Not that much hypothesis is 
necessary. Shooting i$ a long-es- 
tablished favourite pastime of 
the Royal Family and Prince 
Phflip’sjetal “bag over the past 
30 yestfs stretches over conti- 
nents, species and runs into 
mind-boggling numbers. 

Figures compiled from press 
reports by the anti-bloodsports 
lobby suggest that m Britain 
alone he has shot stag, roe, rab- 


bits, hares, wild ducks, snipe, 
woodcock, teal, pigeons and 
partridges and pheasant num- 
bering at least 30,000. 

Priooe Philip especially enjoys 
Shooting wild boar on the es- 
tates of friends in Germany. On 
one occasion he and Prince 
Cbariek are said to have (tilled 
50 wild boar in a single day. . 

He frequently invites sport- 
ing friends to the Royal Fami- 
ly's 20,000-acre Norfolk estate 
at Sandringham. In 1993, oiit 
shooting for up to four days a 


week during his seven-week 
stay, he hit his target of 10,000 
pheasants. His shooting parties 
are estimated to have killed 
about 150,000 pheasants over 
the last two decades. 

The Prince rarely listens to 
criticisms of his passion for 
shooting. In 1961, despite 
protests from British and Indi- 
an politicians, Philip, went 
ahead with 'an Indian tiger 
shoot. On that trip he also 
killed a'crocodUe and six urials 
-a type of mountain Sheep. 


Although he has bowed to 

pressure and given up big-game 

hunting, Prince Philip continues 
to defend his love of blood 
sports and has frequently 
claimed that he is calling and 
not killing the animals. 

But while the Royal Family 
’is prepared to consider change 
in many areas, its en thu si asm for 
blood sports remains as much . 
a part of royal life as corgis, 
speeches and divorce. . 

The Queen often accompa- 
nies the Duke on pheasant 


shoots. Charles and his aster, 
the Princess Royal, have or- 
• J stations in which 


they lead rival shooting parties. 

And it seems the Royal pas- 
aon will not cHm with a new gen- 
eration. Prince William is said 
to prefer shooting to any other 
sport; . while Prince Andrew 
took Beatrice on a shoot when 

she was six. 

In October the Duke pro- 
voked an outcry by declaring 
shooting “an intelligent leisure 
activity” for children. He was 
hacking a new bode teaching 
. novices about gun h andling . 


Howard 


forced to 


toe line 


on euro 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


The Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clarke, yesterday defeated 
Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, in a last-ditch attempt 
to change the Government's 
“wait-and-see" policy over Lhe 
single European currency be- 
fore the election. 

The Cabinet derided to Slick 
to its existing policy on the sin- 
gle currency at a meeting choir- 
ed by John Major to review the 
Tories' strategy for the election, 
now expected to be on 20 
March or 10 April. 

The derision means it is high- 
ly unlikelv that any change in the 


policy will he made before the 
electic 


ion, in spire of plans by 


more than lOOTbry MPs to fight 
on personal manifestos, reject- 
ing a single currency. 

The setback for Mr Howard 


was seen bv Euro-sceptic Torv 
MPs as a final defeat for then- 


campaign to foree the Chan- 
cellor to rule out entry inu^thc 
single currency for Lhe lifetime 
of the next Parliament. 

Mr Clarke agreed to return 
in the New Year with a further 
setting out the basis on 


re 


which the Government will 
judge the convergence criteria 
for the single currency. That 
could enable Mr Howard and 
other Euro-sceptic ministers to 
rally in the New Year, but the 
prospects for a policy change 
were discounted at Westminster. 

“As far as the Cabinet is con- 
cerned. it's all aver now,” said 
one leading Euro- sceptic. Mr 
Howard foiled to gain support 
around the Cabinet from oth- 
er Euro-sceptics. “Michael Por- 


tillo docs not say much these 
days,” said one former minister. 

John Redwood the champi- 
on of the Tory right, yesterday 
said the single currency prepa- 
rations were causing unem- 
ployment across Europe and the 
criteria were being fudged. He 
called on the Cabinet to show 
unity: “It is most important 
that the Cabinet speaks with one 
voice, and that there arc no sto- 
ries of splits or rows.” 

A senior Conservative source 
said: “They had a discussion 
about the election strategy and 
then remained in political ses- 
sion to discuss the Chancellor s 
paper and EMU. The Cabinet 
confirmed the present negoti- 
ate-and-deride strategy. 

“It was agreed that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer would 
bring forward a paper explor- 
ing the basis on which the Gov- 
ernment would judge those 
criteria at the right tune.” 

The meeting followed re- 
rts that Mr Howard had de- 
bated the Chancellor when he 
won Cabinet backing for him to 
present a paper lb the Cabinet 
on the single currency criteria. 

Hopes were raised among the 
Euro-sceptics that the his crit- 
ics would ambush Mr Clarke, 
who had made clear he would 
be against entiy into the single 
currency if the convergence 
conditions were “fudged". 
Euro-sceptic Tbiy MPs said the 
French government's use of 
public sector pensions to low- 
er its debts was evidence of the 
criteria being fudged. The Trea- 
sury said it would be after the 
election, in late 1997, before it 
could make any judgment. 

Hamish McRae, page 19 
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Police question fiancee 
of road rage victim 


At 


£ coli 



claims 
wo new 
deaths 


Stave 


Murder squad detectives were last right stifl 
questioning the girtfriend of the alleged Toad 
rage* victim Lee Harvey. 

Redditch police arrested Tracie Andrews, 
27, pictured, two weeks ago in connection 
with the death of her fiance but had been 
unable to interview her in connection with 


the kilfing as she was immedfcrtely admitted 
to hospital. 

Mr Harvey, 25, died from multiple stab 
wounds on 1 December hi an Isolated 
country lane dose to the couple’s home in 
the Worcestershire village of AJvechurch. 

Photograph: F¥V 


The Scottish £. coli outbreak 
claimed two more victims yes- 
terday, taking the total number 
of dead to 15.-^ 

, it brings to eight the number 
of jaensfooers who have died af- 
ter being infected wilh the bug 
. at a chuzch lunch in Wishaw, 
Lanarkshire, a month ago. The 
Outbreak is now the world’s 
second worst, coming after an 
epidemic in Canada in 1985 
which' killed 19 people. 

Health officials insisted the 
outbreak was rinninishing ^ 
spite of annoimdng that tests 
had led to the confirmation of 
another 15 cases of infection. 
Hie total number of suspected 
cases across central Scotland 
now stands at 404, of which 250 
have been confirmed. 

The figure of 404 was un- 
changed from the day. before, 
according to health board offi- 
cials. “The increase of 15 cas- 
es does not mean there is afresh 
outbreak," one official said. “It 
simply means test results have 
come through from the Refer- 
ence Laboratory in Aberdeen.' 

The two latest victims died on 
Wednesday night at MonJdands 
District General Hospital One 
was named as Sarah Cameron, 
78; from Wishaw, whose fami- 
ly confirmed tha t she had been 
among a group of pensioners 
who, attended a lunch at 
Wishaw Old Parish Church 6n 
17 November, where allegedly 
contaminated pies made by 
John M Ban Sc Son were 
served- The second of the two 
latest victims, a 78-year-old 
man, was not named. 

Shortly after the deaths were 
announced, Alex S almond, 
leader of the Scottish National 
Party, criticised the level of 
funding for research into £. cofi 
in Scotland. “The total Scottish 
Office funding in Kcoli 0157 
over a six-year period has been 
£500,000." he said. “That is 
half of one week's shareof the 
National Lottery jackpot.” 
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COMMUNICATION! 


IRA lorry alert 
raises fears of 


London bombing 


Patricia Wynn Davies 


Police were scouring London 
yesterday for a lorry feared to 
have transported bomb-making 
equipment to the capital after 
Scotland Yard disclosed that 
IRA terrorists have been using 


a vehicle yard in the city. 

Grieve, 


Commander John 
head of the anti-terrorist 
branch, issued an appeal for in- 
formation about the 75 tonne 
Ford Iveco lorry, which the 
IRA might have used to bring 
bomb components to the main- 
land. 

The appeal follows a search 
on Monday this week of a 
north-west London lorry yard, 
which Commander Grieve said 
had been “dearfv used bv the 
Provisional IRA. 4 * 

The vehicle, white with blue 
curtain sides, probably had a 
1986 or 1987 registration plate 
(C. D or E), has red bars under 



Target vehicle: An electronic Image of the Iveco lorry 
which police believe is being used by the IRA 


Lhe platform and a red bumper, 
of rad- 


and bears the remnants t 

ed sign writing on the cab 
doors. 

Both Commander Grieve 
and the Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner, Sir Paul Con- 
don, urged people in Loudon to 
be on their guard against a pos- 
sible Christmas and New Year 
bombing campaign by the IRA. 

Sir Paul said his force re- 
mained on a high state of alert 
for a foil range of possible IRA 
strikes, including bombings and 
incendiary attacks on stores 
during Christmas and the Jan- 
uary Sales. 


Commander Grieve said the 
FOrd lorry had been in the 
north London area earlier this 
year. Scotland Yard issued a 
computer-generated image of 
the vehicle. 

“We believe the lorry was 
used at some stage (o transport 
bomb-making equipment pos- 
sibly innocently.” Commander 
Grieve said. “On the other 
band, it may be part of the ter- 
rorists* transport.™ 

The search of the lorry yard 
was carried out after informa- 
tion from the public and with 
the co-operation of Its owners. 
Commander Grieve appealed 
for information from anyone 
who thought they bad seen the 
tony since February but said be 
was particularly interested in its 
movements in June and July. 


He said the lorry might have 
been hired or lent out by an un- 
suspecting owner. No explosives 
or firearms had been found aL 
the lorry yard, and there were 
no arrests. 

“We ace appealing to mem- 
bers of the public to help us 
trace this lorry. It is communi- 
ties that defeat terrorism and 
this is a task everyone can help 
us with," Commander Grieve 
said. 

He appealed to anyone who 
had seen the lorry, owned it, had 
bought or hired it recently or 
seen it parked to ring the free 
and confidential Ann-Terrorist 
Brandi hotline on 0800 789321. 

“It is by making London as 
hostile and environment as pos- 
sible that we have the best 
chance of success,” Sir Paul said. 



Lobbyist’s 
companies to 
be woundup 


Companies run by Ian Greer, 
the lobbyist at the centre of 
the Neil Hamilton cash-fbr- 
questions affair are being ... 
wound up. 

Ian Greer Associates was 
one of the hugest lobbying * 
groups and Mr Greer 
boasted of being the best- • 
connected lobbyist in the 
Tbxy party. Its clients have .. 
included British Airways; - 
British Gas, Carlton TV, 

Peter Carter Ruck and 
partners, Pall Mall, Thames 
Water and Philip Morris.-' 

However, when the libel 
cash brought by Mr Greer 
against the Guardian ' 
collapsed in October because 
Mr Greer and Mr Hamil ton 
withdrew, many of his clients 
left A creditors’ meeting will 
be held on 7 January. 
Christian Wolmar 


Al-Fayed will 
give money to 
pro-life party 

r, - i .i r* . z l.. 


Mohammed al-Fayed has 
m tribute 



promised to conmbi 
money to a new antral 
party which plans to f 
candidates in the gem 
election. 

The Egyptian-born 
of Harrods, who has 

children, isa strong be! . 
in family values and has 
money to at least one , 
Christian organisation. * 

The new Pro-Life Afirance 
Party, founded by Bruno 
QujntavaUc, 25, wants to 
raise enough money and find 
enough candidates to earn a 
party political broadcast on 
television. It will put 
candidates up against high- 
profile figures who are pro- 


choice, such as Virginia 

ficholas LyeQ 


Satellite will 
watch trawlers 


Trawler* are to be 


Bottomley, Sir Nh _ 

or Marjorie Mowlam, if they 
have no pro-life opponent 
standing in their seats. 

A spokesman for Mr Fayed 
said he did not know how 
much money he would give, 
but that he “would not argue” 
with suggestions that it was a 
five-figure sum. Fran Abrams 


to curb 
hah the 


illegal catches > 

’ J iteti . 

"ministers agreed 


chronic depletion of fish 
stocks, ELTmini 


last night 
JPmm June 1998 spy-im . 
the-sky satellite monitoring 
Will be compulsory for boats / 
oyer24 metres fishm^onthe 
high seas and indu str ial 
trawlers. The tracking devices 
are deeply unpopular with 
fishermen but Britain backed 
the plan in the interests of 
conservation. Spain, whose 
fleet is most often accused of 
illegal fishing , opposed it but 
was out-voted. Officials 
sought big quota cuts to 
protect stocks. Katherine 


Mqjorhas 
the last laugh 


John Major is one of six ; 
candidates nominated for the 
BBC Radio 4 Today . 
programme’s News 
Personality of the Year, from 
which Tony Blair was 
excluded over claims of 
attempts to rig the poll The 
winner will be announced on 
Boxing Day. 


Tax-case man 
is cleared 


Lottery £llm 


goes pop 

Britain's first pop music 
centre has been given £llm 


of Arts Council lottery, the 
vardfori 


fourth largest award for a 
project outside London. It 
will be buOt in Sheffield and 
open by 1998. 

A model of the futuristic 
building was unveiled by 
Russell Senior, and Nick .. 
Banks of Piilp'm a Sheffield ' 
nightclub. At least 400,000 
visitors a year are expected. 
Ester Leach 


A businessman was deared 
of corruptly providing a 
holiday for the Inland 
Revenue inspector Michael 
Allcock in return for tax * 
favours. 

A judge at the Old Bailey 
ordered a jury to acquit 
David Shamoon, 66, of West 
Kensington, London. 

The judge also ruled that 
two charges of corruption 
against Allcock, 47, of 
Colchester, Essex, were to be 
dropped but he still faces II 
other charges. 


Minister joins 
the exodus 


Care worker 
abused son 


The trade minister Anthony 
Nelson joined otber bright 
middle-rank ministers, 
including Stephen Norris, 
Richard Needham, and Tim 
Eggar, who have decided to 
stand down from Parliament 
at the next election. 

A former merchant 
banker, he has been MP for 
the safe seat of Chichester 
since 1974, and his departure 
will start another selection 
mpede by those MPs who 
have been displaced by 
constituency boundary 
changes. Mr Nelson, 48, said 
that ‘Tor family and personal 
reasons, I have derided to 
mm my energies to 
something new”. His wife, 
Caroline, a cordon bleu cook, 
is reported to have multiple 
sclerosis. Anthony Bevins 


A former care assistant at a 
children’s home in Northern 
Ireland was jailed for nine 
years for sexually abusing his 
eight-year-old son. 

Originally, he had denied 
committing 15 acts of 
buggery, but after the boy 
gave evidence and was cross- 
examined via a video link-dp 
with Londonderry Crown 
Court, the man changed his 
plea to guilty. The offences 
occurred at the man’s flat in 
the Creggan area of Deny. 


Oujja killer sent 
to Broadmoor 


Health chiefs 
defy charter 


A health authority is 
threatening to break the 
Patient’s Charter by delaying 
operations for more than 18 
months to make ends meet, a 
leaked memorandum shows. 

The internal memorandum 
from Hammersmith 
Hospitals Trust says Merton, 
Sutton and Wandsworth 
health authority “do not want 
any of their non-clinically 
urgent patients to be 
admitted until further notice, 
even where this results in 
patients waiting in excess of 
18 months™. 

Chris Smith, shadow health 
secretary, said: “Patients all 
over London and the Home 
Counties are now going to 
have to wait until next spring 
for treatment because of the 
madness of the internal 
market the Tories have 
imposed.” CoEn Brown 


A Devil worshipper who 
stabbed a 15-year-old boy to 
death after a Ouija board 
spelled out the word “kill" 
was ordered to be detained 
indefinitely in Broadmoor. 

Michael McCallum, 20, 
turned his bedroom 
Walworth, south east 
London, into a shrine to the 
Devil where he lured Michael 
Eazridge and his friend 
Stephen Curran, also 15, the 
Old Bailey heard. 

It ended with McCallum 
sitting astride Earridge and 


plunging a foot-long combat 
knife 11 times into his chest 


and neck, while his horrified 
friend looked on. 


Pension fund 
inquiry refused 


The Government rejected a 
Labour demand for an 
independent inquiry into the 
“scandal” of the British Rail 
pension fund, from which a 
£5 00m surplus is being given 
to the new private 
companies. Viscount 
Goschen insisted in the 
Lords that there was “no 
scandal whatsoever” and 
there were “categoric 
protections™ for pensioners. 
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When the pupils 
are of many 
faiths, celebrating 
religious festivals 
means keeping a 
careful balance 


Lucy Ward 

Education correspondent 

In primary school halls up and 
down the country. Maiy and 
Joseph will find shelter at the 
inn. In one Bradford school, as 
in many others in Britain’s 
multi-ethnic cities, the stars of 
this year's nativity play will be 
Muslim. 

Lfiyeroft First School, where 
all but two of the 400 pupils are 
Muslim, is typical in adapting 
the celebrations of the Christ- 
ian calendar to suit its young 
population. “Away in a Manger** 
and other carols wfl) be sung, 
complete with references to. 
the birth of Jesus, but references 
to the Christ child as the Son of 
God will be omitted to avoid 
conflict with Islamic beliefs. 

Similar compromises have 
;beeo worked out by many 
schools with a mix of faiths to 
prevent the land of incident 
which marred a Birmingham 
secondary school's rehearsal 

Wishwbod Heath Secondary, 
which is 60 per cent Asian, yes- 
terday launched an internal in- 
vestigation. after Israr Khan, a 
maths feather, leapt from his 
seat and shouted to’ pupils 
watching the rehearsal “who is 





Nativity scene: Mary, Joseph and Jesus wilt be portrayed in many mixed-faith schools. Top left, Israr Khan, who disrupted a school rehearsal Main photograph: Barry Lew&Netwoik 


your God?", prompting some to 
reply ‘ Allah* ’ and boo the main- 
ly white choir. 

Bir mingham e ducation au- 
thority said that Mr Khan stayed 
at home yesterday “by mutual 
consent* - , bat the carol concert 
on Wednesday went ahead as 
planned. The dry council yes- 
terday insisted that the incident 
should pot fae allowed to detract 
from Christmas celebrations in 
Birmingham’s. 500 schools 
where “pupils of .all faiths are 

date iathb Oiristiah^i^^^. 


But the teacher’s outburst 
rekindled the debate over 
schools’ attempts to mark reli- 
gious festivities, with tradition- 
alists of both Islamic and 
Christian faiths claiming that 
pupils should not be forced to 
take part in celebrations of be- 
liefs they did not share. 

Professor Robert Jackson, 
director of (he religions and ed- 
ucation research unit at 
wick University, believes such 
inodepls are Ekely to be rare as 
schools grow increasingty sen- 
sitive to the best' means of. bal- 


ancing a respect for the faiths 

of pupils and parents with a de- 
sire to promote understanding 
of other cultures. 

“Matty would treat these is- 
sues very, very carefully in- 
deed. That is not to say they 
would dedde not to touch them 
at all, but it would be a process 
of conversation with the parent- 
teacher association, parent gov- 
ernors and others m order to 
win the confidence of people." 

Schools decide their own 
policy on celebrating religious 
festivals, with certain guide- 


lines and requirements cover- 
ing reb'gjous education and col- 
lective worship. Much depends 
on the contribution of the local 
authority in offering advice, 
and the enthusiasm of individ- 
ual beads and teachers. 

Religious education special- 
ist Professor John Hull, of 
Birmingham University, sug- 
gests that most schools find 
their own way through the faith 
minefield with considerable 
success. The mistake made by 

many traditio nalis t commenta- 
tors, he believes, is to confuse 


the collective worship schools 
must offer with the land of sa- 
cred worship practised in a 
church, mosque or synagogue. 

“In schools, pupils, parents 
and teachers are collected to- 
gether acknowledging (heir dif- 
ferences. They never have a 
service that purports to repre- 
sent the worship of all these 
people,” he saicL 

The toy forschools aiming to 
involve all children is to keep the 
emphasis oh education, not 
Worship. The law requires that 
religious ladling must not in- 


doctrinate, allowing schools to 
explain the meaning of events 
from Passover and Eid to Diwali 
and Ramadan without crossing 
the line into active celebration. 

David Parker, head of Lily- 
croft Fust School, has consult- 
ed widely with parents over 
religious education and worship. 
“Once parents realised we were 
not threatening to subvert any- 
thing, they were very support- 
ive. If they trust thai you are not 
undermining their faith then the 
problems don’t exist.” 

Leading article, page 17 




Jealousy plunges Gulf 
veterans into civil war 


ton Burrell 

Just when Britain’s Gulf War 
veterans have the Ministry of 
Defence on the run, they are 
being laid low by a new enemy. 

A noxious cloud of suspicion, 
jealousy and mistrust has de- 
scended on the soldiers, draw- 
ing them into battle, this time 
to fight with each other. 

The in-fighting has led to a 
succession of top-level sackings 
and resignations, with members 
of the two Gulf veterans’ asso- 
ciations at loggerheads, accus- 
ing each other of incompetence 
and poaching members. ' 

“For us to be diverting our 
energies into all this internal 
wrangling cannot be good,” 
said one vet. “It's just what the 
MoD want." 

Much of the jealousy sur- 
rounds one family, which has 
established itself at the hub of 
the veterans* campaign for 
treatment and compensation. 

Ian Hill, the chairman of the 
National Gulf Veterans and 
Families Association (NGV- 
EA.), served in the war for un- 
der a week but was exposed to 
a mixture of drugs designed to 
protect him from Iraqi chemi- 
cal attack He became so ill that 
he had to be flown home. 

He has become the most 
high-profile of Britain’s Gulf 
veterans, campaigning tire- 
lessly, but he is now seriously 
• unwell. He has repeatedly 
warned that he has only months 
to live. 

Hfll uses the title “Major- 
Chevalier”, which he acquired 
from the Polish order of St 
Stanislaus, and his wife Carole, 
a nurse, uses the title of Dame 
from the same source. 

Next month. Major Hill is 
due to sail to America to be- 
come the first British veteran to 
be treated in a programme 
sponsored by the Royal British 
. Legion and other raihtaiy char- 
ities. 

Dame Carole is a member of 
the NGVFA execntive com- 
miuee, although she did not 
serve in the Gulf. Neither did 
her daughter Debbie and Ian’s 
brother David, who are also on 
the committee which meets at 
die Hills’ family home. 

In recent weeks, the NGV- 
FA committee has fired its 
rice-chairman and treasurer 



frrW , 
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Divided front: Ian Hill, a Gulf War veteran and his wife 
Carole, at their home hi Lymm PhotographrMartin Rickett 


following votes of no-confi- 
dence. Several regional helpers 
have also been dispensed with 
and a succession of regional co- 
ordinators have resigned in 
protest. 

Ben Gunn, the sacked trea- 
surer, said: “They said I was not 
doing my job as treasurer. The 


charitable ann of the organi- 
sation. Phil Sherwood, 37, a - re- 
gional co-ordinator, said be 
felt “disgusted" by the sackings. 
"They were two people that I 
felt I could trust," he said. 

Others took a contrary view. 
Tbny Flint, an NGVFA com- 
mittee member who supported 


Tt has turned into a family circus. I was 
vice-c hairma n - supposedly number 
two - but I was kept in the dark 


IAUVZVU1 

didn’t like it." Andy Hagan was 
sacked as NGVFA vice-chair- 
man after speaking out m swg- 
pon of Mr Gunn. He said: s 
incredible. It has turned into a 
femfly circus. I was vice-chair- 
man and suppose^ number 
two but I was kept m the dark. 

Both men now expert 
sacked from the NGVFA 
Benevolent Association, me 


Gunn’s sacking, said the trea- 
surer was over-zeakius. “He was 
q uer yin g sniff that there was no 
need to query ” 

. Major Hfil. who said he was 
not interested in politics, only 
helping the veterans, accused 
Mr Gunn of being involved in 
a “power-struggle” to move 
the assodationfrom its Man- 
chester base to his home of Not- 


An other source of discontent 
is the relationship between the 
NGVFA and the Newcastle- 
based Gulf Veterans’ Associa- 
tion (GVA) which was set up a 
year earlier in 1993. 

In recent weeks nearly 400 
GVA members have received 
letters at borne from Eddie 
Blendi, a former GVA chair- 
man who is now a member of 
the NGVFA, asking them to 
swap allegiance. 

Lany Cammock, 58, the 
treasurer of the GVA, said: “I 
am extremely disappointed tty 
it At the end of the day we are 
all after the same cause; to find 
out what's wrong with our lads 
and bow to treat it.” He ad- 
mined that the GVA had prob- 
lems in staffing its office. 

This week, Carole Hfll said 
the GVA no longer existed 
and that she was seeking to 
have its helpline diverted to the 
NGVFA “We have taken over 
the GVA completely now,” she 
said. 

' Some 2,200 Golf War veter- 
ans are pursuing legal cases 
against the MoD seeking com- 
pensation for the illnesses they 
suffered after returning from 

the conflict 

Soldiers were left exhausted 
and depressed, often with 
breathing difficulties. Some de- 
veloped bowel and liver prob- 
lems and scores have 
committed suicide. Some claim 
to have bad babies born with 
physical abnormalities. . 

Lawyers acting for the sick 
veterans say their illnesses were 
caused by a combination of the 
chemicals they were exposed to 
- pesticides, tablets and inoc- 
ulations against chemical war- 
fare - and leakage from Iraqi 
chemical weapons dumps. Fur- 
ther problems were caused by 
the stress of fighting. 

Richie Turnbull, who re- 
signed as a NGVFA regional 
co-ordinator because of the 
in-fighting but still works with 
vets in North Wales and 
Merseyside, said the feuding 
was down to Gulf V&r illness 
itself 

“People are losing their 
homes, they are losing their jobs 
and they are trying to gfit their 
war pensions," he said. *The 
pressure is showing in their re- 
lationships both personal and 
professional." 
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Institution 


Real Rank 




Percentage of 
staff entered 


University of Oxford 6.68 91 

University of Cambridge 6.49 gj 

London School of Economics 6.28 97 

Imperial Collie, London 5,99 9 q 

University College London 533 91 

UMIST 5.61 86 

University of Bath 5.56 89 

University of Warwick 5.51 98 

Lancaster University 5.5 gj 

University of York 5.47 g| 

University of Essex 5.45 gg 

University of Edinburgh 5.35 94 

University of Sussex 535 87 

University of Bristol 534 86 

University of St Andrews 523 87 

University of Wfeles, Cardiff 512 86 . 

University of Durham 512 88 . 

University of Sheffield 511 85 . 

Cranfield University 52 46. 

University of Southampton 51 83. 

Royal Holloway, London 5.2 83. 

School of African and 

Oriental Studies 5.19 88 . 

King's College London 5.16 85. 

University of Manchester 5.12 91. 

University of Birmingham 5.10 86 . 

University of Leeds 5.07 87. 

Goldsmiths College, London 5.04 81. 

University of East Anglia 437 88 . 

University of Surrey 437 78. 

University of Nottingham 4.96 88 . 

Loughborough University 4.92 81. 

Birkbeck College 437 92. 

University of Reading 435 88 . 

University of Glasgow 4.79 76.' 

Aston University 4.77 69. 

Heriot-Watt University 4.77 69J 

University of Liverpool 4.75 82.1 

University of Salford 4.75 67.1 

University of Newcastle 

upon Tyne 4.72 86 .! 

University of Stirling 4.7 76.: 

University of Leicester 4.68 89.4 

Queen Maty and 

Westfield College 4.6 82.1 

University of Dundee 4.59 76.' 

University of Strathclyde 4.58 73.1 

Open University 4.57 49.1 

University of Eketer 4.55 80.5 

University of Wales, Swansea 4.54 731 

The Queen's University 

of Belfast 4.51 73.5 

University of Bradford 4.44 88.4 

Keele University 4.34 88 .G 

University of Kent at Canterbury 4.33 82.4 

University College 

of North Wales, Bangor 431 67.7 

Brunet University 417 753 

University^ Aberdeen 411 913 

University of Ulster 4.17 543 

University of Hull 4.04 883 

University of Wales, 

Aberystvtyth 3.99 86.8 

City University 332 63.7 

Sheffield Haliam University 3.56 27.6 

University of Wales. Lampeter 3.55 93.4 

University of Westminster 331 29.3 

Nottingham Trent University 312 30.9 

University of Greenwich 31 26.6 

University of Hertfordshire 3.16 27.7 

University of Portsmouth 3.12 43.9 

South Bank University 3.12 22.3 

University of Plymouth 3.1 44.8 

Napier University 3.08 17.0 

University of Brighton 3.04 44.9 

Oxford Brookes University 236 48.1 

University of Wdst 

of England. Bristol" 2.93 273 

Manchester Metropolitan 

University 237 34.4 

University of Sunderland 236 291 

Robert Gordon University 233 32.6 

University of Glamorgan 2.77 17.5 

Liverpool John Moores 

University 2.77 36.4 

University of East London 2.72 363 

University of Northumbria 

at Newcastle 2.69 26.0 

University of North London 2.69 373 

Middlesex University 2.68 43.1 

De Monttort University 2.67 52.3 

University of Central Lancashire 2.63 21.9 

Glasgow Caledonian University 2.63 31.5 

Leeds Metropolitan University 2.63 22.7 

Thames Valley University 2.63 10.0 

University of Lincolnshire 

and Humberside 2.6 20.7 

University of Huddersfield 2.53 44.5 

Kingston University 2.53 33.3 

Coventry University 2.48 341 

Umieisity College 

of Wales, Newport 235 19.4 

Staffordshire University 211 38.4 

London Guildhall University 21 36.0 

University of Paisley 2.19 19.4 

University of Derby 219 25.9 

Anglu Polytechnic University 2.08 23.2 

University of Abertay Dundee 1 .99 35.5 

Bournemouth University 1.97 183 

University of Central England 

in Birmingham 1.97 34.4 

University of Wolverhampton 1.79 27.3 

University of Teesside 1.74 32.1 

University ef Luton 1.72 28.0 

Thn universiTv rankings are based on the overage point's scored 
tr, earn rtracarchcr entered ter the exercise. 

pcmi$ score has Been calculated from the scores awarded 
! j uRMnuiws fcn the Higher Education funding Ccunci. There are 
trades from ! Unuu£h 2. 3a. 3b. J. 5 to 5*. 
number cf researchers scoring each grade has been 
■r..V;is!jtrcf, added and emitted b. the total number of researchers 

Tiv' uhic also shows the percentage of university staff put 
iniv.jto bv each university. 

The more specialised institutions and the colleges of higher 

i-rtHWhcni haw? been omitted. 


Rankings open rift in Oxbridge 


Jnifith Judd 

Education Ed tor 

Oxford and Cambridge universities 
were yesterday locked in a dispute over 
which had come top in the most ex- 
tensive university research ranking 
carried out in Britain. 

. Oxford was top of the list for the 
highest average score for each of its 
researchers in the exercise, bat it en- 
tered a smaller proportion of dons. 

. The London School of Economics 
produced its own league table to show 
that if Cambridge’s decision to enter 
98 per cent of dons were taken into ac- 
count, it would come top. In the same 
table the London School of Econom- 
ics was second and Oxford, which en- 
tered 91 per cent of its.dons, third. 

The assessment of 5(1000 academics’ 
research will be used to distribute 
£700m to university departments next 
year. Those with the lowest ratings will 
receive no money from the Higher 
Education Funding Council’s research 
budgets. 

A spokeswoman for Cambridge 
said they were pleased with the results: 
“In many ways, we have done better 
than Oxford. It depends how you 
look at the figures. We have encour- 
aged heads of department to put in as 
many people as posable.” 

But a spokeswoman for Oxford 
said: “We are quite happy about the 
way in which we put our entry together. 
Our figures hold up pretty welL We are 
very pleased the results of the exercise 
confirm the range and strength of Ox- 
ford’s research and the international 
standing of the university.” 

Universities were allowed to choose 
what proportion of academics they en- 
tered for the exercise but those not in- 
cluded will not be eligible for funding. 
Some put prestige before funding. 
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Tomorrow's world: Postgraduates working on an argon ion laser in the Clarendon laboratories at Oxford University Photograph: John Lawrence 


Warwick, which came fourth in the 
LSE table, pointed out that only two 
otber universities beside itself- Cam- 
bridge and the LSE— submitted almost 
all their staff. 

The old universities dominated the 
top places, as they did when the last 
exercise was carried out four years ago. 
Among provincial universities, Bath 
and Warwick did best. But the new uni- 
versities, which were polytechnics un- 
til four years ago, improved their 
performance, with an increase in the 


number of departments reaching the 
grades at whim most work must be of 
national excellence from 96 to 351: 

■ The new universities ofVVfestminster, 
Portsmouth, Thames \frlley. East Lon- 
don and Liverpool John Moores re- 
ceived top grades for some work. 
Sheffield Haliam bad the highest 
rating of the new universities. 

In traditional universities, the num- 
ber of departments reaching stan- 
dards of international excellence in at 
least some areas increased sharply. 


Professor Brian Fender, the fund- 
ing co uncil' s chief executive, said: 
“International excellence is not con- 
centrated in tiny numbers of univer- 
sities and colleges. The best 
universities have improved their 
international standing. Many other in- 
stitutions have also performed im- 
pressively by identifying and building 
on their strengths ” 

The Funding Council meets next 
month to decide how to distribute re- 
search funds. It already concentrates 


most research money on a compara-4 
lively small number of universities. 

Gillian Shephard, the Secretary of 
State for Education, has suggested the 
concentration might increase. 

But Professor Fender said the aim 
was for the country to fund the best 
possible research for the money: “If it 
turns out that we could fund tliat bel- 
ter by a more concentrated distribu- 
tion than is the case at the moment 
then why not? But the evidence doesn't 
point in that direction. 0 
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Tory flagship’s house sales ruled unlawful 


.. Fran Abrams 

. Political Correspondent 

The London Borough of 
i.V&ndsworth acted unlawfully 
i when it sold off council houses 
v without, taking into account its 
£ duties to the homeless, ac- 
,, cording to an auditors 1 report 
'■ published last night. 


when Sir Paul Beresford, now 


an environment minster, was 
leader of the coimdL Sir Paul 
joined the council in 1978, the 
year it started selling off some 
of its homes, and was chair of 
housing policy from 1980 until 
1983. 

Wandsworth's arrangement 
was reputed to have formed the 
basis of the one adopted by 
Westminster, whose former 
leader. Dame Shirley Porter, 
and eight other councmors were 
surcharged £3 1.8m by the dis- 


trict auditor. However, yester- 
day’s report, although critical, 

surcStfges or high court action. 

The investigation by Rowland 
Utile, a partner with the ac- 
countancy firm Binder Hamlyn, 
rejected claims that the coun- 
cil -which was held up as a flag- 
ship for Tory- run local 
^wminem-hadjnmxiDCcdhs 
policy in order to attract Con- 
servative voters into the area. 
The council “misdirected itself 


in law" when it assumed that it 
was entitled to strike a balance 
between its desire to increase 
home ownership and its duties 
to the homeless, the report says. 
It should have considered the 


housing, the report said. The re- 
port also critiascd the council’s 
failure to consider whether the 
properties would be mortgage- 
able or not. Many were in high- 


rise properties and buyers 
found them hard to sell on. 

A council paper which de- 
clared the policy a success, 
published just after Sir Paul be- 
came an MF in 1992, was im- 
balanced and “fell far short of 
acceptable standards", the au- 
ditor found. As a result, mem- 
bers who voted to open up 
new sales areas were acting on 
inadequate information. 

Last night. Labour' con- 
demned Wandsworth and called 


for nine Conservative prospec- 
tive parliamentary candidates 
who have links with the coun- 
cil to reject its bousing policies. 

Tony Belton, the Labour 
group leader in TOuidswonh 
who brought the polity to the 
auditor’s attention, said it was 
“yet another example of Tbry 
sleaze". And he added: “People 
have had enough of grubby 
Tory politics - especially those 

Wandsworth residents in se- 
vere medical need of rehousing, 


those (rapped in flats they 
bought from the Tories but 
which are now worth peanuts, 
those facing ever-soaring repair 
bills and those homeless 
through no fruit of their own." 

Sir Paul was in Italy on min- 
isterial business last night but he 
asked his special adviser to 
point out that the auditor's re- 
port was based on legal advice. 
Wandsworth had had different 
advice, he said. In addition, be 
pointed out that no individual 


officer or member of the coun- 
cil was criticised. 

The current council leader, 
Edward Lister, said the report 
set the record straight. 
Wandsworth had always acted 
reasonably and had paid prop- 
er regard to its legal powers and 
duties, he added. "The council's 
policy of encouraging home 
ownership has been a great 
success. It has helped to make 
Wandsworth estates attractive 
places to live." 


* 




eseltine admits to 
false accusation 


Former helicopter chief turns his talents to design in the farmyard 




- Colin Brown 

. Chief Political Correspondent 

•_ Michael HeseUine has admitted 
making unfounded allegations 
aga in st a civil servant in his 
evidence to a cross-party Com- 
I moos select committee. 

■ The Deputy Prime Minister 
admitted the mistairp in a let- 
ter to the Commons select com- 
mittee on public affair s, and 
asked the MPs to “disregard this 
part of my evidence 1 ". 

The embarrassing retraction 
followed a sustained attack on 
civil service leakers by Mr Hes- 
eltine at a bearing of the com- 
mittee in which he referred to 
the disclosure of an internal 
Treasury paper in the s umm er 


He did not identify the dvil ser- 
vant, but it was thought to be 
Helen Goodman, who applied 
. to stand for the Labour seat of 
Barnsley East but withdrew. 
She is now on maternity leave 
and was cleared of any in- 
volvement in the leaking of the 
document. 

Mr Heseitine wrote: “1 men- 
tioned in my replies to questions 
that I understood that a Labour 
candidate had leaked docu- 
ments whilst a civil servant. On 
re-reading my papers I find 
that I had misread the original 
press report." 

Mr Heseltme’s letter rein- 
forced his attack on the civil ser- 
vice unions. “X find it depressing 
that trade union officials speak- 


ing on behalf of semor civil ser- 
vants are in practic e supporters 
of the Labour Party. Tins must 
inevitably raise questions as to 
the degree of detachment they 
bring to their pronounce- 
ments.'’ 

Leaders of the civil service 
unions, who protested to Sir 
Robin Butler, the head of the 
civil service, were outraged by 
the letter. “He has admitted he 
was wrong, but he has still not I 
apologised," said one dvil ser- 
vice leader. 

The leaders of an the mam 
dvil service unions, represent- 
ing top dvil servants in White- 
hall, including ministerial press 
officers, held a press conference 
to deny Ins allegations. 
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pe gofxRifef^Cows on-tfie Baynards Park estate at Cranieigh in Surrey lying on the water beds designed by Alan Bristow who says that his 
herd produces mote mDk, is at less risk of knee injuries and lives more hygienically than with conventional straw Photograph: John Lawrence 

Water beds 
add a little 


the winter 
cowshed 

Louisa Jury 


A helicopter pioneer turned 
farmer, Alan Bristow, has 
brought a touch of the bordel- 
lo to the cattle shed. His 450 
cows are spending the win ter on 
water beds designed by him. 

Mr Bristow, the former head 
of Bristow Helicopters, the 
world’s biggest helicopter air- 
line, devised the strengthened 
rubber beds after deciding that 
the £50,000 he was spending 
each year on straw could be put 
to better use. 

He claims that his system is 
more hygienic because it avoids 
the problem of bacteria grow- 
ing m the straw. They are also 
more comfortable for the herd 
which normally face the winter 
hazard of knee injuries on 
straw-covered floors. By train- 
ing the ccrws to lie down with 
their heads away from the pen 
entrance, automatic scoops can 
even whisk away any slurry 

they produce. 

When Mr Bristow unveiled 
his latest invention at agricul- 
tural shows this year, he was in- 
undated with orders. He has 
patented the design and li- 
censed Dunlop in Holland to 
make the beds, which cost 
around £100 each, after they 
have been tested at his 2,000- 
acre farm Cranieigh, Surrey, 
where he has 252 in use. 

Speaking at his farm yester- 
day, Mr Bristow said: “Water 
beds have sleazy connotations 
of cheap bordellos and motels, 
but nothing could be further 
from the truth. 

“It is designed to improve the 
health, welfare and comfort of 
our cows and improve the qual- 
ity of the food ... It has in- 
creased milk production by 
about.6 per cent." 

The idea won the Duke of 
Edinburgh's award at the Eu- 
ropean Dairy Fanning Event at 
Stoneleigh last September- The 
award wasfor the invention that 
made the biggest contribution 
to the diary industry in 1996. 
“We won it against the big boys 
like Ta. You could have 
knocked me down with a feath- 
er," Mr Bristow said. 
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Stadium 
plans raise 
a united 
storm on 
the moor in 
Newcastle 


Charlie Bain 

and Ian Burrell 

Newcastle United Football Chib 
sparked uproar on Tyneside 
last night alter unveiling a f 65m 
plan to build a new “super- 
stadium” on a historic swathe of 
land in the city's centre. 

The dub wants to build a new 
5 5. 000-sea ter stadium on Town 
Moor, which has been in com- 
mon ownership for over 700 
years. The move has caused a 
rift between local councillors 
and outraged local protesters 
who have fought to preserve the 
open space from development. 

The proposal follows months 
of behind -the -see nes wrangling 
between the club, council chiefs 


and City Freemen, who control 
the 1300-acre moor. Sir John 
Hall, chairman of Newcastle 
who is turning the club into a 
continental-style sporting dub 
with teams playing several dif- 
ferent sports will be applying for 
planning permission for the 
stadium early in January and re- 
main hopeful of getting coun- 
cil backing. 

Gty councillors were given a 
sneak preview of the new plans 
at a confidential briefing on 
Wednesday night and many 
emerged undecided. Outside 
the meeting, a pressure group 
calling themselves No Business 
on the Moor handed counciUois 
an 18,000-signature petition 
against the proposals. 



No business: Newcastle United propose a new 55,000-seater stadium (inset) near their ground, St James' Park (centre), on land (right) in common ownership for 700 years 


Councillor John Shipley, 
leader of the Liberal Democrat 
opposition on Newcastle City 
Coundl, called for a referendum 
of the city's taxpayers on 
whether the stadium plan 


should go ahead. He said he was 
disappointed that the Labour 
group on the council had not 
thought it appropriate that the 
full council should debate the 
issue. Instead it was delegated 


to the development control 
co mmi ttee. 

“This is so important that it 
ought to have wider consulta- 
tion and debate,” he said. 

Councillor Shipley said that 


he would be calling on John 
Gummer, the Secretary of State 
for the Environment, to call a 
public inquiry into whether the 
stadium plan should be al- 
lowed. Councillor Geoff 
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O'Brien, a Labour councillor 
who represents the Moorside 
ward, said: “This is a very dra- 
malkdevelopniem and it is true 
that the duo have taken steps 

fn try and mirrim isa any damag e 

the development might have on 
the area. 

“But at the end of the day it 
is not something I can support. 
The proposal po t fo rw ard ciy the 
dub still doesn't meet the needs 
of my constituents. 

“The bottom line is it is go- 
ing to involve a loss of open 
space on Castle Leazesu” 

Lucy Milton, of No Business 
on the Moor,- said that the 
council and the football dub 
were operating hand in glove. 

“They are by-passing the 
normal procedure of going 
from committee to committee. 
It is totally partisan and thor- 
oughly unacceptable. I am sure 
it is not something that the 
national Labour party would 
approve of. 

“The ’Em® Moor is the heart- 
and lungs of the city.” 

' The modr has been in com- 1 
man ownership for 700 years 
and prbvidds-a green area for 
recaperating patients at the 
nearby Royal Victoria Infir- 
mary. 

Ms Milton said that the traf- 
fic management implications 
of crowds of 70,000 were “hor- 
rific” and that if the scheme was 
allowed it could set a national 
trend. 

“If they get it here what city 
centre park will be safe," she 
said. 

Yesterday's announcement 
comes five months after New- 
castle City CouncO took the un- 
usual step of inviting the club 
to submit a planning application 


for the Castle Leazes she 
amid growing fears the dub 
set to quit the city boundaries 
for a new home in nearby 
Gateshead. 

In a further twist to the saga 
it also emerged yesterday that 
four years ago, Newcastle 
United actually opposed plans 
by a development company to 
buOd a big sports and music are- 
na on an adjacent site as that 
proposed for the hew football 
stadium. 

A letter to the City Council 
from the football dub, 1 seen by 



Sir John Hall: Applying for 
planning permission 

The Independent, contains ob- 
jections to the proposal on the 
grounds that it would cause 
serious traffic problems. 

Russell Cushing, the club’s 
general manager, wrote: “The 
siting of another large enter- 
tainment venue in such dose 
proximity, with, apparently lit- 
tle or no provision for the 
parking of additional vehicles, 
would result in major safety 
management implications for . 
both parties.” - - { 
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Tories to cover 
millennium debt 


m 


'■’S 
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Feeling the 
the London 


heat: Aftnal Assy! mu rat ova, prima ballerina with the Kirov Ballet, warming up before a performance of The Nutcracker at 
Coliseum. Performances continue until 4 January Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


Christian Wotmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

fa a last throw of tic dies ro res- 
cue the £700m Millennium Ex- 
hibition at Greenwich in 
south-east London, the Deputy 
Prime Minister. Michael Head- 
line, has agreed that the Gov- 
ernment wul underwrite all its 
costs, making it mto a public, 
rather than private project 

This unusual reversal of the 
Government's credo is an at- 
tempt lo keep the plans on track 
in the face of refusals by Labour 
to guarantee any potential loss- 
es. It is also a recognition that al- 
though the private sector was to 
have contributed £150m in spon- 
sorship, less than one-third of that 
has been guaranteed so far. 

Under the plan the organis- 
ers, Millennium Central, would 
become a quango, rather than 
an independent entity as it is at 
present. However, the agree- 
ment of the Labour Party, which 


is needed because of the likeli- 
hood that it will be in power 
when the event lakes place, has 
still not been obtained. Jack 
Cunningham. Labour's heritage 
spokesman, has refused to sanc- 
tion the £700m budget, which 
includes £ 200 m from the 
M il l e nnium Commission. 

Earlier this week in Parlia- 
ment Mr Cunningham said that 
the ultimate cost might be £lbn 
and wondered whether the 
scheme should os ahead “at any 
price or be allowed to pre- 
empt more and more Millen- 
nium Commission funds”. 

There is a suspicion that 
Labour would like to see the 
whole plan ditched in favour of 
smaller, regional exhibitions. 
One source involved in the plans 
said: “Mr Cunningham fa not be- 
ing dear. He keeps on saying the 
budget is excessive, hut he refuses 
to say exactly how much should 
be spent cm the project.” Ac- 
cording to consultants to the or- 


ganisers, losses could be up to 
1427m, if there were building site 
overruns and a bad summer. 

The decision by Mr Hesdtine 
to “nationalise” the exhibition 
carries echoes of the Festival of 
Britain in 1951 when a similar 
move was made in the late 
Forties by the ruling Labour 
Party to ensure that the event 
would take place even if the 
Tories won the 1950 election. In 
the event. Labour just held 
power and by the time the 
Tories won later in 195 1, the fes- 
tival was so popular that they did 
not attempt to curtail it. 

According to Richard Weight, 
who is writing a book about the 
exhibitions of 1S51, 1951 ami 
2000, concerns about over- 
spending may be exaggerated. He 
says that criticism Glove rspe rul- 
ing on ihe Funival of Britain was 
“so strong that they managed to 
keep to budget. The Arts Coun- 
cil was even left with a surplus 
since its events were so popular”. 


How mystical 
seven gives a 
nod to big ears 


Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 

From the Seven Deadly Sins 
and the Seven Wonders of the 
World to Seven Brides for Sev- 
en Brothers and the Seven 
Dwarfs, the number seven has 
a significance denied to other, 
lesser (or greater) digits - and 
the human body is not exempt 

Scientists have discovered 
that male, human ears grow in 
seven-year cycles, reviving the 
i ancient Greek belief that there 
' are rircaseptennial rhythms in 
h uman development 

Hie discovery follows the 
revelation lastyear that male hu- 
man ears continue to. grow 
throughout life - at about 
(X22mm a year in men aged over 
30 - supporting the observation 
that soma very old menbavc big 
ears inrdafion to tbetrskull size. 

Dr Jos Verb u 1st of the Louis 
Bo lk -Institute in the The 
Netherlands and Patrick 
Onghena at Katholieke Uni- 
venateit Leuven in Belgium, 
analysed ear length values from 
the age of 30 to. 83 and found 
that ear-growth velocity peaked 
around multiples of seven years. 

They write in the British Med- 
ical Journal : The idea of a 
seven-year rhythm in human de- 
velopment is old, dating back at 
least to anaent Greece. Reports 
on rircaseptennial phenomena 
are, however, scarce in recent 
published work. 


“Seven-year periodicity re- 
mains comparatively unknown, 
perhaps becanse it is not looked 
tor by many researchers. This 
may be because no major 
seven-year rhythms seem to be 
present in the natural environ- 
ment. In this respect, the rir- 
caseptennia] rhythm differs 
from the better documented cir- 
cadian and rircaseptadian 
rhythms, which can be linked to 
day-night cycle, and to tidal 
periodicities, respectively.” 

Professor Ian Stewart, of the 
Mathematics Institute at ^fer- 
wjck University, says that in the 
Hippocratic tradition the num- 
ber seven governs the ailments 
of the body. In Germany it was 
believed that people would not 
catch swine fever if they spent 
seven days drinking andhaming 
m water containing asphodel (a 
type of %). A Jewish cure for 
fever involved taking “seven 
prickles from seven palm trees, 
seven chips from seven beams, 
seven naOs from seven doors...” 
and so on, up to “seven hairs 
from the beard of an old dog”. 

Numeralogists see seven as 
the sum of the spiritual three 
and the material four, signifying 
the creation. The world, ac- 
cording to the Old Testament, 
was created in seven days, ftahn 
90 sets the human life span at 
seven decades; Solomon's tem- 
ple had seven steps, and Noah’s 
dove returned to the arifc after 
seven days. 
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Moral guideline 
for schools says 
marriage is best 


Lucy Ward 

Education Corespondent 

Explidt support ior marriage has 
been included in new guidance 
for teaching morality in schools 
after traditionalists put pressure 
on government advisors. 

Draft guidelines had made oo 
mention of marriage, referring 

merely to valuing families as the 
basis of a caring society. But af- 
ter public consultation, the 
statement of values for use in 
moral education has been re- 
vised to say that “we as a soci- 
ety should support marriage as 
the traditional form of family”. 

The change, announced yes- 
terday, will please Gillian Shep- 
hard, the Secretary of State for 
Education, who said that she 
wanted more emphasis on the 
family than was included in 
the original. Five members of 
the 150-strong forum which 
devised the draft statement had 
also called for stronger support 
of the family. 

However, the forum, set up 
tty the School Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority (SCAA), 
was al pains to point out that the 
change should not devalue the 
experience of children growing 
up in non-traditional families. 
TTie new clause adds that soci- 
ety should recognise “that love 
and commitment required for 


a secure and happy childhood 
can be found in families of 
other kinds". 

Dr Nick late, SCAA’s chief 
executive, said the changes rep- 
resented a compromise follow- 
ing consultation, and denied 
that Mrs Shephard had influ- 
enced the recommendations. 

Evidence showed that areas 
with low levels of marriage and 
high divorce rates suffered 
greater social and educational 
problems, he said. “The chal- 
lenge to the education system 
is bow can it best help to cre- 
ate a system in which children 
aspire to lifelong marriage and 
are more likely to achieve iL~ 

Countries boasting a strong 
academic performance often 
included moral education as a 
core part of their curriculum. Dr 
Tate said. Although there was 
no evidence that moral teach- 
ing improved standards, “it 
dearly does not get in the way”. 

The changes have been made 
following a wide consultation in- 
cluding a surv<ty of almost 1,500 
adults in England and a random 
sample of 3,200 schools. Four- 
teen groups of headteachers, 
school governors and parents 
contributed their dews, and 400 
organisations responded to a 
postal questionnaire. 

The MORI poll revealed 
that the vast majority of adults 


Debt fear over 
plan to make 
poor pay hill s 


CoGn Brown 

Chief Politicaf Correspondent 

Some of Britain's poorest peo- 
ple are likely to have help with- 
drawn, from the social services 
departments in paying their 
bCBs for heating, electricity, gas, 
water and council tax. 

A leaked document seen by 
The Independent says it was 
agreed at a meeting with Peter 
Lifley. the Secretary of State for 
Social Security, that the Bene- 
fits Agency should “not be in Che 
business of social banlting/debt 
management and should seek to 
develop a disengagement strat- 
egy, leading ultimately to the 
withdrawal of the direct pay- 
ments scheme”. 

The Benefits Age my, which 
handles the payments for thou- 
sands of the poorest claimants, 
said; “The whole thing is under 
review. It is making sure cus- 
tomers understand their re- 
sponsibilities as well as their 
ngbts. Ministers are still think- 
ing about it.” 

But the leaked document 
leaves tittle doubt the cuts in ser- 
vice will go ahead as part of Mr 
Lilley's drive to reduce costs by 
cutting civil service jobs in so- 
cial security offices across the 
country. 

The move was condemned as 
“heartless" by Alan Simpson, a 
leading member of the Cam- 
paign Group of Labour MPs, 


whose local Nottingham office 
is among those to be hit by the 
cuts. He said: “This is a slap in 
the face for some of the poor- 
est in the land." 

Direct payments are made by 
social security officers to the pri- 
vatised utilities, local councils, 
and courts, in deductions from 
benefits for claimants who are 
in debt and unable to handle 
their own affairs. 

The withdrawal of direct pay- 
ments will leave the claimants 
with extra benefits, but civil ser- 
vants who make the payments 
fear it will lead to more people 
falling into debt, and having 
their gas, water or electricity 
switched off, because they will 
spend the money on other items 
they need, such as the weekly 
food bill. 

“The civil servants who work 
in the direct payments sections 
are outraged. A lot of them 
enjoy that aspect of their work 
helping people to get out of 
debt," said a aril service source. 

“When that help is with- 
drawn, these people will be 
unable to handle their own af- 
fairs. That is why they got into 
debt." 

The direct payments of mort- 
gages to lenders will not be af- 
fected. The Benefits Agency 
said; “It has been worked out 
with the banks and the lenders 
and is more efficient for us, so 
that will go on." 



News : Results : Form : Stats 


3 


Soccer Racing 
Rugby Golf 
Boxing Cricket 
Other Sports 


THE FUTURE STARTS HERE 

http://wwwjporting-life .com 


agreed with the statements, al- 
though the teachers felt that 
many of the terms used were ca- 
pable of differing interpreta- 
tions and thought the guidelines 
should be shorter and clearer. 

The consultation found an 
even split between those who be- 
lieved there was no single form 
of the family and those sup* 

porting an increased emphasis 
on the family and marriage. 
Schools were similarly divided. 

The forum concluded that 
there was less disagreement 
over family values than had 
been thought, and felt the new 
wording offered a suitable com- 
promise, Dr Thte said. 

The guidance is intended as a 
basis for teaching moral values 
to pupils, to prompt debate and 
discussion rather than to be 
adopted wholesale. The revised 
statement will be pat before the 
forum next month. Recommen- 
dations will be pul to the SCAA 
and Mrs Shephard in February. 



Stranded: Cars caught in the floodwater which left Chester-1 e-Street, in Co Durham, awash Photo&aph: 


After the 
deluge - 
water with 
nowhere t 
to go 

A town was awash yesterday 
as floodwater swept through 
its market square lifting cars in 
its path. 

Chester-le-Street in Co Dur- 
ham was cutoff as cars became 
stranded in water three feet 
deep after more than 48 hours 
of continuous rain. 

Cars travelling to the town 
from the west were turned away 
tty police. Other motorists who 
tried to venture in were left 
stranded after their engines 
were overcome with water. 

. . Martin Waflwork, spokesman 
for Durham Constabulary said- 
“It appears the flooding has 
been caused by the blockage of 
South Burns stream wftjch runs 
into the town and oillolhe Riv- 
er Wear. The water had no- 
where to go so it jnst^fooded 
into the market place.? 

A shopkeeper, Lawrence 
Steel said: “Some of the hous- 
es near here have been flood- _ 
ed along with a couple of* 
offices. The mechanics next 
door can't work either because 
the garage iscompletely foil of 
Raoul Dixon water. ” 
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Ruined classic; Chandos House, off Portland Place, London. Although featured In the film Sense and Sensibility, it has been allowed to fail into decay Photograph: Edward Sykes 
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Repairs win reprieve 
for owners of Adam’s 
rotting masterpiece 


: Stephen Goodwin 

I Heritage Correspondent 

Moves to purchase compulso- 
rily Chandos House, one of 
London's finest but most ne- 
glected town houses, have been 
suspended by English Heritage, 
after its owners started vital 


The Grade I listed building, 
bnih by Robert Adam in 1770 
off Portland Place, served for 
half a century as the Austro- 
Hungarian, embassy and fea- 
tare£rcfi3g& -film Sense and 
SenpbiBiy.'&ax. i^mqre recenj 


been ravaged by dry rot. 

In May tbs year, English 
Heritage took the rare step of 
issuing acompuisory purchase 
order for what had become 
one of the most important 
buildings on the quango’s 
| “Blindings at Risk” register. 

A public inquiry was to be 
held next month. But following 
a start on repairs by the owneis, 

; Fairgate Investments, the 
! inquiry has been adjourned 
indefinitely. 

The .property company, 

! chaired ty a Njgerian chiotain. 
Chief Akmdele, has pnt a new 
roof on the buil ding and has 
agreed to begin further work in 
the new year. This wiE include 
replacing four ornate Adam 
chimney pieces which were 
! stolen last year. 

Sir Jocefyn Stevens, chairman 
of the heritage quango, said he 
was relieved that work was at 
last in progress, bat added that 
the CPO would not be with- 
drawn until it was completed. 

Last May be railed against 
the “disgraceful neglect” of 
Chandos House. Extensive dry 


rot threatened to spread into the 
princip al rooms and there were 
cracks in the walL 

Fairgate bought the proper- 
ty for £om in 1988 at the height 
of the property boom, Intend- 
ing to turn it into a 
hotel. But, as the company’s 
solicitor observed yesterday: 
“My clients bought the wrong 
property at the wrong time.” 
Once repaired, the house wiD be 
put bade on the market for 
residential or hotel use. 

Built for the third Duke of 
Chandos, the house became 
the Austrian (later Austro- 
Hnngarian) embassy from 1815 
to 3873 and was the scene of 


Asylum 
seekers 
snared in 
red tape 


Fran Abrams 

Political Corespondent 

Ministers are to review the ap- 
peals system for asylum-seekers 
and would-be immigrants after 
a hu« rise in the number of out- 


glittering parties hosted by 
Prince Eszterhazy, the ambas- 
sador. Its most recent occupant 
was the Royal Medical Associ- 
ation. On film, it was also the 
home of John and Fumy Dash- 
wood in the film of Jane 
Austen’s Sense and Sensibility. 

fairgate successfully settled 
a legal action against a securi- 
ty company over the theft of the 
chimney pieces. Replacing them 
will be a specialist task involv- 
ing the import of marble from 
Carrara in Italy. 

English Heritage served are- 
pairs notice last February, giv- 
ing the owners two months to 
cany out £900,000 of work. 


[jwi night the Home Office 
rejected allegations by Labour’s 
spokesman on immigration and 
refugees ft**? the criteria for ac- 
cepting asylum-seekers had 
been light ened up. Under a 
1951 UN convention, anyone 
with a “well-founded fear of per- 
secution'’ was granted refugee 
stat us, a spokeswoman said. 

Neither she nor the court ser- 
vice could explain why the num- 
ber of outstanding appeals had 
gone up twentyfold since April 
1994. from 1,069 to 20,388, 
while the numbers applying for 
asylum had fallen. Rules intro- 
duced this year under a new Asy- 
lum and Immigration Act have 
restricted benefits for asylum- 
seekers and have required em- 
ployers to make checks on them. 

However. Michael Howard, 
the Home Secrctaiy. announced 
in a parliamentary answer that 
be and the Lord Chancellor 
would look at whether the sys- 
tem allowed adequate rights of 
appeal and whether it provided 
good value for money. 

They would also consider 
what impact immigrants’ and 
asylum-seekers’ rights of appeal 
had on the operation of immi- 
gration control, he said. 

Doug Henderson.; the 
Labour spokesman, said asy- 
hun-seekers often efid not feel 
the system was fair. There were 

60.000 cases outs tanding , and 

20.000 were in the appeals sys- 
tem. “It is quite dear (hat there 
has been a tightening up by im- 
migration officers on applica- 
tions and has led to a greater 
number of appeals. The whole 
process is grinding slowly to a 
halt. It is the exact opposite of 
what the Government were try- 


ing to do with their new 
Immigration Act.” 

Parliamentary questions 
tabled by Mr Henderson 
revealed that the number of 
outstanding appeals had risen 
by almost 9,000 in 11 mouths, 
from 11,000. The budget of 
the Immigration Appellate 
Authority had gone up from 
£6.9m in 1094-95 to £9.9m in the 
current financial year. 

.Gaudc Monies, director of 
the Joint Council for the 
Welfare of Immigrants, said 
Home Office scepticism about 
asylum cases had affected the 
altitudes of adjudicators. 

“There is a climate of disbe- 
lief and a culture of suspicion 
in the Home Office. We sec it 
every day in our case work. Giv- 
en that the review is by this 
Home Office and this Home 
Secretary we have got to be 
deeply apprehensive,” he said. 

A Home Office spokes- 
woman said the number of ap- 
plications for asylum had fallen 
from 3300 in January this year 
to 920 in June. After a High 
Court ruling temporarily 
reinstated benefits in June. 
2315 applied in July, the 
spokeswoman said. “The crite- 
ria have always been the same. 
You could ask if all those appeal 
applications truly valid or if 
some are just delaying tactics.” 



Doug Henderson: Questions 
revealed a rising backlog 
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Peruvian leader 
caught in fatal 
waiting game 


Maria Pallais 

Lima 

After two days of silence, and 
still without having made on of- 
ficial appearance. President Al- 
berto Fujimori is in dose con- 
sultation with his most trusted 
ministers, attempting to find a 
solution to the devastating blow 
that Peruvian rebels have in- 
flicted on the credibility of his 
government. 

Mr Fujimori and his minis- 
ters. including Prime Minister, 
Hugo Pandolfi, Minister of the 
Interior. General Juan Briones 
Davila, and Minister of Edu- 
cation, Domingo Palermo, were 
reported to be meeting yester- 
day morning in the Presidential 
Palace to discuss the Japanese 
embassy siege that followed 
the seizing on Tuesday night - 
the birthday of Japanese 
Emperor Akihito - of around 
500 diplomats, politicians and 
business leaders. 

The left-wing Tupac Amaru 
rebels were yesterday still hold- 
ing 490 hostages. 

Prior to that meeting, inside 
the Japanese mansion rebel 
leader Andante Emilio Huerta, 
and other members of the 
MRTAchose Ambassadors An- 
thony Vincent of Canada, 


Heribert Wbeckell of Germany. 
Aleibiadcs Karokis of Greece 
and the French attache, Hy- 
acinthe D'Montera. to relay 
their list of demands. First 
among these is the release of 
500 TUpac Amaru prisoners. 

On Wednesday night, the 
five diplomats left the Japanese 
embassy to meet with a gov- 
ernment commission appoint- 
ed by the President and headed 
by a local government official 

The rebels had asked that 
Hubert Lanssiers, a priest, and 
the country's Ombudsman, 
Jorge Santisteban, act as their 
representatives. Though they 
both accepted, so far it is un- 
known whether or not they are 
a part of the mediation efforts. 

As the rebels see it. their de- 
mands are simple - the libera- 
tion of all the 500 prisoners, 
among them their leader, Vic- 
tor Polay. They also want bet- 
ter conditions m jails, justice for 
all, and economic opportunities 
for the poor. 

But President Fujimori, who 
has built a world reputation for 
having had the courage to ‘‘dis- 
integrate'' terrorism in his coun- 
try, "especially in the capital. 
Luna, will find it hard to cave 
in to any of the demands. 

“He is between a rock and a 


hard place. If he gives in to just 
one, of their demands he w31 
lose face forever. If he doesn't, 
he will be blamed for blood- 
shed," said one observer. 

The dr ama began min utes af- 
ter Mr Fujimorfsmoiher and 
his younger brother, Pedro, 
had left the Japanese Embassy. 
A group of 25 young rebels, 
masked and heavily armed, 
stormed into the residence, 
some carrying flowers, others 
dressed as butlers, and a group 
from the back door entered 
through a tunnel they had built, 
ordering everyone to the floor. 

Local analysts were yesterday 
at a loss as to what the outcome 
would be. They insist it may be 
too early wpredict anything. Mr 
Fujimori will have no choice but 
to reappear before Christmas, 
according to many. 

“He’s a very calculating man. 
He's probably waiting for what 
the Japanese Foreign Minister, 
who arrived in Lima early yes- 
terday morning, will tell him. 
Then he will listen to the US 
representative and soon, hope- 
fully on Christmas Eve, he will 
make his own decision," said a 
Peruvian doctor who supports 
Mr Fujimori. “But we have to 
admit it. This was a heavy blow 
- totally unexpected." 



Standoff: Peruvian military toad away a hostage released from the Japanese embassy hi Lima yesterday 


Photograph: Sipa/Rex Features 


Armed force could lift Lima siege. 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

Counter-terrorist groups from 
around the worldcould be in- 
volved in an armed operation to 
release the hostages being held 
in the Japanese Embassy in 
Lima, although the large num- 
ber of prisoners wouJd make a 
rescue attempt more difficult It 


would only be attempted if the 
weQ-orgamsed kidnappers from 
Thpac Amaru started killing 
their hostages. 

Peru has its own, highly-e Hi- 
de nt counter-terrorist group 
called Dincote - the Direc- 
torate of Intelligence for 
Counter-Terrorism. Led by 
Genera] Antonio Kerin Vidal, 
it captured the leader of the 
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Shining Path, Abimael Guz- 
man and also the leader of TU- 
pac Amaru, Victor Campos, in 
1992. Sources yesterday said 
they believed the current head 
of Dincote might be one of the 
hostages. 

European and US agencies 
have been widely involved in 
South America because of the 
war agafnst drug barons, and 
British experts helped advise 
Colombian police in the rescue 
of a British hostage earlier this 
year. 

It is likely that experts from 
Britain’s SAS, Scotland Yard 
and the German GSG-9 army 
unit are already in Lima. The 
SAS has experience rescuing 
hostages in circumstances very 
amflar to those of the Lima em- 
bassy siege: the Iranian Embassy 
siege of 19S0, which Erst 
brought the black-dad, hooded 
soldiers to the world's attention. 
During the five-day operation, 
both the SAS and Scotland 
Yard gained extensive experi- 
ence in hostage negotiations. 

The German GSG-9 unit’s 
finest hour was the successful at- 
tack on a Lufthansa airliner 
seized at Mogadishu, Somalia 


in 1977 by guerrillas from Ger- 
many and Palestine. 

The previous year, Israeli 
commandos from Mossad had 
rescued a large number of fel- 
low nationals taken hostage at 
Entebbe, in Uganda. 

Prance also has an out- 
standing counter-terrorist unit, 
GIGN, a divirion of the French 
Gendarmerie. It differs from the 
other principal anti-terrorist 
forces as it is used against 
armed criminals in France. 

Italy also has a crack anti-ter- 
rorist squad, a division of 
the Carabinieri It performed 
very competently, rescuing 
Brigadier-General Dozier of 
the US Army when he was 
captured by terrorists in the ear- 
ly 1980s. The Carabinieri come 
under the Ministry of Defence 
— unlike the french Gen- 
darmerie - but the Italian unit 
has not been prominent in in- 
ternational operations since 
then. 

Experts yesterday said the 
large number of hostages made 
a rescue more difficult, buL it 
would be no different in prin- 
ciple to other hostage rescue op- 
erations. The seizure of the 


Japanese Embassy in Lima pre- 
sents striking parallels with the 
capture of the Do mini can Em- 
bassy in Bogota, Colombia, in 
1980 by M19, a Colombian left- 
wing movement In Lima, the 
terrorists who seized the em- 
bassy posed as waiters: in 
Bogota, they were playing foot- 
ball in a field opposite the 
embassy where a similar func- 
tion was being held. The two 
teams, referee and linesmen, 25 
in aD, then donned tracksuits 
and sprinted across the road, 
seizing the embassy and 75 
people, including no less than 
14 ambassadors. They held 
their hostages for two months, 
demanding the release of 300 
prisoners and $50m. .Business- 
es from the ambassadors’ coun- 
tries eventually raised S25m, 
and the kidnappers flew to 
sanctuary in Havana, Cuba with 
a few of the hostages, who. 
were then released . The fcidf* 
nappera did not succeed in 
securing the release of any of 
the people they wanted freed, 
but they got away with plenty of 
money. It was a satisfactory out- 
come for everyone - but was not 
secured by a military attack. 


Florida ‘racketeers’ arrested 


Fort Lauderdale (AP) — Nine 
alleged members of the Gam- 
bino crime family, including 
John Gotti's apparent successor, 
have been indicted on racke- 
teering charges. 

Nicholas “Little Nick” 
Corozzo, 56, has allegedly been 
running the crime family now 
that Gotti is serving a life sen- 
tence for the 1985 execution of 
a rival crime boss. 

The indictment against Mr 


Corozzo and the others alleges 
crimes including loan sharking, 
transporting stolen goods and 
the attempted murder of a fed- 
eral informant Louis Maione, 
suspected of stealing money 
from the Gambino family. 

The FBI arrested Mr Corro- 
zo as he emerged from the surf 
offKeyBiscayne.OneafMrCor- 
rozo's top lieutenants, Leonard 
DiMaria, was arrested in New 
York. Both men were acquitted 


with Gotti on racketeering 
charges in 1987 in New York. 

It was the first time an active 
boss of an organised crime 
family was arrested in Florida, 
the FBI said. 

According to tire indictment 
the family ran a loanshark op- 
eration Atom a company called 
EZ Check Cashing, where loans 
were extended with credit rates 
of 2 to 5 percent a week— equiv- 
alent to 260 per cent a year. 
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An American judge has de- 
lighted software companies in 
the United States by ruling 
that the Constitution's guaran- 
tee of “free speech" means 
that the government may not 
stop a mathematician from 
posting encryption programs 
on the Internet. 

The ruling, late on Wednes- 
day in San Francisco, may chip 
away at restrictions on the ex- 


Decision may scrap bars to 
the export of codes on the 
Internet, writes Charles Arthur 


‘military weaponry”. 

Academics hailed the ruling 
by ys District Judge Marilyn 
Hall Patel as a victory for free 
-speech, while computer indus- 
try executives called it a mile- 
stone for American software 
producers. - 

Daniel Bernstein, assistant 
professor at the University of 
Dlmois-Chicago. and the man at 
the centre of the case, sakfc “It’s 
really such a shock to switch 
from fear of thk law to suddenly 
maybe I can do something. As 
far as l ean tell, Tm free.” 

' The ; judge’s decision slopped 
short of forbidding all restric- 
tions on the export of encryp- 
tion, codes that allow computer 
messages to be scrambled so 
they ;are virtually unbreakable 
by any but the intended receiver. 

But Judge Patel said the cur- 
rent rules, which treat such 
computer programs as if they 
were mOitaiy weapons, were “an 
unconstitutional prior restraint 
[of speech] in violation of the 
First Amendment". The First 
Amendment guarantees free- 
dom, of speech and of the press. 


Lawyers said the tilling mil 
allow anyone in the US to post 
source code, or instructions for 
how to encrypt messages, on the 
Internet. However, new feder- 
al rules that take effect from 1 
January mean the judge’s deci- 
sion may not have the results the 
industry hoped for, said the 
Electronic Frontier Founda- 
tion, an online civi] rights group. 
It is not dear if the rulin g cov- 
ers only theoretical mathe- 
matical explanations of how 
such programs work or if actu- 
al software, which could be ran 
and sold, can also be freely dis- 
tributed around the world, the 
group said. 

The White House decSned to 
comment on the judgment, al- 
though the State Department is 
expected to appeal. Last year a 
Justice Department lawyer ar- 
gued in court that a code whose 
sole function was to create se- 
crecy should not be considered 
a protected form of speech. A 
message scrambled by the code, 
he said, “could be a love letter, 
or it could be a communication 
from [Iraqi President] Saddam 
to bomb Kuwait.” 

Professor Bernstein's victory 
marks a triumph for the US 
Constitution over its govern- 
ment. Restrictions an the export 
of encryption techniques were 
introduced in the Cold War. 



Judge Pate!: ‘Current Rules violate First Amendment 7 
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Chechens in Tennis star’s 
tribute to Red £10m claim 
Gross victims rejected 


Scores of Chechens dressed 
in black gathered outside the 
Red Cross compound near 
Grozny yesterday, a day of 
official mourning' for the six 
agency workers murdered by 
gunmen in Chechnya. 

And with the separatist 
republic still reeling from 
the brutal attack, there was a 
second mass slaying when six 
Russian residents of Grozny, 
were gunned down in their 
homes. A £60,000 reward 
has been offered for 
information leading to the 
killers' arrest. Grozny -AP 


Israel in strike 
atHizboJlah 

Israeli jets raided Hiriiollah 
targets in south Lebanon 
after guerrillas fired mortar 
bombs at an Israeli post 
during a visit by a senior 
officer, security sources said. 
Maj-Gen Amiram Levine, 
Israel's northern 
commander, was said to 
have been at the Braachit 
post on the edge of Israel's 
south Lebanon occupation 
zone when it came under 
attack. Nabatiyeh - Reuter 


Tennis star Monica Seles 
failed yesterday in a bid to 
win damages from the 
German Tfennis Federation 
for a knife attack by a 
spectator which kept her out 
of the sport for more than 
two years. 

A court rejected her claim 
that security measures at the 
Hamburg Open in April 
1993 were inadequate, 
allowing her attacker to 
jump from the stands and 
plunge a knife into her back. 
Lawyers for Seles had 
claimed £ 10 m for damages 
and lost earnings. 

Hamburg- Rader 

Top Russian 
physicist dies 

Yuli Khariton, the 
Cambridge-educated nuclear 
physicist widely regarded as 
the father of the Soviet atom 
bomb, died yesterday at the 
age of 92. Kbari ton’s body 
will be frown from the town 
of Sarov in central Russia, 
where he died, to be buried 
at Moscow's £Iite 
Novodevichye cemetery. 
Moscow- Reuter 


Mafia suspect Bardot denies 
indicted racism charge 

Nine alleged members of the 
Gambina crime family, 
including John Gotti's 
apparent successor, have 
been indicted on 

racketeering charges, police 

in Florida said. Nicholas 
Corozzo, 56, has allegedly 
been running the crime 
family now that Gotti is 
serving a life sentence for 
murder. The indictment 
against Corozzo and the 
others alleges crimes 
including loan sharking, 

transporting stolen goods 

and attempted murder. 

Fort Lauderdale- AP 


Animal-rights activist 
Brigitte Bardot denied in 
court yesterday that she 
incited racial hatred by 
claiming in a newspaper 
article that France was being 
invaded by sheep- 
slaughtering Muslims. Die 
charges against the former • 
actress - which cany a 
punishment of up to a year 
in prison and a jH 0,000 fine 
- were brought by the 
Movement Against Racism, 
the League Against Racism 
and Anti-Semitism and the 
Human Rights League. 

Paris -Ratter 



CRACKER 

A Corin’ Trouser Press is an inspired 

Christmas gift. 

It makes both giver and receiver 

Ckxlefx^ a range of modeband 
finishes starting from around £76- 

S®E@H^ r 

tgsmsgs^’3s3£z- 


More recently, the US and 
other Western governments, 
have argued that the restrictions 
are needed to keep tabs on ter- 
rorist organisations. This al- 
lows the export only of "weak” 
encryption programs, which 
while effectively impossible for 
individuals 10 crack, are prob- 
ably not safe from a govern- 
ment-owned supercomputer. 

Allowing more powerful en- 
cryption programs to spread 
unchecked, would make it im- 
possible to trade conspiracies 
B y ! ffimwiak ihqr Ibw argued. 

US software companies and 
citizens have complained that 

tire restrictions handicap them, 
and that online shop ping, in- 
ternational banking and cor- 
porate negotiations would 
benefit from having high-level 
encryption, which coukfbe used 
and sold around the world. 

Last month. President Bill 


Clinton signed an order liber- 
alising US export policy, to al- 
low companies to seO slightly 
more powerful encryptionpro- 
grams abroad, but only if the 
companies make assurances 
that US law enforcement could 
intercept the communications. 

Professor Bernstein came to 
the State Department's notice 
when he wrote an encryption 

program called Snuffle. This al- 
lows users to scramble messages 
that move across computer net- 
works. The messages can then 
be read only by using his de- 
cryption program, Unsmiffie. 
Die State Department decided 
in 1993 that the programs re- 
quired licenses to communicate 
them on the Internet, prompt- 
ing the lawsuit 

Judge Patel noted the office 
that makes the licensing deci- 
sions Hag no standards for deny- 
ing a license- Tbe president and 
dnef executive of RSA Data Se- 
curity, the world's largest pro- 
ducer of enayption technology, 
praised the ruling. “We invent- 
ed this technology bat we can’t 
pursue it because of US export 
controls," said Jim Bizdos. 


as free speech victory 


How modern computer encryption keeps its secrets 






Message locked 
(encrypted) with 
public key 


A Andrew, who wants to send 
. “ an encrypted - message to 
Bemie. getrBemie’s “public 
key" - either by asWng Benue 
fpf.it or looking It up in a' 
directory. Bentie also rj&q ' 
“private key" which henever 
reveals to anyone 
B 6 «i the public and private " 
keys are strings of digits arid 
numbeft. The tongiytoeyam* 
the more secure 
Andrew and Berate must baitT 
use the same encryption’ ~~ 
program for the system fix 
WOi*. ■ . •;*" 
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ABeme, however, has his 
^private hey - which In 
effect means that he has the 
key to the padlock of his 
public key. All he has to do Is 
run the encryption software, 
tap in his private key, and he 
can read the message from 
Andrew - fairly confident that 
they are the only people who 
have been able to read K. 
Bemle can give his public 
key out to anyone who waits 
to send him messages; It 
costs nothing to make, unlike 
a real padlock. 
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Conscripts who don’t measure up must fight the flab ' n Belarus 

'should 

repay Nazi 
war gold’ 


Louise Jury 

An official report on post-war 
deals on Nazi gold yesterday 
criticised the way the Swiss 
government and bankers han- 
dled the accounts of Holocaust 
victims. 

The report’s authors said the 
Swiss government had made re- 
peated mistakes in handlin g 
the issue and should take “con- 
crete compensation measures'’. 

However, they did not spec- 
ify what the measures should be, 
or who should benefit. The two 
historians, Peter Hug and Marc 
Perrcnoud, were commissioned 
by the Swiss government in 
October lo investigate claims by 
Jewish critics and an American 
senator that Holocaust victims' 
riches were used to compensate 
Swiss citizens whose property 
was seized by countries in east- 
ern Europe. 

They rejected the charge that 
Swiss people were paid directly 
from the money of Nazi victims. 
But they confirmed that the 
Swiss government had made 
pay-outs to Poland and Hungary 
after the war. 

They urged the government to 
use its comprehensive archives 
to hunt for east Europeans 
whose wealth was declared own- 
erless and handed over. 

“Considering the decades of 
omissions, it is recommended 
that further steps be considered 
in order to fulfil today's per- 
ception of justice," the report 
said. 

It added that Switzerland as- 
signed funds from dormant ac- 
counts to Poland and Hungary 
under post-war compensation 
accords for confiscated Swiss 
property. The money helped 
both countries meet compen- 
sation payments, but this was 
not tantamount to paying off 
Swiss citizens, it said. 

Switzerland paid Poland 
16,000 Swiss francs in 1960 
from accounts the Poles 


claimed under international 
law as reverting to them since 
the miss i n g owners had last 
lived in Poland. 

In 1975, it paid Poland a larg- 
er sum of 464,000 francs and 
Hungary 325,000 francs based 
on the same home-country 
claim, but this time the money 
came from a 1960s fund for 
bank accounts left unclaimed af- 
ter their owners became victims 
of Nazi persecution. 

Switzerland has fared a grow- 
ing wave of international criti- 
cism following the release of 
documents in the US and Britain 
apparently suggesting it profi- 
teered from Nazi-looted wealth. 

The British MP, Greville Jan- 
ner, vice-president of the World ! 
Jewish Congress and chairman 
of the Holocaust Educational 
Trust, has already called on 
Switzerland to make a signifi- 
cant gift to Jewish charities in 
recompense. A trust spokes- 
woman said yesterday it was 
clear from the Swiss report 
that names of account holders 
had been known. 

“A priority must be to reveal 
the names and they must do it 
for all the accounts! They must 
start looking for their heirs or 
survivors and if they cannot be 
found then the money in the ac- 
counts should be given to the 
World Jewish Restitution Or- 
ganisation." she said. 

The report was published 
yesterday as Switzerland finally 
named the nine-member team 
of experts who w01 begin an in- 
vestigation next month into the 
country’s activities during the 
Nazi regime. 

The commission will be 
headed by Jean Francois Bergi- 
er, a history professor from 
Zurich. It includes three other 
Swiss historians and a Swiss 
lawyer and human rights in- 
vestigator, Joseph Voyame. 
There are also four foreign his- 
torians, including the Israeli 
Saul Friedlaeoder. 



Wait in line: A doctor checks a conscript’s centre of balance at a recruiting centre fn Minsk, the 
conscripts have been declared unfit for service beca u se of poor health 


of Belarus, 42 per cent of whose military 
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Taiwan sues over Clinton slush-fund claim 


Stephen Vines 

Hong tong 

“We must have a hit a raw 
nerve", says Ying Chan, a New- 
York-based journalist who is fac- 
ing an unusual criminal libel suit 
filed by a leading member of 
Taiwan's ruling Kuomintang 
party, backed by President Lee 
Teng-hui. 

The raw nerve was a story in 
the Chinese-language news 
weekly Yazhou Thoukan alleg- 
ing Liu Tai-ying. a leading 
Kuomintang official, offered 
an illegal Sl5m (£10m) contri- 
bution to President Bill Clin- 
ton’s re-election fund. Mrs 


Chan believes Tkiwanese con- 
tributions to the Democratic 
Party dwarf the controversial 
funds supplied by the Indone- 
sian Lippo group. 

Also named in the suit is her 
Taiwanese colleague. Hsieb 
Chung-liaog, and Chen Chao- 
ping, apolitical consultant who 
has now stated he was the main 
source for the story. Mr Chen 
was one of four people present 
at the meeting with former 
White House aide Marie Mid- 
dleton during which the mon- 
ey was allegedly offered. Mr 
Chen was not named in the 
story but has decided to go 
public. 


There has been no legal ac- 
tion from the Democratic Par- 
ty, which faces a growing 
number of accusations of illic- 
it funding from Asian sources. 
US parties are not permitted to 
obtain funding from abroad. 
“This story is like a centipede”, 
says Mrs Chan. ’There are so 
many legs, every week brings 
new information”. 

She would like to get back to 
reporting it, but has been way- 
laid by the criminal libel soft, 
which carries a maximum 
penalty of two years in jail as 
well as fines. The action isafco 
extremely costly. Mr Uu, who 
launched the sqit, is Chief Fi- 


nance Officer of the Knom- 
intang, one of the world’s tidi- 
est political parties. Although 
the party has financial muscle, 
it is not a regular litigant The 

Khnmmtang is not named fn this 

suit but is behaving as a partic- 
ipant tty having its spokesmen 
comment on aspects of the 
case and Ity callings meeting of 
its central committee to endorse 
the action. 

Far more unusual is the en- 
dorsement given by President 
Lee, who usually remains aloof 
from matters of this land. 

“This is dear legal and po- 
litical harassment", says Mrs 
Chan who is in Hong Kong to 


attend a libel seminar and con- 
sult legal advisers. She is 
p r e pari ng for another hearing 
on 28 January and hopes this 
will provide an opportunity for 
Mr Liu to withdraw the action. 

The pro-Kuomintang media 
suggest Taiwan is entitled to all 
means at its disposal to gain in- 
fluence overseas in the face of 

rfjplnmarir jyilarinn and China 's 

efforts to keep the island out of 
the international arena. So- 
called “money diplomacy" has 
long been a mainstay of Tai- 
wan's foreign policy. But the 
government denies that it re- 
sorts to illegal means to win 
friends with die chequebook. 


Parents 
deride 
sex and 
violence 
codes 


Rupert Cornwell 

Was hington 

Afteryeais of pressure from the 
government, America’s televi- 
sion industry yesterday ajj. 
nounced the first-ever 
classification system for its pro. 
grammes. But even before it was 
unveiled, critics insisted the 
new scheme was too lax to be 
effective. 

The voluntary code, which 

will take effect in the next two 
months, is closely modelled on 
the gristing classification system 
for films. Six categories will 
apply to all entertainment pro- 
grammes, ranging from TV- 
G", or suitable for all ages, to 
“TV-M”, for people aged 17 and 
over. All children's progra mmes 
will be labelled either TV-Y”, 
suitable for all children, or 
“TV-Y-7", recommended for 
children aged seven or more. » 

The logo will appear in tele- W 
vision listings and guides, and 
be shown for 15 seconds in the 
top left-hand comer of the 
screen at the start of each pro- 
gramme. It will be repeated dur- 
ing programmes lasting an boar 
or longer, only news and sport 
will be exempt 

The guidelines however were 
instantly denounced by chfl- 
dren’s advocacy groups, who ar- 
gue they are far too vague on a 
programme’s contents. Unlike 
film classifications, set by an in- 
dependent body, the TV cate- 
gorieswillbe decided by the TV 
companies themselves - a' 
process critics liken to putting 
a fox in charge of the cnicken- 
coop. 

Parents’ organisations are 
demanding specific gradings 
for sex, violence and bad lan- 
guage. “What parent in their 
right mind would accept a pack- 
age at the front door labelled 
‘suitable for a 10-year-old’ and . 
hand it to a child without fur- w 
tber inspection?", said Gary 
Bauer, head of the conservative 
Family Research Council. 

But Jack Valenti, President of 
the Motion Picture Association 
of America, said the industry 
would only accept its own vol- 
untary system, and would fight 
any alternative in the courts. 
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That little 
black number 
you get out for 
any occasion. 


This Christmas, 
give him something he’ll 
probably never use. 

Our 90 day 

money back guarantee. 





CORDON NEGRC 


'-0 RDON negro 




We know it’s difficult buying Christmas 
presents for men. After all, how many pairs of 
socks can one man wear? 

So if you’re having problems with your 
Christmas shopping, may we suggest the 
Braun Rex Integral shaver? 

It’s the only shaver to include a 90 day money 
back guarantee. So if he doesn’t like it - for 
whatever reason - we’ll happily take It back. 

We’re pretty sure he’ll appreciate it, though. 

After all. It's the best shaver we've ever made. 
Its unique pivoting head is specifically 
designed to follow the contours of the face. 
The result is our closest shave yet. 

And, with models ranging from £49.99 to 
£119.99, it should be easy enough to find 
one that suits him. 

Of course, you could play safe and get him 
another pair of socks this year. 

But just try returning them to the shop after 
90 days’ use and see what reaction you get 
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Virgin’s image reflects 


Clearwater, Honda (AP) — ■ 
Carrying rosary beads and 
cameras, thousands of 
worshippers are flocking to 
the wall of a black glass 
building where they believe 
they see the image of the 
Virgin Mary 

“It’s quite amazing. It's 
very spiritual, very peaceful,* 
said ft tty Scfaarn, a 
receptionist at Seminole 
Finance, the two-storey 
building in central 
Clearwater where the 
rainbow-coloured image was 
first noticed on Tuesday. 
Some said they drove 200 
miles from south Florida for 
a glimpse. 

“People are making 
shrines, bringing gifts, 
candles, flowers, statues. 
Some have been overwhelmed 
and fainted,** said police 
spokesman Wayne Sbelor. 
“We have the infirm, the 
disabled in wheelchairs, the 
blind. They’re coming 500 at 
a time." 

The image, about 50 feet 
wide and 35 feet tall, bears a 
striking resemblance to a 
mantle-covered figure, head 
slightly bowed. It stretches 
across nine panes on the 
outside of the building. 

Shades of purple, bine, yellow 
and green wash across tbe 
mirrored surface like a 
stained glass window, 
swirling into a robe-draped 
figure with downcast head. 

No one had an explanation, 
but glass experts planned an 
inspection to determine if 
chemicals or mineral deposits 
from sprinklers caused it. 

Joe Mann ion, a spokesman 
Tor the local Roman Catholic 
Diocese of St Petersburg, 
urged caution. “Everyone 
should exercise a great deal 
of healthy scepticism." 

But believers needed no 
explanation. To them it’s a 
Christmas miracle. 

“It was like you're in an 
angers arms and tbe light of 
Christ was above and around 
me," Barbara Boyer said of 
her experience. 

Businesses nearby say the 
image bas been developing 
since the Thanksgiving 
holiday in late November. 

But it was not until Itaesday 
that a customer asked if it 
had been painted on the 
glass. 

“Nobody painted 
anything," Ms Scbam said. 


religious fervour in Clearwater I Bleak mid-winter for 

Bethlehem, with no 

tree in the square 


4 



Eric SDver 

Betti tehem 

It looks as if the little Wfest Bank 
town of Bethlehem will have to 
do without a tree the Christmas. 

The good Christians of Fin- 
land sent a 12-metre fir to 
stand in Manger Square across 
from tbe Church of the Nativ- 
ity, Jesus's traditional birth- 
place. When it arrived at 
Ashdod port this week, the Is- 
raeli authorities refused to let 
it into the country. 

Bethlehem has been under 
Palestinian self-rule for the past 
12 months. Since (he Palestini- 
ans have no port, imports from 

raeLThe Finni^*ttee^Msent 
back on tbe next boat 

. The mayor of Bethlehem. 
Elias Frey, yesterday con- 
demned the ban as “narrow- 
minded and provocative”. Israel 
sent an Israeli replacement. Mr 
Freij promptly sent it back. “It 
was dead,'’ he said indignantly. 
“I told them to throw it away." 

The Israelis say they stopped 
tbe Finnish fir on purely pub- 
lic health grounds. Eldad Lan- 
des, director of plant protection 


services in the Ministry of Api- 
culture, said it was forbidden tty 
law to let foreign conifers into 

Israel , . . «. 

“The risk," he explained, “is 

that the trees might carry msecs 

or fungus that don’t exist in this 

country. They could endanger 
all our forests and our agricul- 
ture. The Finns have been 
aware of this ban for five years 
now. They wouldn’t let us seod 
Israeli trees to Finland for the 
same reason.” 

Mr Landes added that Israel 
was ready to give Mr Ffeij an- 
other tree if the first offering was 
not to his satisfaction. “Of 
course," he said, “he won’t ac- 
cept it It’s all politics ." 

The 78-year-old mayor has 
political problems this Christ- 
mas on the home front too. 
Palestinian activists have strung 
pendants across Manger Square 
with the portrait of Abu Jihad, 
co-ordinator of Palestinian re- 
sistance in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, who was assassi- 
nated by Israeli commandos in 
Ibnis in 1988. 

Abu Jihad is a Palestinian 
folk hero, but he has nothing to 
do with the infant Jesus. “These 


pictures arc against th Christ- 
mas spirit," Mr Freij. itnember 
of the Greek Orthodq church, 
protested *We are goig to take 
them down." 

Similar portraits osYasser 
Arafat, however, will lay up . 
The Palestinian PJresient, a 
devout Muslim, is coring i 0 
Bethlehem with his AralChrU- 
tian wife, Suha, for mlojght 
mass on Christmas Eve. 

Bethlehem’s second 'aJes- 
tinian Christmas promisetobe 
a bleak affair. According ? 
Freij, who has been mayor a 25 
years, the bani-up Rtles^aa 
Authority has given them Dik- 
ing for the celebrations. Ncfaas 
organised Christendom. 

But the mayor is nothi* if 
not an optimist He is looing 
forward to 2000, a Christian ty 
year. Next spring he plamto 
launch a $200m appeal in U- 
rope and the' Americas lom% 
the run-down, neglected old ty 
worthy of the millennium. 

Till then, the good Cbristias 
of Finland are sending a Path- 
Christmas to distribute pn 
senes in Manger Square net 
Tuesday night God rest yo 
merry, gentlemen. 





Santa strapped for cash 


Abigail Scfaneiz 

Reuter 

Stockholm — Santa's little 
helpers have downed tools at 
North Pole post offices in 
Greenland and Iceland, leaving 
piles of children's Christmas let- 
ters unanswered and thousands 
of dreams unfulfilled. 

Carefully penned letters full 
of Christmas requests which are 
sent to Santa every year by chil- 
dren from all over the world 
have fallen victim to govern- 
ment spending cuts. 

“Kids can send a letter to 
Santa but they won’t get an an- 
swer," Sir! Kveller, of the San- 


ta Qaus of Greenland Foun- 
dation said. “The more letters 
we answered, the more we got 
and we simply can't afford it" 

Two years ago, official fund- 
ing for the project was with- 
drawn and the service stopped. 
Now the letters are put into stor- 
age - mostly unopened. 

Children who address their 
letters to “Santa Claus, North 
Pole, Iceland” probably won’t 
have much luck either. The 
state-sponsored Icelandic 
tourism board, which once an- 
swered the letters, was forced 
by budget cuts to stop the pro- 
ject about 15 years ago. 

An organisation called North 


Pole in Iceland, bas taken over 
some of the job and is carq 
paigning to make the county 
Santa's “rightful home”. Svri 
den, Finland, and Canada alj 
claim residency rights. 

Children who write to tb 
Finland address have a belts 
chance of getting a reply, b| 
even then it is luck of the drati 
The post office's Santa projel 
received 600,000 letters thl 
year and staff say it is impost 
ble to answer them all. j 

The spirit of Christmas livd 
on in Sweden, however. Th| a 
post office receives up 80,00j ' 
letters a year and each one is ar( 
swered with a small gift 
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Buy the family Macintosh today and claim the Apple Magic Collection Vol.2 by 
Disney Interactive free. Plus save 50% off an Apple Odour StyWriter 1500! 


LONDON 
Albion Computers 

55-55 Mortimer St, London, 

WIN7TD 

0171 631 5305 

Apple at Harrods 

Hamids (3rd Floor), 

87-135 Brampton Rd, London 

SW1X7XL 

0171 730 1254 

Babel Systems 
7 Goldhawk Mews, London 
•W1Z8EA . 

0181 749 8222 

Chramasonic Computer 
Centre 

Chramasonic House. 

2 The Crest, Hendon, London 

NW42HW 

0181 203 S989 

Gasteiner Technologies 
1S-22 Sterling \Rty, Edmonton, 
London N18 2YZ 
0181 345 6000 

Micro Anvika 

13 Chenies St, London 

WC1E7ET 

0171 636 2547 

MicroRent 
Sl Marks Studius. 

Chillingworth Rd, London 
N7SQJ 

0171 7004848 

PM Systems 

782 Gamut Lane, London 

SWP0LZ 

0181 672 1241 

System Solutions 
The Desktop Centre, 

P-19 Blackwater St, 

London SE22 8 RS 
0181 093 3355 

Tasha Computers 

120 Chiswick High Rd, 
Chiswick, London W4 1PU ■ 
0181 994 "424 

Tasha Computers 

290 Kensington High St. 
London WI4 8 NZ 
urmi29+H 


Tr ams 

47-51 Gillingham St, 

London SW1V1HS 
0171 544 1300 

SOUTHEAST 
1st temptation Computers 
29/30 Wktiing St, Canterbury 
01227 764455 

ADM Computing 

24 Lower Bridge St, Canterbury 
01227450200 

ApplePoint Thames \bHey 
1 Mackenzie St, High St, Slough 
01753 518866 

DC Software 

26 High St, Meistham, RedhjD 
01737 644829 

Clocktower 

Storrford Rd, lirdeHadham 
01279771(08 

Computer Sense 

Grovdands Business Centre, 
Boundary Way, 

Heroel Hempstead 
OI442252555 / 

Datacore Consultants 

319a Broomfield Rd, Chelmsford 
01245 261578 

GDN Associates 
23 Manor Rd, Hastings 
01424714110 

Express Graphics Systems 
Unit 14, Pelham Court 
Business Centre, Crawley 
01293 416416 

Flame 

12 Kings Park, Primrose HiD, 
Kings Langley 
01923 270171 

Hussey & Greaves 
94 Hutton Rd Shenfidd, 
Brentwood 
01277226262 

Network Computer 
Consultants 
Famcombe House, 

16 Market St, Lewes 
01273 487702 

ME Electronics 

4 Weighbridge Row, 

Cardiff Rd Reading 
01734 500551 


Network Professional 
110 Queens Rd Brighton 
01273748083 

Performance Direct 
Kingfisher House, 

160-162 High St, Egham 
01784 477088 

Solutions Incorpor a ted 
200 Portland Rd, Hove 
01273 203323 

SKS Systems 

Unit 1 Bdvue Business Centre, 
Beivue Rd, Norfholt 
0181 841 1800 

Thames \bHey Systems 

1 Southern Court, South St, 

Reading 

0118 9581829 

The Mac Express 
10 Lawrence Rd^fet Wickham 
0181 462 3626 

Universal Advanced 
■technology 

Uliswater Crescent Industrial 
Estate, Maripic Lane, Coulsdon 
0181 763 5000 

Viewdata Computing 
Central House, 124 High Sc, 
Hampton HiD 
0181 943 3922 

SOUTH 

Island Computer Systems 
41 Horsebridge Hill, 

Parkhurst, Lsle of Wight 
01983 821717 

Lan-U-Uke 

12a Sandlebeath Industrial 
Estate, Old Brickyard Rd, 
Sandleheath, Fordingbridge 
01425 657905 

The Music Corporation 
The Market Place, Ringwood 
01425 470007 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Guernsey Computers 

33 Commercial Arcade, 

SLftaerftrr 

01481728738 

EAST ANGLIA 
AppleCentre Cambridge 
Unit 5. Clifton Court, Cambridge 
01223247111 


Electronics for Publishing 
Suite 2, The Old Church, 

Sl Matthews Rd, Norwich 
01603767574 ' 

Hussey & Knights 
Graphics House, 60 Beffid St, 
Norwich 
01603 761030 

Peterborough Computer 
Systems 

5 Mitayard Square, Bakewefl Rd 
Orton Southgate, Peterborough - 
01733 370606 

SOUTHWEST 
AM Micro Distribution 
Roman Court, 

48 New North Rd Exeter 
01392426473 

Computer Capability 
14 Oaktree Place, Matford 
01392 207620 

LP & TS Publishing 
14 Camelot Court, Somerton 
01458 274528 

tentra Computers 

48 Kensington Park Rd, Bristol 

01179724708 

Ikvy Typesetting 
42 Brook Sl Tavistock 
01822 615007 

Servo Computer Services 

6 Mansion Court, 

Mansion Close, 

Matford Business Park, Exeter 
01392201300 

Western Computers 
Victoria House, Temple Gate, 
Bristol 

01179 225661 

MIDLANDS 
Adams Computers 
High St, Sutton Coldfield 
0121 35-19222 

Bedford Computers 

31-33 Tavistock Sl Bedford 
01234271113 

CJ Graphic Supplies 
90 Newtown Row, Birmingham 
0121 3333448 

Cdtip Computers 

Lower Mill Sl Kidderminster 
01562 822222 


KRCS 

Queens Coun, Lenton Lane, 

Nottingham 

01159505352 

Leicester Computer 
Centre 

ljarrom Sl Leicester 
01162556268 

PCM technologies 
Midland House, 

3rd Flora; New Rd, Halesowen 
0121 5850191 

Sidwell technology 

48 Dorridge Rd, Dorridge, 

Solihull 

01564 775775 

teck Associates 

18 Chester Rd North, 

Sutton Coldfield 
0121 3537625 

WALES 

Blacnachddn Computer 
Centre 

Cape! Iwan, Newcastle Emlyn, 

Carmarthenshire 

01559371219 

Copystet (Cardiff) 

Noibunr Rd, Rairwarei; Cardiff 
01222 566133 

Hi-Mach UK 
The Church House, 
Hawkesbury Rd Buckley 
01244 >49563 

MacWfestern 
Longcross Court, 

47 Newport Rd, Cardiff 
01222465656 

Vonian Print Technologies 
The Media Centre. 

Ivor House, Bridge Sl Cardiff 
01222 222555 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
CEM Computers 
CEM House, 

Victoria Business Park, 

West Bank Rd Belfast 
01232 556677 

Office Overload 
24 William Sl Dungannon 
01868 727323 


Firebird 

Unit 67 Enterprise House, 
Bafloo Avenue, BaDoo 
Industrial Estate, Bangor 
01247274141 

NORTH 
ABC Microcore 
99HighSLGosforth, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
01912131212 

AppleCentre Warrington 

Gemini Business Park, 

244 Europa Boulevard, 
Westbrook, Wkrrington 
01925 444499 

Direct Memory 
98 Grosvenor Sl All Saints, 
Manchester 
01612744404 

FH Brown 

Mary Sl Manchester 
0161 6611000 

FH Brown 

Efmhirst Lane, Dodworth, 

Barnsley- 

01226 777111 

FH Brown 

Farrington Rd Burnley 
01282830000 

Hi-tec Computer Services 
Cliffe House, Prospect Rd 
Bradford 
01274 626379 

Holdens Computer 
Services 

The Mansions, Chapel Lane, 
Longion, Preston 
01772615512 

Jennings Computer 
Services 

133 Victoria Rd Scarborough 
01723 374196 

LCS (Northwest) 

Orchard House, Castle Garth. 

Kendal 

01539 741777 

Newcastle Computer 
Services 

Belville House, Pontebnd 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
01661 803000 


HI Business Services 
10 Hardhom Why, 
PDulton-le-Fjdde 
01253 899144 

Resolution 

Unit 7 Rother Court. 

Barber Industrial Estate, 
Rotherham 
01709 523535 

Semaphore Design (Systems) 
Progress House, 

22 Pilgrims St, Liverpool 
0151 7087101 

The Apple Studio 

Castlegate Quay, 

Stockton on Sea 
01642 679000 

Tbmorrow’s World 
25-33 Paragon St, Hull 
01482 324887 

SCOTLAND & THE 
ISLES 

AppleCentre Dundee 

Suite 3. Grianan Building, 
Dundee Technical Park, 
Dundee 
01382561110 

AppleCentre Edinburgh 

14/16 HoJyrood Rd, Edinburgh 
0131 55 7 5995 

AppleCentre Scotsys 
Righead Industrial Park, 

BeHshill. Strathclyde 
01698 8*6001 

CMYK Digital Solutions 
42-h* Swanfield 
Bonnington Rd. Edinburgh 
01315 555252 
Carpe Diem Solutions 
Unit 2, 

The Pun Dundas Business Park 
100 Borron Sr, Glasgow 
01413339901 

Inverness Mac Shop 

44 Swanston Avenue. Inverness 
01463 221T0 
PP Systems 

Tferaplandshan. Som. Maudiline 

01290 551543 

The Computer Shop 

169 Commercial St. 

Lerwick, Shetland 
01595 69T44 


MAIL ORDER OUTLETS 
Camelot 

Unit 2. 10 William Rd 
London NW1 3EN 
01713832727 

Computer Warehouse 

9 Hatton Sc, London NWS 8 PR 
0171 7244104 

Dabs Direct 
Direct House, 

30 Wingates Industrial Park. 
West Houghron, Bolton 
0800 680000 

Gordon Harwood 
Computers 

NewSLAlfreton 

01773836781 

Jigsaw Systems 

The Old Mill, High Church St. 

Nottingham 

0115 9422990 

Macline 

Mil! House. Mill Lane, 
Carshalton 
0181401 1111 

MacWarehouse 

Unit 6 , Wblsev Business Park. 
Tolpits Lane, Watford 
0800 801936 

Mygate 

Unit 11, 

Souchbrocik Industrial Estate, 
Soutlibrook Rd, 

London SE12 8 LG 
0800 0181424 

The Mac Zone 

Genesis House. Memw Lane. 

Guildford 

0800393ti% 

OTHER OUTLETS 

The Macintosh Performs 
range is aLsu available from 
hundreds of other Apple 
Resellers and Retailers 
nationwide. 

For details of other Macintosh 
Performa stockists not listed 
here, call the Apple 
Information Centre, free on 
0800234800. 
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obituaries / gazette 

Marcello 

Mastroianni 


Inconceivable as it may now 
appear - particularly to a 
cine-illiterate generation of 
Hollywood-fixated moviegoers 
for whom film history was born 
more or less when they them- 
selves were and for whom, fi- 
nally, the masterpieces of those 
dim, now unknowable decades, 
the Thirties, Forties. Fifties 
and Sixties, constitute not only 
the cinema's history but its pre- 
history, not its Golden Age but 
its Dark Ages - Marcello Mas- 
troianni was the most sheerfy in- 
dispensable film star of the 
entire post-war period. 

Though he made his first ap- 
pearance on screen as an ado- 
lescent in 1939, in Carmine 
Gailone’s Marionette, and could 
be glimpsed in scores of films 
(sometimes as little more than 
an extra) before he achieved 

real and enduring fame, his hey- 
day as an actor, the Sixties and 
Severnies, coincided with that 
of the European art cinema, the 
cinema of the French nouvelle 
vague, of Bressocu Bunuel and 
Bergman and of his own com- 
patriots Fellini, Antonioni and 
Visconti, and it is with that hal- 
cyon period that he will always 
be associated. Like that of the 
films in which he starred, Mas- 
troianni ’s public image was 
imbued with a superficially 
glamorous panache. Yet, as was 
equally true of his films, that ex- 
ternal romantic allure was 
gnawed at from within by a psy- 
chological and even sexual am- 


biguity present even in his ear- 
Iies Ljeune premier roles. 

There was noting shallow 
about Mastroianni His dark, 
matintfe-idol facial features 
were humanised and spiritu- 
alised by more than a hint of 
melancholic insecurity. And to 
those for whom he represent- 
ed the crudely sexist epitome of 
the “Latin Lover" - a more in- 
tellectual Rossano Brazzi, per- 
haps - it may come as a surprise 
to discover just how many of the 
characters he played, during 
an unusually lengthy and pro- 
lific career, were designed to 
undermine the clictuS. 

In Mauro Bologninf s curious 
H BeU'Antonio (1961), for ex- 
ample, his provincial philan- 
derer turned out to be sexually 
impotent; in Pietro Germi’s Di- 
vorao aU'Italima ( Divorce Ital- 
ian Style, 1962) he played a 
vain, languorous baron with 
greasy waxed moustaches and a 
hideously unbecoming hairnet; 
in Jacques Demy's L’Evertc- 
merakphts important depuisque 
I’homme a marc he sur la lime 
(The Most Important Event Since 
Man Milked on the Moon, 1974) 
he was the planet's first pregnant 
man; in Auonsanfan (much was 
also made in 1974 by the T&viani 
brothers: that odd title, inci- 
dentally, is a slangy corruption 
al^ARons, enfants . . .".the open- 
ing words of La Marseillaise ) he 
was a weary revolutionary re- 
solved to make sense of his life; 
and in Ettore Sea la’s mawkish 


if widely admired Una Gioma- 
ta specials (A Special Day, 1977) 
he played a lonely, tfisgraced ho- 




Mastrofannl: matfn6e-fctol features humanised by a hint of Insecurity 


bouxing housewife (Sophia 
Loren!). 

Just as the world’s poets, 
novelists and dramatists have 
almost always elected to portray 
Don Juan at any period but that 
of his vigorously lubricious 
prime - Eton Juan as an infant, 
as an adolescent, as an ex- 
hausted old codger - so the di- 
rectors with whom Mastroianni 
frequently worked tended to di- 
vert his apparent donjuanesque 
suavity and good looks to their 
own equivocal ends. And it 
was to bis credit, as the least nar- 
cissistic of film stars, that he so 
readily subordinated his own 
vanity to their vision. 

As befits the most celebrat- 
ed male actor of the Italian cin- 
ema, his childhood and youth 
recall the narrative of an eariy 
neo-realist film. Born of a des- 
perately impoverished peasant 
famil y, he was sent to a German 
labour camp during the Second 
World ^hr, effected a daring es- 
cape and went into hiding in an 
attic in Venice. Drifting into the 
theatre in 1948, while still at uni- 
versity, he started to acquire a 
reputation for himself as a 
promising member of Ludrino 
Visconti's prestigious repertory 
company, tor which he acted in 
Shakespeire, Goldoni, Chekhov 
and Tennessee Williams. In- 
evitably, though, he would focus 
his attentions on the cinema, 
which was then enjoying an ex- 
traordinary recrudescence in 
his native country. 

For many years, in now for- 
gotten comedies and melo- 
dramas, he played good-looking 
working-class heroes, skirt- 
chasing taxi drivers and small- 
time swindlers. But, by 1958, 
when he bad completed both 
Visconti's exquisitely stylised 
adaptation of Dostoevsfy’s White 
Nights (Le Notd Bianchi , in 
which he co-starred with Maria 
Schell and Jean Marais) and 
Mario Monicelli’s delightfully 
dizzy force, precisely what one 



might imagin e an I talian paling 

comedy to be, / soldi ignoti 
(generally, if crassly, translated 
into English as Big Deal on 
Madonna Street , with Totd and 
Vittorio Gassman), the para- 
meters of his career had been 
established. 

Mastroianni performed in 
scores of films, an astonishing- 
ly high proportion of which 
were made by major or, at least, 
prominent directors: Jules 
Dassin (La LoL 1958, or, in Eng- 
lish, Where the Hot Wind Blows 
- poor Mastroianni was never 
lucky with lus English titles); 
Michelangelo Antonioni (he 
played a cynically disabused 
novelist in La Notie, 1961); 
Louis Malle (as Brigitte Bardot's 
theatre director in Vie PrMe,A 
Xbry Private Affair, 1961, a sup- 
posedly scathing but ultimately 
unpersuasive dissection of the 
whole Bardot phenomenon); 
Valerio Zurlini (the very mov- 
ing Cronaca familiare of 1962); 
Elio PCtii (La Decima Viltima , 


The Tenth Victim, 1965); John 
Boorman (Leo the Last , 1970, a 
pseudo-Brechtian fable in which 
he was cast as a deposed prince 
who fetches up in Notting H31 
Gate, of all unlikely spots); and 
Roman tolanski (What?, 1973). 
He was both poignant and hi- 
larious as a flatulent, suicidal 
gastronome in Marco Ferreri’s 
once notorious La Grande 
Bouffe (1973). And, in the cycle 
of frothy comedies in which he 
was regularly featured opposite 
Sophia Loren ( Yesterday, Today 
and Tomorrow, Marriage Italian 
Style, The Priest’s Wife, etc), he 
could justifiably claim to be the 
Italian Cazy Grant 
There is, of course, a name 
missing from the list which is 
that of Federico Fe llini, with 
whom Mastroianni enjoyed so 
dose a personal and profes- 
sional relationship that in their 
later lives, the two men, by a 
bizarre but not unique phe- 
nomenon of physical conver- 
gence, actually came to bear an 


uncanny resemblance to each 
other (as also happened wtih 
Francois Thiffaut and his filmic 
alter ego, Jean-Pierre Ldaud). 
He was unforgettable as the dis- 
iOusooed gosip columnist in La 
Dolce Vita (I960); became less 
Fellini’s alter ego than what 
mi gh t be called his alter egoiste 
as the movie-director protago- 
nist of 8 J a (1963): played the 
sumptuously nam ed Snaporaz, 
whisked through a gaudy tread- 
mill of militant fe minism in La 

Citta Dei le Donne (City of 
Women, 1979); was profound- 
ly touching (especially for those 
of us who had known him 
young) as an ageing dishevelled 
variety-ball trouper in Ginger 
and Fred (1986, opposite the di- 
rector’s wife and alter egoette, 
Giulietta Masina); and made a. 
brief valedictory cameo in the 
Maestro’s penultimate film, the 
. semi-doenmentaxy Intervista 
(Interview, 1987, scandalously 
unreleased in this country, al- 
though now available on video), 


Professor Arthur Jacobs 


Arthur Jacobs was one of the 
leading writers on music of his 
generation. Although he never 
occupied the position of music 
critic on a major newspaper, his 
writings, characterised by the 
forthrightness with which he al- 
ways expressed himself and his 
impatience with any sort of af- 
fectation or pretension, were 
distributed across a wide range 
of media, from the daily, week- 
ly and monthly press to books, 
both popular and scholarly. 

Born in Manchester in 1922, 
and educated at Manchester 
Grammar School and at Oxford. 
Jacobs brought to the London 
musical scene what was firmly 
an outsider's consciousness, in 
many ways a great strength but 
perhaps his Achilles’ heel as for 
as the advancement of his ca- 
reer was concerned. He sever- 
al times began to establish 
himself as a critic for a London 
newspaper but was then passed 
over when it came to the pos- 
sibility of a longer-term ap- 
pointment. A directness that 
coukl sometimes come close to 
the abrasive, though rarely ap- 
plied when not richly deserved, 
did not always endear him to 
others in his younger days. 

Ho had begun hs London ca- 
reer writing for the Daily Ex- 
press. in 1947. He had a' spell 
w ith the hinting Srandanl, and 


as a freelance wrote as second 
critic for the Financial Times 
and later the Sunday Times, as 
well as for the Jewish Chronicle. 
He was a regular writer for the 
monthly Musical Times, and 
for a while was acting editor, but 
for one reason or another was 
never asked to succeed for- 
mally to the editorial chair. In 
1962 he joined the editorial 
board of Opera, where for 10 
years he was influential as 
deputy editor, and for much 
longer than that, indeed right up 
to the present, as a leading crit- 
ic He was a passionately open- 
minded critic wide in his 
knowledge and sympathetic 
though by no means uncritical- 
ly so, to new music and new 
ideas with a progressive outlook 
to match his own. 

Jacobs had a strong mission 
to bring good, clear writing 
and dependable information 
about music to a wider public 
His Penguin New Dictionary of 
Music, published in 1958 and 
still going strong (its sixth edi- 
tion came out earlier this year), 
is a typical product in its brisk, 
no-nonsense manner. This is 
onlyime of several reference or 
semi-reference paperbacks be 
produced. It was followed by a 
Penguin Chttrul Music Sympo- 
sium ( 1963 ). I had the privilege 
ol helping him with the next. 


The Pan Book of Opera (1964), 
a valuable learning experience, 
for a young writer, in the ap- 
plication of scholarly method to 
writing for a broad readership, 
not to mention his passion for 
accuracy and precision. His 
last reference work was a 
Penguin Dictionary of Musical 
Performers (1990). 

In 1970 he conceived the 
idea of a Music Yearbook, 
putting together an ambitious 
plan for a comprehensive ref- 
erence work about musical life, 
which immediately proved to be 
a valuable and soon an essen- 
tial adjunct to British musical 
life. He edited what is now the 
British Muse Yearbook from 
1972 to 1979, as well as a Mu- 
sic Education Handbook in 
1976. These were energetic 
years; his productions also in- 
cluded a Short History of West- 
ern Music , no less, published in 
1972. During this time he was 
teaching at the Royal Academy 
of Music, but in 1979 he took 
the opportunity to return for a 
time to the north as Head of 
Music and later Professor at 
Huddersfield Polytechnic. He 
also taught as guest professor at 
a number of institutions in 
the United States. Canada and 
Australia. 

Opera was always at the cen- 
tre of his interests. He was a 


firm believer that it was meant 
to be fully understood, and 
that meant it should be pre- 
sented in English to English- 
speaking audiences. He was -a 1 
good linguist himself and trans-r 
lated more than 20 operas, 
from Italian, French. German 
and Russian, in a fluent and di- 
rect style that sometimes be- 
trayed (though not often 
inaptly) his early love of Gilbert 
ana Sullivan (the subject of his 
first book, in 1951). 

Typically, they covered a 
range of composers from Mon- 
teverdi (L’mcoronazione di 
Popped) to Berg (Lulu), via 
Handel Berlioz. Rossini and 
Tchaikovsky. He wrote the li- 
bretto, after Said's short story, 
for Nicholas Maw’s One Man, 
Show (1964). • 

Jacobs somehow managed, 
among all this diversity of writ- 
ing and editing, to pursue seri- 
ous scholarly research. He had 
a spell as visiting scholar at 
Wolfson College, Oxford, and 
decided to settle hi Oxford for 
his last years. He appeared reg- 
ularly at meetings of the Roy- 
al Musical Association, always 
ready to ask awkward questions. 
His chief passion was for the late 
Victorian era. He followed up 
his eariy Sullivan book with a 
full-scale, authoritative bio- 
graphical study in 1984, Artlutr 


Sullivan : a I'ictorian Musician , 
lively in style, rich in context, 
original and penefratriigstits. 
criticism. Then in 1994 came 
Henry Wood: maker of the 
Proms , again the product of 
fresh research. It is by these sub- 
stantial contributions that he 
would most have liked to be re- 
membered; although he also 
had the true scholar's humility 
and would never have wanted 
any of his writings to be called 
“definitive". He had further 
books planned when he became 
31; he faced this with charac- 
teristic candour and courage, 
strengthened by the loving sup- 
port of his wife Betty, whom he 
had mairied in 1953, herself a 
journalist then working for a pa- 
per in New Zealand, where 
she had long lived. 

Stanley Sadie 

Like countless others, I grew up 
with Arthur Jacobs’s Penguin 
Dictionary of Music as a vade- 
mecum which saw me through 
every music exam and beyond, 
writes Fiona Maddocks. In pro- 
fessioual life, I knew Arthur 
slightly for many years, from en- 
counters at the first night operas 
he so assiduously attended or 
from correspondence in which, 
with great tact, he would point 
out an error or fact or a disputed 
date (such as Pladdo Domingo’s 


real date of birth) in something 
I had published. Only in the Iasi 
'rix months of his life, when he 
asked me to help with revisions 
for his pvfii Andfinal-effitiOB 6f 
tbc Penguin Dtctioa/iggoflifutk, 
did I have the chance to know 
him better. 

Typically, as l quickly learnt, 
he wanted to put his affaire in 
order, and set about it with an 
indefatigable will and clarity of 
purpose, despite fast increasing 
frailty. Each meeting at his Ox- 
ford house had a dear objective. 
Not a moment was wasted. We 
would begin in his well-ordered 
study, papers laid out ready, 
completing our task before cof- 
fee was permitted next door in 
the light-filled breakfast room, 
often joined by his wife Betty. 
The tempting diversion of gos- 
sip or conversation was never al- 
lowed to interrupt the matter in 
hand. Arthur knew his time was 
short but, equally, he valued the 
time of others. 

In an age which eschews for- 
mality and malms no distinction 
between acquaintance and 
friendship, Arthur Jacobs re- 
tained an old-fashioned respect 
for these boundaries, reserving 
his private thoughts for those 
closest to him but showing a shy, 
almost blunt warmth to those 
outside that circle which was all 
the more rewarding for being 


Jacobs dtetto na rtes of auric 

earned. Shortly before his 
death, stfll questing for the 
new, he had hoped to get to 
London for Die Soldaten at 
English National Opera. To his 
own regret, and to those of us 
who hoped to see him there, it 
.was not to be. 

Arthur David Jacobs, musicolo- 
gist and critic : bom Manchester 
14 June 1922; member of the Ed- 
itorial Board, Opera 1961-96; 
Professor, Royal Academy of Mu- 
sic 1964-79; Head of the Music 
Department, Huddersfield Poly- 
technic 1979-84, Professor 1984- 
96; Founder and Editor; British 
Music Yearbook (formerly Mu- 
sic Yearbook) 1971-79. Adviso- 
ry Editor 1979-83; Visiting Fellow, 
Wolfson College, Oxford 1979. 
1984-85, 1991-92; married 1953 
Betty Upton Hughes (t*v sons); 
died Oxford 13 Decanter 1996. 


Unforgettable: Mastroianni as the (SsMorioned gossip cotunmist and Anita Ekberg In La Dolce Vtt a (1980) Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


whose highligh t was the affec- 
tionate and affecting reunion, 
almost 30 years on, of the 
two stare of La Dolce Vita , 
Mastroianni and Anita Ekberg. 

For virtually four decades 
now. the principal methodolo- 
gy of film criticism has been the 
Auteur Theory, which postu- 
lates the director as the true 
and, indeed, sole, author of a 
fihn. If ever a corresponding Ac- 
teur Theory were to be evolved, 
however, then Marcello Mas- 
troiarmi would deserve to be ac- 
corded one of the most elevated 
niches in its Pantheon. Without 
him, the history of the con- 
temporary European cinema 
is amply inconceivable. 

Gilbert Adair 

Marcello Vincenzo Domenico 
Mastroianni, acton bom Fontana 
Lai, Italy 28 September 1924; 
mairied 1950 Flora CarabeUa 
( one daughter; and one daugh- 
ter by Catherine Deneuve); died 
Paris 19 December 1996. 



Professor 

Dragoslav 

Srejovic 

To historians interested in an- 
cient civilisations of south- 
eastern Europe, Dragoslav Src- 
jovic was known as “the ar- 
chaeologist with golden fingers . 

His talent and intuition led 
him to several important finds 
which not only enriched previ- 
ous knowledge but opened en- 
tirely new vistas. Thanks to nis 
enthusiasm and dauntless de- 
termination, his erudition and 

impeccable methodology, huge 
stemsforward were made in the 
study of archaeology m Serbia 
and Montenegro. This meant, 
as well as excavating new sites, 
main ng the evidence available 
through scholarly publications 
and international |atbenngs 
and, above aH training new 
generations of students. _ 

Srejovic was bom in 1931 m 

Kragujevac, Serbia, a town best 

known for the cruel treatment 
of Us dvOian population during 
the Second world War - in- 
cluding 300 schoolboys taken 
out of their classrooms and 
shot by the Germans in Octo- 
ber 1941. After schooling in his 
native town, he studied ar- 
chaeology at the University of 
Belgrade, where he also start- 
ed teaching, completing his 
doctoral dissertation in 1964 
and becoming professor of Pre- 
historic Archaeology in 1976. 

Aware of the wealth of sites 
to be explored, Srejovic direct- 
ed his activity to prehistoric lo- 
calities as well 3S to those of late 
Antiquity and the early Chris- 
tian period. Among the first, his 
most spectacular mid, between 
1965 and .1970, was the exten- 
sive Mesolithic settlements on 
the righ t h ank of the Danube, 
above the Iron Gates. Named 
after the main locality, Lepen- 
ski Vir, and dating from 
c6700BC to 5500BC, they con- 
tained evidence of a flourishing 
culture with much monumental 
stone sculpture. His book about 
them, Europe’s First Monu- 
mental Sculpture: new discover- 
ies at Lepertski Vir, was 
published in English in 1972. 
He also wrote the entry on 
Lepenslti Vir for Macmillan's 
Dictionary of Art (1996). 

from 1975, in spite of limit- 
ed resources, he persevered in ( 
his search for the palace com- 
plex of Rbmuliana built by the 
Emperor Gale riiis (305-311) in 
honour of his mother Romula- 
buL He suspected that it lay at 
Gamzigrad, in the Timok valley 
in eastern Serbia (the former 
Roman province Dacia Ripen- 
sis). Following several fruitful 
excavations, ne was proved 
right by the discovery of a 
monumental inscription, Felix 
Romutiana, in 1984. 

Most recently, while contin- 
uing bis study of Gamzigrad, his 
hunch took him to a remote site 
at Sarkamen, near Negotin, 
where he expected to reveal the 
remains of a palace bufit by the 
Roman emperor Maxrminus 
Daia (307-314), nephew of Ga- 
lerius. After three difficult 
years, with practically no ma- 
terial hdp, his team ofyoimg ar- 
chaeologists unearthed ample 
evidence that their teacher’s 
thoughts were correct 

Omy a month before his 
death and already seriously 
weakened by Alness, Srejovic 
presented an impressive find of 
jewellery and other items con- 
firming that yet another im- 
portant site, that of Dacia 
Ripensis, was waiting to be 
explored. 

Zaga Gsrrilovic 


Drngodav Srejovic, archaeologist: 
bom Kragujevac, Serbia 8 Oc- 
tober 1931; Professor of Prehis- 
toric Archaeology- University of 
Belgrade 1976-96; died Brigade 
29 November 1996. 
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BIRTHS 

KIKKMVV. Tu Julia and Yuv.il. a 
iUuf.hii.-i. Naomi Ik'Jirm*. i*n 10 
IVcvintx.'T !**%. 

McDOUitLL: On IS lX.vcmtx.-i hi 
Su»n- 1 bit liver) .uh! TorquiL a son, 
I -in h'W Stcvti.-. a hinlhrT (or 
I I*>I4 

WowH-narats for Cturttr BIRTHS. 
MARK I ICES Si DEATHS iBIrtXv 
UfoptiMH. Marriages, Deni In. Mano- 
rial mxirpkWMUtaie ■anhmiiries. la 
Mnwriamt ifoild be vent In writing 
tulbrCfonetle UUk Tbc Independent, 

I Cauda Sqnwr, Canary Wharf, Lou- 
den EI4 5DL, Idcpbonrd in 0171.293 
Mil 1 24- hoar answering machine 
M'I SJ 20121 or foard to 0171-2*.* 
2010. and air charged at £6J<0a line 
l VAT rural. OTHER Curette an- 
oo u femc nt i I notices tactions Kmh. 
coming man-ngn. Marriages t mst he 
nboritted fa writing (or taxed) nod ore 
charged at £10 a line. VAT nfra. Tbn 
rhowkl be accompa n ied by a daytime 
telephone number. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Ur Date Kent. Ounctlkv. Sumy Uni- 
'ir-'W. pic* ok-. jI a Ci TifiTTUvnl itf IX- 

riii .- 1 Cctcrmnn. j] fiuilijfutil Cjthcdrni. 
ijuiUi.il d. Sunw 

Changing of the Guard 

The HixudfctM l jiatn Mi muled Ku;i- 
nx-ni mums tlx- Ouccn's Lite Ciu.hJ at 
llorsr Gauds. I Ijnu Ni|nx>-L-a t'limpa- 
m GmudKrGtuidt ox mnts the Owcn'-i 
Guild. .i> Bactimhiai Palace. Il.Vtun. 
IskuJ prinukiJ In the Sun.-, fiiunh 


Birthdays 

Miss Jenny A gutter, actress. 44; Mr 
Michael Beaumont, Seigneur of 
Sirk, hM; Lord Bratwon of Tin. for- 
mcrpnvraraent minister. SO: Mr Bd- 
fy Bravg. rock, singer aiui songwriter, 
■M; Mr Simon Cha rating, former 
chairman, London Philharmonic. 

Sir George Coldstream QC, for- 
mer permanent secretary u> the 
Lord CTiancclIor. 8«; Mr Malcolm 
Cooper, marksman. 40; Mr Peter 
Cnss, drummer. 54: Mr Charles 
Denton. Head ot Drama. BBC Tele- 
vision. 51; Miss Bo Derek, film ac- 
tress. 50; Mr Bo Diddlcv, singer and 
guitarist. is\ Lord Him-c of Aberavon 
CH QC. former Cabinet minister. 70; 
Mr Simon Hughes, cricketer. 5?; Miss 
Lesley- Judd, actress. 50: Mr Janies 
Leaser, author. 73; Sir Gavin Light- 
man. High Court judge, 57; Mr 
Donald Tandy, actor. 78; Miss Rachel 

Trickctt, former principal, St Hugh's 

College. Oxford, 75; Mr John Whit- 
ney. chairman, the Really Useful 
Group. Me Mr John Wilkins. Editor, 
the Tablet, otl. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Nicholas Sanson, cartogra- 
pher, 1599; Pieter de Hooch, painter. 
102*1; John Wilson Croker, politician 
and reviewer. 17c4k William Bum. ar- 
chitect. 1 7{*9; Nicnlas-Tous»aint 
Char lei. designer and military 
paintcr, 1792; Thomas Graham, 
chemist 1805; Friedrich Kuhmslcdt, 
organist and composer. 1804: 
Leopold urn Meyer, pianist, is 16: 
The Rev Edwin Abbott Ahhoc, 
headmaster and theologian. IS3S: 
Teresa Schnartze, portrait painter, 
IS52: Harvey Samuel Firestone, in- 
dustrialist. ifitsK; Lorenzo Perosi. 
priest and composer. IS72: Theodore 


Francis Pbwys novelist. 1875; Sir 
Robert Gordon Menses, statesman. 
1S94; Robert JetnisoR \hn de GraafL 
physicist and inventor. 1901. Deaths: 
Ignatius, bishop of Antioch. AD 
HIT; Ambrouc Rue. surgeon. 1590; 
Emmerich von Valid, jurist, 1767; 
Thomas HilL literary patron, proto- 
type of “Paul Pry”. IS40: Henry 
Harland. novelist and editor, 19U5: 
Emilc-Franqats Lnubel statesman. 
IQ29: Erich Friedrich Wilhelm von 
LudcndorfL general. 1957; James 
Hilton, novetisi- 19S4; Moss Hart, 
playwright. I%1: John Ernst Stein- 
beck. novelist, 1968; Admiral Lois 
Cutcto Blanco, Spanish prime min- 
ister. assassinated 1973; Bobby Darin 
t Robert Walden Cassono), singer, 
1973: Artur Rubinstein, pianist 1982; 
Gwen Berryman, actress (“Doris 
Archer"), I9S3: BiD Brandt, pho- 
tographer. 1963. On this day: the Gist 
General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland was held. 1560; Peter the 
Great’s reformation of the Russian 
calendar was announced, 1699; the 
last issue of the original .Sywawarwas 
published. 1714; the Suite of Texas 
was incorporated in the United 
States. 1845; the Stale of South Car- 
olina seceded from the American 
Union. IStiO; the first London per- 
formance of the operetta Madame 
Pampaduur was presented, 1923; 
Kail Renner became the first presi- 
dent of the new Austrian republic. 
1045; the first atomic kc-breakcr, tbc 
Lenin, began operating, 1950; Wta- 
dyslow GomuAiu Polish Communist 
leader, resigned office after riots by 
workers. 1970; Romuald Spasowski, 
IVtteh ambassador to the US. was 
granted political asylum in the Unit- 
ed States. 19S1; two Townsend 
Thorcscn ferries collided off Har- 
wich, with the loss of six fives, 19S2. 


Ibday is the Feast Day of St Ammon 
and his Companions, St Dominic 
of Silos, St Philogonius and Si 
Ursicimis. 

Lectures 

Notional Gallery: Jacqueline Lewis. 
“Same Difference (iti): Mm Dyck, 
Charity, and Reynolds, Lady Cadi- 
bum ”, l pm. 

Church appointments 
The following appointments have 
been announced by the Church of 
England: 

Hie Rev ftml Atis Vicar, Stub: Conan. IWti- 
morextih Ha-Unm. and Rcvc «arh Nahcrar 
fEacter): ta He oho SuMXannt Enter Codic- 
dial lEwicT). 

The Kcv Rudnev Biddle. Vicar. Sbivnlmn 
Si George- to be aho Pncvt-oj -charge. Bk- 
wx. Monttond xith Shravonhae and Filz 
HxhfieU). 

The far Midiad Calaridgc. Pricw-ia-eharge. 
Wellington, Christ Church: in be Vicar. 
Wcthngioii. Chnst Church iLKfcficU). 

The Rev Nicholas Him. Team View, Itrett 
to be Priest -n«±urjr, Ruspcr wilh Coigile 
(OBcteatcr). 

The Rev Janulun Greener. Dnraauc Qup- 
tun ta itx Bahnp at Thuu.- to he View. 
Borinoo Phsana^ The Good Shepherd i Oacfc- 
eacrj. 

The Rev John Harris, Vicar. MoWgrcwt to 
he Rrtt-4-in-durgc. South Oueu CbriM 
Cl uni (Wakctidd). 

The Rev Rial Hartley. Team Vkar. Guise lev 
"dh E»boft [BradfivJl; tube Rector. Si Cuth- 
bcn. Adnoctii (WUdidil). 

Ttc Rev Mart Haoanh. Year. Swaiitatn HO- 
lv. Swatthmn Bulbcek and Rods lobe ahn 
Rond Dean of Fordham [Qyl. 

Tbc Rev ,\ndm Mitdum. Shrme Pncn. 
Wahwpbam: to he Vicar. WeM Wivihiag Si 
John the Divnu- iQuebcser) 

The Rev Stmon Mntpm. Carafe. Rsechawo 
and lehcnmbL-unih Pnldmgftoe and Sootiv 
ease: in he Priest Lwt Dean whh 
Ffryon a ad JcViagioq (Cb^estcr). 

The Rev Knlh Smith. Curate (NSMj, Ma>- 
Nidgc: lo be .-Vsaacant Curare, Durriapas 
(Ctuduster). 


Ban on Amnesty radio advertising upheld 


Regina v Radio Authority; ex 
parte Bofi and another; Court of 
Appeal (Lord Woolf. Master of 
die Rolls, Lord Justice Aldous, 
Lord Justice Brooke) 

17 December 1996 

Campaigning against a gov- 
ernment in order to persuade 
it to change its laws or policies 
was a “pofiticaT act i v ity ; the ra- 
dio advertising of which was 
prohibited by section 92 of the 
Broadcasting Act 1990. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by David 
Neill Bull and Nigel Wright 
against the decision of the 
Queen’s Bench Divisional 
Court on 4 July 1995, refusing 
their application for judicial 
review of the decision of the 
Radio Authority on 7 October 
1994 to ban further radio 
advertising by Amnesty In- 
ternational (British Section). 

The ban was imposed under 
section 92(2)(a) of the Broad- 
casting Act 1990, which pro- 
hibits the inclusion in a licensed 
service ot 

(I) Any advertisement which is in- 
serted by or on behalf of any body 
whose objects are wholly or mainly 


whose objects are wholly or mainly 
of a political nature; (2) Any ad- 
vertisement which is directed to- 
wards any political end. 

The applicants were respec- 


LAW REPORT 
+ 

20 December 1996 


tively the director and. chairman 
of die council of the British Sec- 
tion of Amnesty International, 
an unincorporated association 
founded in 1961 to promote 
awareness of human rights. 
They contended that Amnesty's 
objects were principally 
humanitarian and non-pohticaL 

The authority approached 
the matter on the basis that: 
In order to determine whether the 
objects of AIBS are wholly or main- 
ly political, the Authority consider 

whether each of those objects is prin- 
cipally aimed at securing a change 
of the United Kingdom law or the 
law of any foreign country, or a re- 
versal or government policy or ad- 
ministrative decisions in the UK or 
abroad or at persuading the UK gov- 
ernment or any foreign govern- 
ment to alter its policies or to adopt 
particular polities. 

On this basis, the authority 
decided that Amnesty’s ob- 
jects were "mainly political”. 
Nigd Planing QC and Peter Duffy 
and Sean Wfflsen (Bindman & Ptn) 
for Amnesty. Daiid PtmmckQCand 
Dinah Rose ( Allen & Overy) for die 
authority. 

Lord Woolf MR said there 
was no statutory definition of 


"objects", “wholly or mainly" 
or “political”. Their proper 
meaning was Important in 
determining this appeaL 
Where a body had formally 
set out its objects, as Amnesty 
had, one would expect the au- 
thority to decide, at first in- 
stance, whether those objects 
fell within section 92{2Xs) by 
doing no more than examine 
the statement of its objects. 
Where there was doubt as to 
whether the formal statement 
reflected the true position or 
where ft was not possible to de- 
termine the position tty mere- 
ly looking at the objects, the 
authority was entitled to 
examine any other material 
available. Where there was 

more than <me object and some 

were political and others not, 
it might be essential to go be- 
yond the formal statement of 
objects to see whether they 
were mainly political 
The meaning of “wholly or 
mainly" was not free from am- 
biguity. It had to be construed 
as part of a provision restrict- 
ing Amnesty’s freedom of com- 
munication. The issue was not 
whether such a restriction was 


justifiable but how it should be 
construed having regard to its 
effect The ambiguous words 
should be construed restric- 
tively. To fall within the provi- 
sion, therefore, a body must be 
more than 75 per cent political. 

In considering “political", 
assistance was provided by the 
case of McGovern vA-G [1982] 
Ch 321 at 240, where Slade J 
was concerned with whether 
Amnesty was entitled to char- 
itable status. He decided it 
was not because all the main 
objects of the trust were in part 
political in that their purpose 
was: to further the interests of 
a particular political party, to 
procure changes in the laws of 
this or a foreign country; or to 
procure reversal of govern- 
ment policy or particular deci- 
of government authorities 
in this or a foreign country. 

No better guidance was 
available as lo what was here 
meant by “political" and his 
Lordship accepted , the au- 
thority’s argument that this 
was the correct approach. 

Magrath, Barrister 

• 77or is the last htw report for the 
Michaelmas Tirm. Law reports 

Me beginning of the 
niiary Term, on 13 January 1997 
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Let children sing carols and light the menorah 


H erald angels sing in 
David’s Gty, shepherds 
watch poor men gather- 
ing winter fuel, and a 
Birmingham maths 
Kacner gets upset The sight of Muslim 
. children si ngin g Christian celebration 
songs proved rather too much for one 
Muslim teacher. Israr Khan cried out to 
AUah, the audience started booing, and 
Christian parents took offence. Hardly 
a great start to the season of goodwill. 

Given the ongoing disc riminat ion 
agamst Islam in Britain’s schools, it is 
perhaps unsurprising that one fervent 
Muslim decided he had heard one “Oh 
Little Town” too many. The Govern- 
ment still insists — inappropriately - that 
all schools hold a daily act of Christian 
worship. And although the state funds 
Catholic schools. Church of England 
Schools and Jewish schools, there are 
still no Muslim schools with govern- 
ment financial support. 

Even so, for all that there may be gen- 
uine Muslim gripes against the boldof 
Christianity over state education, the 
Birmingham maths teacher went too 
far. There is nothing wrong with a good 
Christmas sing-song, and most famfljgc , 
whatever their religion, should be glad 
for their children to participate. School 
carol services tread a narrow line 
between being an act of Christian wor- 
ship, a cultural celebration and educa- 
tional experience. But so long as they 
tumble out on the right side of that line. 


they should be a great experience for 
all the children concerned. 

Forcing children to worship a foreign 
faith against their own or their parents 
wishes certainly isn’t acceptable. But 
nobody does that Afl parents are at lib- 
erty to withdraw their children. Not can 
schools get away with assuming all 
their pupils are Christians these days. 
Teachers are mostly acutely sensitive to 
the different belief systems and cultural 
backgrounds of the pupils in their care. 

Indeed, most schools already handl e 
the modem dash of cultures admirably. 
The fact that the Government insists on 
state schools holding a daily acts of 
Christian worship does not make life 
easier. Compulsory Christian gather- 
ings are inappropriate in most schools, 
where children come from all kinds of 
religious backgrounds, and many par- 
ents either don’t believe in any God at 
all, call him by a different nanus, or have 
very strong views within a particular 
strand of Christianity. 

In practice, though, most schools 
sensibly sidestep the problem, by play- 
ing up the moral, ethical and cultural 
side of of assemblies, and playing down 
the belief. The procedures for opting 
out of the dally religious gathering are 
explicit and well known, so no child of 
another faith need endure hymn- 
singing and Jehovah-guiding if they 
don’t want to. So wbOe it would be far 
better if our state schools were secular 
institutions, as they are in France and 
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the US, there is little point in drawing 
up battlelines over the issue. 

Religious education is quite another 
matter. Lea rning about other religions 
and cultures, whether we choose to 
believe in them or not, is an essential 
part of a rounded education. RE is 
rightly a legal requirement. Christians 
should learn about Islamic traditions, 
Hindus about Jewish culture, and so on. 
Perhaps most important of all, totally 
secular children should have the chance 
to learn what it is they don’t believe in. 

Moreover, to understand truly other 
religions and cultures, we need to 
know not just what other people 


believe, but how they believe. The rit- 
uals through which others worship and 
celebrate their faith are as much a part 
of religion as the names of the Gods 
they believe in. Teaching religion and 
culture through songs, stories and 
drama is probably the best way to com- 
municate it to non-believers, particu- 
larly young ones. After all, religions are 
not sets of propositions, they are sto- 
ries from which cultures are generated 
which twine round each other like 
double helixes. Participating in a nativ- 
ity play is a great way to understand the 
Christian faith, as a story, a drama, and 
a mythology, rather than a list of falsi- 


fiable statements that you can choose 
to accept or reject. ... 

The Christmas theatrical tradition in 
Britain twists back centuries, through 
pantos, mystery plays, mummers plays 
and nativities; "the lessons are cultural 
as much as they are religious. As Mark 
Santer, the Bishop of Birmingham, 
points out, Christmas enters the minds 
and imagin ations of the most secular 
Brit, nor through discussion or lecture, 
“but by the telling and hearing of sto- 
ries, by the repetition of familiar car- 
ols and hymns, by looking at pictures. 
None of these describes the mystery of 
Christmas in a way that is either literal 
or exhaustive. All are more or less allu- 
sive or symbolic”. Other religions 
should be taught and experienced in 
the same way. Christian children can 
learn much from lighting the candles 
at Hanukkah, or watching the televised 
Mahabharata . the epic of Hindu stories. 

But most schools know this already. 
They treat religious festivals as oppor- 
tunities to educate, not to force wor- 
ship. Many go to great lengths to 
accommodate the sensitivities of dif- 
ferent religious groups. The words of 
Christmas carols are changed to avoid 
references to “the son of God,” for 
the birth of Jesus was after all the 
birth of a Muslim prophet. The Birm- 
ingham school at the centre of this 
week’s religious clash celebrates other 
festivals such as the Festival of Light 
and Ramadan, as well as Christmas. 


Mr Khan, the maths teacher, should 
have sat through the carol concert and 
enjoyed the singing, rather than per- 
ceiving the Christian songs as a threat 
to his own religion. And equally he 
should have looked forward to drawing 
the entire school into his own religious 
and cultural celebrations at other times 
of year. Still, perhaps Mr Khan's out- 
burst is actually all the proof we need 
that our cultures and traditions arc not 
really that far apart. After all. we all gel 
frayed and fractious at Christmas. 


Big brains but no 
common sense 


M y ivoiy tower is taller than your 
rvorv twer. Not content with the 


-LYJL Kan,- tower. Not content with the 
Varsity matches, the Boat Race, and 
many another ancient rivalry, Oxford 
and Cambridge are at it again. Oxford 
came top of the fust research table for 
universities. But Cambridge think it’s a 
cheat. Oxford only entered percent 
of its academics for assessment, while 
Cambridge entered 98 per cent. 
Oxford should have come third. But we 
shouldn't worry too much about 
precisely which came top; the most 
important thing is, the ratings confirm 
what we have always known: not even 
the best Oxbridge brains can come up 
with an answer everyone accepts. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Labour props 
up elective 
dictatorship 
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Sin Yesterday I believed that the 
incorporation of the European - 
Convention on Human Rightswas 
one of the reasons why a Blair 
government might be preferable to 
a Major government Tbday I learnt 
(“Labour looks less liberal as power 
looms”, IS December) that, under 
Labour, when judges discover a 
breach of the convention afl that 
will happen is that “consideration 
will need to be given by the 
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Gays need not 
fear growing old 
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government of the day and 
Parliament as to what actioi 


Parliament as to what action should 
be taken”. This is boringly similar to 
the words of the old royal veto: 

. “The King will take thought of it.” 

| The purpose of constitutional " 
refoim is to control an elective " 
dictatorship whose power has got 
out of band. Constitutional reform 
undertaken without this motive is 
no more than better dressing of a 
shop window. It remains true, as 
Alan Beitb said in 1991, that die 
Liberal Democrats are the only 
party willing to come into power 
committed to reducing their own 
power. 

Earl RUSSELL 
House of Lords 
London SW1 
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' Sir As the Labour prime minster 
responsible for the “winter of 
discontent”. Lord Callaghan 
(“Labour fooled by the Ibries, 
Callaghan says”, 19 December) 
should be the last person to advise 
Tbny Blair on New Labour's future 
relationship with the trade unions. 

If Labour gets defeated at the 
next general election, it will not be 
due to what the New Labour has or 
has not done, but because the 
Tories will, for the nth time, show 
the television footage of the 
“winter of discontent” and the 
unforgettable images of London 
streets littered with mountains of 
putrefying garbage and cemeteries 
with unbun ed bodies. 

Thank you. Lord Call ag han, for 
your advice! 

M RIAZ HASAN 
Harrow, Middlesex 


blunderbuss n, (Hist.) 
Largs bora gun firing 
mainly balls . Wildly 
inaccurate . 1 f. Greek J 






Sin Your correspondents ( 1 6 
December) have missed the point 
of the Ami-Gay debate. The issue is 
how to make gay/homoscxual life 
meaningful. It is to do with ageing 
in a subculture that is dominated by 
(white middle-class) men who seem 
to spend their whole lives in discos, 
bars and gyms. 

Mainstream gay culture’s reaction 
to the issues.4rir/-Gay addresses is 
understandable because it reminds 
these folks that life under 30 is not 
infinite and that the failure to 
provide meaning for ourselves for 
the lime alter 30 iscruciaL 

There are too many young 
people who have decided to “live 
fast and die young” because they 
cannot fathom the idea of being gay 
and old. Aids educators will know 
whaL I am talking about. The point 
is not getting a life but getting a 
meaningful life. Current gay 
culture effectively creates a void 
filled with drugs/discos and gyms 
but fails to address these issues. 

Despite this. I’ll stick to being 
gay because I will not accept the 
box the medical profession 
invented for people like myself 
some hundred vears ago. 
UDOSCHUKLENK 
l*reston, Lancashire 
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Sin As a gay man and a lover of real 
cask beer I take exception to 
Desmond Cough km’s letter on gay 
bars and good beer ( IS December). 
'Maybe his local bar does sell a good 
pint of Guinness - which is a stout, 
not a beer anyway - but it is still 
fizzy pasteurised stuff. There is a 
strong element of macho lager- 
drinking in some strands of gay 
culture but this should not detract 
from the fact that there arc plenty 


of lesbians and gay men who like 
cask-conditioned beer. 


Peril of fat in the 
wrong places 






Sin Yet again a crack at Slough - 
this time in a millennium 
suggestion that it be destroyed 
(Letters, 18 December). Your 
correspondent R P Heinemann 
must never have been here - or had 
his or her eyes shut. How else is it 
possible to miss our spectacular 
Richard Rogers-designed Learning 
Resource Centre at Thames Vhlley 
University (featured in your 
pages ). our 24dwwnmty manor 
house, Upton Court, the exquisite 
St Michael’s Church and a host of 
other buildings - ordinary maybe, 

but not eyesores. 

Slough does have its less 
attractive areas, and too many 
people live in overcrowded homes. 
The solution is not wholesale 
destruction but the release of 
housing capital money to allow 
councils to build again. This will 

only happen when we have a 
Labour government - which will be 
an occasion for real celebration. 
FIONA MacTAGGART 
Labour Parliamentary Spokesperson 
Slough, Berkshire 


Our jackpot 

Sin My husband and I have come 
up with a way of winning £2 on the 
. uioflr We write our 


Sir Whilst one might understand 
the need for Jerome Burne to offer 
some Christmas cheer to the 
“circumferentially challenged”, the 
assertion that being fat is healthy is 
a good example of how a superficial 
acquaintance with complex 
biological data can lead to wholly 
incorrect conclusions (“Something 
Big”, 16 December). 

Scientific evidence strongly 
supports the view that being 
overweight is associated with an 
increased risk of various diseases, 
including coronary heart disease 
(CHD), the second leading cause 
of mortality in this country. 

This is primarily because obesity 
is associated with various adverse 
metabolic factors such as high 
blood pressure (hypertension), 

high blood cholesterol, physical 
inactivity and diabetes-all 
powerful, independent risk factors 
for CHD. In outer words, being 
overweight is of importance 
because of its association with 
other risk factors; if these factors 
are absent, being overweight is very 
much less important 

The problem is that a simple 
measurement of body weight 
provides only very crude 
information. Recent evidence 
suggests that the way in which fat is 
distributed may be the more 
important factor. There is an 
important distinction between 
android (central) obesity and 


effort in trying to rid themselves of 
this fat, it is actually metabolically 
inert and not associated with a 
significantly increased risk. 

In contrast, android or central 
obesity, the most common 
manifestation of which is the 
protuberant belly in men, is 
strongly associated with a variety of 
coronary risk factors, including 
high blood cholesterol diabetes 
and hypertension. So the key issue 
is not smzpfy whether one is 
carrying too much fat, but where 
the fat is distributed. Both Marilyn 
Monroe and Jane Russell were 
good examples of “voluptuous” 
women, with low-risk peripheral fat 
distribution. 

Being fat is never healthy. The 
only comfort is that people can be 
fat in different ways, some of which 
are harmful and others of which are 
noL 

Dr DAVID ASHTON • 

Cardiac Medicine, 

National Heart & lung Institute, 
Imperial College School of Medicine 
University of London 


post-incident trauma with a view to 
producing general advice for all 
employers. We are currently 
considering a number of proposals 
including one from Glasgow 
Caledonian University, which is 
currently working with Strathclyde 
Police and the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary. 

Post-incident trauma can affect 
not only tbose caught up in major 
disasters but also employees in day- 
to-day incidents such as workplace 
accidents. Guidance for employers 
on how best to manage post- 


incident trauma will not only help 
employees, it wall also minimise the 


employees, it wall also minimise u 
costs incurred by both employers 
and the National Health Service. 
Dr PETER GRAHAM 
Director of Health Directorate 
Health and Safety Executive 
London SEJ 


Pay fair price for 
green electricity 


The best ways to 
treat trauma 
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lottery every week. Wewmeour 
numbers down without buying a 
ticket and then pray the numbers 
don't come up. 

YVELA1NE ARMSTRONG. 
Naiberth, Pembrokeshire 


Gynaecotd obesity is associated 
with an exaggeration of the normal 
feminine fat distribution, ie fat 
deposited on the hips, thighs and 
buttocks- Although women spend a 
huge amount of time, money and 


Sin The Health and Safety 
Executive (HSE) does not intend 
to fund two police forces to provide 
post-incident trauma counselling 
for their officers (“Police to gel 
post-disaster counselling”, 17 
December) 

However, HSE hopes to 
commission a critical review of 
research on the management of 


Sir The decision to offer a subsidy 
to schools to install an array of 
photovoltaic (PV) cells under the 
Scolarscheme is to be commended 
(“Solar power gels a plug in 100 
schools” 14 December)? 

However, this must be seen in 
the context of the adverse market 
conditions under which renewable 
energy operates. The buying-in 
rate for individual private 
generators is roughly one-fifth the 
price paid for electricity by the 
average domestic consumer. Only 
when heavily subsidised by t he 
non-fossil-fitel obligation (NFFO) 


is renewable energy anywhere near 
competitive. 

At the same time the NFFO is 
heavily biased towards wind power. 
This is a misuse of the NFFO, since 
it is effectively subsidising the 
electricity generators by enabling 
them to avoid paying a market 
price to private generators. It 
ensures that private generation is 
inherently uneconomical, helping 
to secure the energy utilities' 
monopoly position. 

It is another instance in which 
the UK stands apart from its EU 
partners, who offer market rates to 
private generators. The NFFO was 
designed to promote the 
development and wider use of 
renewable energy whilst also 
lowering energy demand, for 
example by malting low-energy 
lighlbulbs more comparable in cost 
to conventional bulbs. 

In the long terra this penalising 
of private generators could 
backfire on the energy utilities. 

As the technology of P Vs etc 
improves and their cost falls, and as 
storage technology develops, 
private generators will find it cost- 
effective to be independent of the 
grid. Alreatfy there are energy- 
autonomous buildings in existence, 
which should sound alarm bells in 
the marble halls of the energy 
utilities. 

If we arc serious about curbing 
carbon emissions, this is an 
anomaly which must be rectified as 
a matter of urgency. 

Professor PETER F SMITH 
Chairman, RIBA Environment and 
Planning Committee 
London W1 


Save Skye from 
helicopters 


cask-conditioned beer. 

The fact that to drink it we have 
to go to bars that welcome people 
of all genders and sexualities - 
provided they like a decent, well- 


Sir. Mountains provoke strong 
emotions in many people. The 
proposed development of tourist 
helicopter flights in the Cuillin of 
Skye ("Skye distress at threat from 
the skies”, 12 December) has 
raised passions in the 
mountaineering community that 1 
have rarely seen. 

Although small in height, these 
mountains create the sense of 
being in a truly wild place that is 
both dramatic and very beautiful. 

Many thousands of people who 
love the Cuillin will be outraged at 
the possibility of helicopters being 
allowed to destroy such a rare and 
precious environment for the sake 
of profit. This is the ultimate in 
“quick fix” tourism, and this case 
will set a precedent which will 
determine whether our most 
precious landscapes really are safe 
from exploitation. 

We can only hope that passion 
will be enough to save these 
mountains. 

JEREMY BARLOW 
Access & Conservation Officer 
British Mountaineering Council 
Manchester 


kept pint - is probably no bad thing 
either. Neither lesbians and gays 


either. Neither lesbians and gays 
nor Camra members need 
ghclloising or closeting. 

KEITH FLETT 
London NI7 


Sin 1 had thought that The 
Independent would he spared the 
attentions of that busy band of 
correspondents who believe that 
the phrase "gel a life” is both the 
height or wit and the ultimate 
rebuttal. Imagine my horror when I 
discovered Dr Alan Bullion's 
missive of 16 December. 1 beg you, 
do not permit Bullion and his fellow 
cliche-grinders room on your letters 
page. One fears that if thus 
encouraged they will never gain the 
wisdom to take their own advice. 

C PRESTON 
London 


Tory barbarians 


Restart the week 


Sin Could wc not start by sorting out 
a single calendar for the 
millennium? (letters, IS December) 
For some vears now one version has 


portrayed the week as Sunday to 
Saturday; the other Monday to 
Sunday. There is no earthly reason 
why all those perverse printers 
cannot create the same week. 
ROBERT VINCENT 
Andover, Hampshire 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

Pax: 01 71-293 2056: e-mail: lctters&independent.co.uk). 

E-mail correspondents art asked to tfee a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Sin You argue that Labour parly 
policy on education is superior to 
that of the Tories, who are (you 
sardonically suggest) committed to 
grammar-school black gowns, 
canes and Latin verbs (leading 
article, 16 December). 

Realty? 1 think you need to versa 
your vice and mutate your mutanda. 
Mr Blunkett announced only 
recently that he hopes to develop 
specialist language schools in every 
area, so that Latin and Greek ( and 
a larger range of modem 
languages) can be encouraged. Tory 
educationists have been no friends 
to the great ancient languages. 

Dr PETER JONES 

The Co-ordinating Committee for 

Classics 

Newcastle upon Tyne 
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Out of touch 


; Dukes don’t mix with ordinary people, they just shake hands with 
them, so we can hardly be surprised when Prince Philip fails to 
, understand their worries about a gun culture, says Paul Yallely 


Y ou have the advantage of me. By now 
you will have heard - or had the 
opportunity to hear - the Duke of 
Edinburgh holding forth last night on 
Radio Five Live on the question of 
Dunblane and cricket bats. 

Lei me insist at once. I would not have wanted 
to listen to what he said before writing this, even 
if the BBC had kindly sent me an advance tape, 
f Presumably they sent one to somebody to judge 
by the row in yesterday's newspapers). I have 
decided rather to enter into the spirit of the man 
himself, who makes a habit of wading in joyously 
unprepared and ill-informed, his prejudices 
streaming behind him like unfurled banners in 
a glorious old film of royalty as it should be. 

Let me declare my own prejudice. I rather like 
the curmudgeonly old cove with his impatience, 
his lack of tact and his unerring ability to deliv- 
ery an epithet of unfailing political incorrectness 
in' any given situation. He also keeps us jour- 
nalists in work, prompting The Sun to one of its 
more inspired offerings: his characterisation of 
the Chinese as “sli tty-cyed" on a visit to Peking 
was headlined “The Great Whlly of China". 

Having said that, perhaps the time has come 
when the 75-year-old Duke ought to be advised 
to alter the description in his passport under 
Occupation from “Prince of the Royal House- 
hold" to “retired". Let me explain why. 

I met the Duke of Edinburgh once. I met him, 
though I’m not sure that he met me. I was the 
lowliest reporter in The Times newsroom when 
the Queen and the Duke came to visit. Worthies 
were lined up to meet the visitors. I was told to 
get on with my work. As a consequence, when 
Philip arrived I was the only person in the entire 
newsroom actually typing anything. The [hike, 
naturally enough, ignored the official line-up and 
came over to see me. 

“You have to be able to type pretty fast, 1 
suppose," he pronounced. It was not the most 
profound of conversational gambits. Had I 
been the oldest occupant of the newsroom 
doubtless he would have said: “You must have 
seen some changes in your time." As consort (o 
the monarch he is doomed to a lifetime of these 
brief inanities. 

Who can wonder that from time to time some- 
thing indiscreet pops out? And whenever 
something docs he can rely on us loyal subjects 
of the fourth estate to re-chronide his greatest 
hits from 50 years of public life. 

He began in 1947 when, newly engaged to the 
heir presumptive, he asked a railway signalman 
about his promotion prospects: on being told it 
was a case of dead men's shoes Philip replied: 
“Just like me!" Nest there was the time he asked 
the loyal subjects of the Cayman Islands, “Aren't 
you all descended from pirates?" and said in 


C?na .-fa, “We don't come here for our health. We 
can think of other ways of enjoying ourselves.” 

Then there was his observation at the height 
of the recession in 1981: “Everybody was saying 
wc must have more leisure. Now they are com- 
plaining they are unemployed.” In 1993, visiting 
Lockerbie, where 11 people on the ground had 
been killed by wreckage from the PanAm 
jumbo-jet bomb, he tactlessly observed: “People 
usually say that after a fire it is water damage 
that is the worst. We are still trying to dry out 
Windsor Castle." And in 1995 he asked a Scot- 
tish driving instructor: “How do you 
keep the natives off the booze long enough to 
pass the test” 

In part it is tactlessness. In part it is that be 
does not give a bugger (sorry, ducal language is 
infectious). But in the main it is that he is, almost 
by definition, out of touch with the mood of the 
British public The Duke does not mix with ordi- 
nary society; he just shakes hands with it. 

Take what he said about Dunblane last aight 
(OK, so I have read a transcript). “Look,” he 
said, “if a cricketer, for instance, suddenly 
decided to go into a school and batter a lot of 
people to death with a cricket bat, which he could 
do very easily, I mean, are you going to ban 
cricket bats?" 

To which Beverley Birnie, whose six-year-old 
son Matthew survived the shootings at Dun- 
blane, replied: “How many people can you kill 
in three-and-a-half minutes with a cricket bat? 

It is not the same as an automatic gun. You have 
to be realistic. I suspect he [the Duke] is com- 
ing from a world where guns are part of his life. 
But 1 am from a world where 1 have never seen 
a gun, never held one. I never had a reason to 
think about them.” 

Guns are as everyday a part of Prince Philip’s 
life as cricket bats, probably more so. It is his 
failure to make the leap in imagination from his 
own position to the one occupied by the vast bulk 
of his wife's subjects which is significant. 


X was last week fii/l of other elderly aristocrats 
opposing gun law reform with anecdotes 
about their boyhood relationships with their 
gamekeepers. It is a failure of his dass - none 
of those surrounding the royals seemed able to 
explain to them the distaste of the general pub- 
lic at the “blooding" of Prince William when he 
killed his first stag recently. It is a failure of the 
institution of monarchy itself, with its desperate 
attempt to combine tradition with modernity - 
so that its modem image seeks to encompass 
pomp, concern about the environment and 
cavorting on distant ski slopes even in the days 
when the rest of us were immured in the feel- 
bad factor of recession. 



watch the wo rid 

The world is hemming smaller. Distances are diminishing. 

.Yu nuitUr how varied different cultures may he, uv are 
all atoms of the blue planet. In 142 countries aO 
uum tut the globe, fteople rdy on Tissot witches. 

For instance, on the Tissot Ballade Chrono: enticing 
elegance harmoniously nnnbtnal with a sporty touch. 

Watch Tissot and watch the world. 



Ballade Cknmn 


Who but a royal could be sur- 
prised that gaps open up 
between public and courtly per- 
ceptions, with the public com- 

tlre ' 19^9 LockeibuTmemorial 
service or visited the devas- 
tated centre of Manchester 
after the 199S IRA bomb. Or 
that the Duke's son Charles is 
bewildered when he confesses 
on television to adultery and 
finds that Che public give him no 
Brownie points for honesty. Or 
that this week people find 
faintly risible the fact that his 
other son Andrew has been 
despatched to Manila for talks 
with President Fidel Ramos on 
military and economic ties 
between the Philippines and 
Britain. Randy Andy? 

Of course paradox has always 
been part of the charm of the ■ 
energetic man who unhappily 
finds himself permanently 
defined by a wife and son more 
important than himself. 

Philip was the foreign prince 
whom the old-Etonian courtiers 
of King George VI described as 
“rough, ill-tempered, unedu- 
cated and probably would be 
unfaithful” to the then Princess 
Elizabeth (interesting that for 
all the dirt-digging of the 
tabloids, and the predations of 
the US biographer Kitty Kelly. 

□o evidence of his much- 
rumoured infidelity has ever 
been produced). 

He is the president of the 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
who shoots things and supports 
tiie legalisation of the ivory - 
trade. He is the tireless worker - 
for a vast array of charities 
from playing fields for children 
to care for ex-servicemen - and 
yet he is popularly assumed to be careless of the 
sensitivities of individual human bein^. 

In the end it was the cricket bat which did for 
him. The full text of his radio remarks are a sen- 
sible enough contribution to the debate on gun 
control which the House of Lords has chosen to 
extend after the Bill's swift passage through the 
Commons. He made the point that the members 
of shooting dubs are as individuals no more dan- 
gerous than members of a golf dub. He argued 
that there are always going to be unstable 
people who are going to do monstrous things but 
that “takingitouton the rest of the population" 
is not necessarily the most rational of reactions. 
He insisted that his kind of shooting - game 
shooting - was a social activity which helped to 
maintain a balance in the environment. And be 
warned that laws made in electioneering haste 
may be repented in more dispassionate leisure. 

However, it was the grotesque piece of 
imagery he conjured - of a child being beaten 
to death with a cricket bat - which was so sin- 
gularly inapt and inept 
“lb think of the Queen coming up here and 
laying a wreath at our school and then hearing 
her husband say something like this sickens me,” 
responded Ann Pearston, one of the anti-gun 
Snowdrop Campaign organisers. 



The politicians, of course, have had a field- 
day. Tony Blair was characteristically -Janus- 
faced: “He is entitled to his views and obviously 
we in the Labour Party have a different position 
on that," he told BBCl's Breakfast News. 

T he shadow Scottish Secretary George 
Robertson' put his finger on the real 
problem. Robertson, whose children 
attended the same Dunblane school, said on the 
BBC ’5 Today programme: “The views of one 
elderly aristocrat, based on a completely crazy 
view of a comparison between a cricket bat aad - 
a rapid-fire handgun, is not going to deflect Par- 
liament from doing what it believes to be right 
in the interests of public safety." 

But he did not restrict himself to dismissing 
Prince Philip as “an eccentric individual" whose 
comments had damaged his credibility enor- 
mously. He added: “I think these remarks are 
going to be counter-productive, because theywfll 
remind people that this argument is still going 
on and the House of Lords may well be plan- 
ning to inflict defeats on the Government” 

It was not just the Duke of Edinburgh's inabil- 
ity to resist the colourful phrase and dramatic 
comparison which is most revealing. It is his 
inability - like (hat of his peers in the Lords - 


to grasp that for the British public the argument 
is over. Most people understand the arguments 
about tbe need to balance the rights of minori- 
ties with the common good. They accept that 
most gun owners are responsible individuals. 

But most of the public, having no personal 
vested interests in the gun world, have performed 
a risk/benefit analysis and its conclusion is dear. 
And it is not just a response to Dunblane. Hand- 
guns, public opinion is dear, contribute towards 
a wider culture of violence in contemporary 
Britain: And events over the past-year - from 
Dunblane, to the campaign - by Frances 
Lawrence, the widow of the murdered head- 
master, to the whole host of incidents which daily 
sofl the pages of our fear-hungry newspapers - 
have persuaded people that it is time to act 

Perhaps only a gunman could not see that. 
And Prince Philip if he is anything is a gun man. 
Only two mouths ago he was provoking an out- 
cry by dedaring shooting “an intelligent leisure 
activity" for children. Over the past 30 years the 
Duke of Edinburgh has shot, it is estimated, a 
tiger, two crocodiles, 60 wild boar, countless 
stags, rabbits and ducks and at least 30,000 
pheasants. Perhaps if he had restricted himself 
to dubbing them to death with a cricket bat the 
world would be a safer place. 


The Prince 
" has failed 
to make 
the leap of 
imagination 
fronp his 
-own 
position to 
the. one 
occupied 
by his 
wife's 
subjects 


To boldly go in search of lost meaning 


5t»iw MS) 
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I have a large staff here at 
The Independent whose 

task it is to constantly 
monitor the English 
language for changes of 
meaning and to covertly 
insert split infinitives into my 
articles to gratuitously give 
offence to over-sensitive 
language mavens. 

Incidentally, I first came 
across this word maven in a 
column in the Herald Tribune 
by the American writer 
Russell Baker, and finally 
discovered, after buying and 
selling a lot of dictionaries, 
that it was a Yiddish word 
meaning expert or 
connoisseur. 1 have since 
then seen it quite often in 
columns by Russell Baker, 
but have never heard the 
word used in ray life. 
Whenever I have tried to use 
it, people cither ignore me 
or say, “Mabel? What 
Mabel? I don’t know anyone 
called Mabel!” So much for 
the supposed joys and 
advantages of a rich 
vocabulary. All ray life I had 
been encouraged to believe 
that increased word power 
was a benefit. The opposite 
is true. All that is achieved 
by a rich vocabulary is to 
gradually isolate you from 
your fellow humans. 


(Another split infinitive 
there! You’re working well 
today, lads!) 

In fact, the large and 
industrious staff I have here 
at The Independent to help 
monitor changes in language 
inform me that our 
vocabulary is, if anything, 
becoming poorer, with many 
words being marginalised 
and ghetto ised, and suffering 
income deprivation. 

They point, for instance, to 
the word “personality" .You 
may find this hard to believe, 
but the word "personality" 
for a long time meant 
nothing more or less t han 
“personality" - in other 
words, it referred to people's 
character, and by extension 
to people who bad a lot of 
character. “He's got real 
personality!” wc would say. 

Or, “He’s a real personality!" 
meaning Lhai be was 
flamboyant or magnetic or 
charismatic in some way. 
Now, however, it has been 
devalued by the BBC and 
others in their strange use of 
the word in their Personality 
of the Year competitions, 
notably the BBC Sports 
Personality of-the Year 
competition, which is 
traditionally won by the 
sports person who has the 



Miles 

Kington 

least visible personality, and 
whose collected interviews 
would make a cure for 
insomnia. 

Curious, I asked my large 
and industrious staff if they 
had any other examples of 
words being shunted down a 
linguistic riding like this, and 
after they had raised their 
eyebrows at my old-fashioned 
use of railway imagery (“Are 
there any sidings left in 
Britain? Does anything get 
shunted into them?" says ihe 
pencilled note from my large 
and industrious staff. “We - 
strongly advice you to use 
car-linked imagery from now 
on.”), after that rap on the 
knuckles, they gave me a 


short list of doubtful word 
usage which I found so 
though t-provoking that I 
thought 1 would park it on 
the forecourt and see if the 
public wanted to test-drive iL 
Here we go then. 

Quote There was a time 
when “quote" was a slangy 
word for “quotation” The 
■Oxford Book of Quotes, we 
would say. Either way it 
referred to a phrase or 
saying or line of verse that 
had become so well-known it 
bad entered the language. 
Nowadays, “quote" simply 
means anything that any 
celebrity has said recently, 
interesting or not, “I have a 
quote from you a couple of 
days ago,” says Ned Sherrin 
to a guest on Loose Ends, 
and it doesn’t mean that he 
has encountered a thought- 
provoking phrase that has 
gone into the language 
during Friday, it simply 
means that Sherrie's large 
and industrious staff of 
researchers have found a 
line in an interview with the 
guest that may well bear 
reheating and re-serving, 
even though the guest 
invariably doesn’t remember 
saying his or her “quote”. 

Period Period furniture or 
period houses could. 


formerly, come from any' 
period as long as it was - 1 
recognizably of that period. 
Now, the word applies only . 
to TV drama and always 
refers to Georgian times. 

Tbe word “costume” is going 
the same way. 

Lottery Used to mean a 
risky gamble in a bad sense, 
like driving on black ice: 

Now it means a national' 
entertainment that gives the 
Government an excuse for 
not supporting the arts. - 

Gum Used to mean an 
Eastern wise man. Now It 
refers to someone who gpes 
on TV and talks about - 
modem fashions, usually' 
with the addition of “Style". 

Celebrity Used to mean 
someone who wai very ~ 
famous. Now means ' J 
a) someone who used to' be 
famous, OR b) someone 
who has been on CoS Mf 
Bluff at lunch-time, OR; j 
c) someone who has played 
a part in a TV soap opera 
OR d) someone who doesn't 
actually win awards himself 
but gets to open the ■ 
envelope containing awards 
for other people. ’’j 

More dodgy words soon, ■ 
including input, synergy ■ 
dysfunctional, lad. etc! 
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the commentators 


Sweden’s welfare 


meltdown has 
lessons for Labour 


the BBC today 


S tockholm - On the sur- 
face ail is glitter. The dty 
is dressed for Christmas 
with faiiy lights, the streets are 
fulJ of evening shoppers, and 
the restaurants are packed with 
office parties singing (actually 
rather doleful) co mmun al 
ditties. But the Swedes are 
worried. 

They axe worried about 
unemployment, for despite 
three years of decent growth, 
headline unemployment is still 
nearly 8 per cent, and if you Hcl 

add in state-paid, make-work mm. 

schemes to keep people off the WK 

register, it would really be 
about 15 per cent. They are 
worried about social exclusion; A 

the way the gap has widened C 

between professional dual- -rksvrxTi 

income families and blue-collar 
no-income families. They are • i -i 
worried about stagnation in jODlGi 

the standard of living even of 
people in jobs, for despite eco- 3 HC 

nomic growth, consumption is 
only inching upwards: less that PTOTO 

I per cent last year, about o 
1-5 per cent this. ffXPf* 

“People of my age,” ex- ' *"“'*■ *■' 

plained a 35-year-old profes- 1 

sional, “cannot earn enough to IfcU. lr 
think of buying a second borne. 

So we all have to spend our bol- gOVGT 

idays in our parents' ones.” In 0 
the land that 25 years ago was f 

indubitably the richest in the 
world, this is a hardship mdeed. Tyo-iryp 
To cap all rhk, the Swedes 1 1 

are worried that the govern- 
ment, despite the advice of an 
official commission that looked at the propo- 
sition, might join the single currency. This gives 
a certain solidarity with Britain, for Swedes vie 
with Brits as the most sceptic of the European 
family of nations. According to the polls there 
is a solid majority against joining the single cur- 
rency, and perhaps more surprisingly since 
Sweden has only been a member of the EU for 


■ ■ g - ■ 

nan MSI i 
McRae 


An ageing 
population, 
joblessness 
and low 
growth are 
forcing a 
left-wing 
government 
to make 
painful cuts 


centre-left government, as in 
Sweden at the moment, re- 
fashion a welfare system more 
effectively than a g ov e rnm ent 
of the right, because it has 
more sympathy towards its aims 
and is therefore more trusted? 

The answer seems to be 
* maybe not”. There is in 
Sweden a p ow q fil l arithmetical 
problem that confronts any 
government seeking to push 

Ihrrwigh n- frvmg ft.ft mi l - 

Eon people live in the country. 
At any one paint, 6.7 million of 
those are net recipients from 
the social welfare system. The 
other 2.1 miilioij pay in. Self- 
evidently, they have to pay in 
proportionately more per head, 
ana these payers, at a different 
stage of their life, may well 
become recipients. But m prac- 
tical voting terms the arith- 
metic is always in favour of 
higher spending. Only when 
the gov ernm ent cannot bor- 
row more, because the interest 
rates become prohibitive as 
happened in die early 1990s, is 
reform forced on ft. As a result 
the cuts imposed by the previ- 
ous centre-right coalition have 
largely been maintained by the 
present government 

Opposition to these cuts has 
been mounting in recent weeks. 
The government faces some- 
thing of a populist rebellion. 
Helena Rajaniemi, a woman 
with no previous political pro- 
file - “an unmarried mother of 


menu despite the advice of an four” said a friend who is one 

official commission that looked at the propo- of the 2.1 million net payers - led a demon- 
sition, might join the single currency. Hus gives stration of 4,000 in the Stockholm sheets which 
a certain solidarity with Britain, for Swedes vie received enormous publicity- There is a coa- 
with Brits as the most sceptic of the European flict within the labour movement, which in gen- 
famiiy of nations. According to the polls there eral supports the government It is hard for the 
is a solid majority against joining the single cur- outsider to judge, but if anything the opposi- 
rency, and perhaps more surprisingly since tion to reform seems to be gaining ground. 
Sweden has only been a member of the EU for The harsh reality is that the government has 

less than two years, an apparent majority who no option but to continue cutting its deficit: the 
wished she hadn't joined in the first place. discipline of the finan cial mark ers applies here 

But there is a crucial difference. In Sweden, as elsewhere. As the country continues to age 


T he Today programme is 
the flagship of the BBC, 
the bearer of its stan- 
dards and so the slot that politi- 
cians fight to dominate. It 
speaks with the voice of the 
BBC, often setting the national 
news agenda and yesterday it 
featured the Director General 

himself. 

For that reason, ifwe wish to 
analyse the state of the BBC’s 
soul, this' is the piece to shine 
the torch into its eye. What bet- 
ter time to probe the BBC than 
in the week it has secured 
almost all it expected in its new 
licence fee deal? As it happens, 
yesterday's Today programme 
presented an uncomfortable 
snapshot of some of the ideo- 
logical problems that now face 
the BBC 

' As a former employee, I 
have many close friends in 
News and Current Affairs and 
I know how wearisome outside 
carping can be. I supported 
John Bin’s reforms: he saved 
the BBC from bankruptcy, 
which would have delivered it 
into the hands of its many polit- 
ical foes. It is difficult to criti- 
cise the BBC even mildly with- 
out risking joining the ranks of 
those enemies. 

So what was wrong with yes- 
terday's Today programme? 
First there was the calamitous 
Personality of the Year vote, 
which should have been aban- 
doned long ago. The Blair vote- 
ri ggmg d£b£de exposed what 
everyone always knew: this far- 
rago only tests which interest 


by Polly Toynbee 


opposition to Brussels comes mainly from the 
left, not the right The fear is not the British 
wony that the EU will impose onerous regu- 
lations that will unde rmin e the competitiveness 
of industry, but rather that EMU membership 
wfl] require deregulation, particularly of the 
labour market. . - . . 

Beyond this there is a wider fear that the 
doserintegraffonigfotjreEUwiBnadeinmfr 
the still-elaborate soda] security system, of 
which most Swedes remain understandably 
proud. There is a deep fear that this system, 
the most extreme version of it in Western 
Europe, will have to be cut back in a much 
more radical way than it has to date. True, there 
have been cutbacks in the funding of the wel- 
fare state, cuts in hospitals and day-care nurs- 
eries. True, opponents claim the pruning has 
protected the administrators while hitting the 
front-line staff, a famfljar concern. But it is still 
remarkably universal. 

The problem is affording the welfare state 
in an ageing society. There are interesting 
implications here for a future UK Labour gov- 
ernment. The practical question is this: can a 


- fewer people of working age. more pen- 
sioners -the underlying tax/spend balance wiD 
continue to move against the people. Explain- 
ing this, even to an electorate as well-educated 
as Sweden's, is desperately difficult I suspect 
a UK Labour government would find itself in 
exactly the same bind. 

- . This leads to anuncomfortable conclusion. 
Even with enormoos-public spending - above 
50.per cent of GDP - you cannot stop rising 
inequality. A lot of people in Sweden, and not 
just on the left, are deeply concerned about 
this, for Sweden’s easy egalitarianism is some- 
thing special and attractive. If you cannot 
spend money to fix problems, what do you do? 
Boost skills? Change behaviour? And if that 
is not enough, what then? How Sweden wifl 
continue to come to terms with this conundrum 
matters to us alL 

One idea being mooted here is that they may 
start to rebuild the family- to take back from 
the state some of the functions of the family 
which it has assumed over the two previous 
generations. This is not a moral agenda, but 
simply a financial necessity. 


on tneur telephone buttons. 
The fist of candidates is long on 
victims, short on sense. John 
Major? Anne Atkins (the air- 
head right-wing evangelical 
actress currently the Telegraph's 
agony aunt)? Apart from the 
Burmese opposition leader, the 
rest are all crime victims or 
their representatives, a sym- 
pathy vote. 

You could say this was just 
nnh irfry firyi Hshness. But snlem- 
nly alkwring this charade to pro- 
ceed speaks to a deeper malaise. 
The BBC, as national broad- 
caster has to be neutral, it tirnfls. 
Tb be sure it must treat each 
political party fairly, but that 
does not mean it has to be neu- 
tral on everything else that 
moves and breathes. It should 
not be neutral between absurd 
arguments and serious ones. It 
is not “fairness” to give nonsense 
equal airtime in the name of bal- 
ance.^ The dreadful "Thought for 
the Day” slotwas at its worst yes- 
terday, with Cristina Odone, 
Catholicism’s answer to Anne 
Atkins, pontificating on the sins 
of a film she hadn’t seen - the 
remake of Lolita. 



with a voice of its own. It is time 
to ten the politicians and the 
interest groups to go hang. Be 
brave. Otherwise the licence fee 
becomes an albatross, obliging 
the BBC to offend no one and 
say nothing. 

In recent years the BBC has 
been preoccupied with its own 
survival. Cannons on the left 
blasted Birt as a destroyer of 
old BBC traditions (often thinly 
disguised self- indulgences). 
More dangerous cannons on 
the right tried to dismantle the 
BBC altogether, sell off bits and 
keep only a tiny specialist sub- 
scription service. Over past 
years (but quieter of late) the 


Murdoch press has bayed loud- 
est for BBC blood, pursuing 
Murdoch's television interests. 

The Director General on 
yesterday’s Today programme 
was in Cheshire Cat mode. He 
was pleased with the licence fee 
outoomc, not all he wanted, but 
enough. He was also reasonably 
pleased with this week’s revised 
DTI regulations governing 
Rupert Murdoch's digital set- 
top box. Not all he wanted, but 
considerably better than was 
proposed two months ago 
before all the public fuss. Tfy as 
he might James Naughlie could 
not get John Birt to say the 
words “Rupert Murdoch”, lei 
alone express alarm at the 
tycoon's burgeoning media 
power. 

But now the licence fee is 
won, the BBC is secure, who- 
ever wins the election. Now is 
the time for the BBC to forget 
the politicians and take up its 
mantle as defender of our cul- 
tural fife. That means con- 
fronting the power of Mur- 
doch, as the greatest cultural 
threat. For even if (which 
remains deeply in doubt) Oftel 
successfully regulates fair 
access to the digital future, 
Murdoch’s overwhelming dom- 
inance in sport and movies, 
what he calls his “battering- 
ram'', will increasingly batter 
the BBC in the coming years. 

Only the BBC, free of com- 
mercial interest, can take on 
this role convincingly. The 
political parties are paralysed 
by Murdoch's command of 40 
per cent of the press. Who else 
is to take up cudgels against 
Murdoch's predatory newspa- 
per price war, financed by a 
cross-media ownership that 
would have been banned in the 
United States? If the BBC 
marches into controversy on 
issues like these, so much the 
better. For what is the point of 
the BBC's new hard-earned 
political independence if it 
does not have the confidence to 
use it bravely for the good of 
the nation? 


Staff damp their hands over their 
mouths and claim intellectual castration. 


And it shows in the output 


In its lead story, the Today 
programme failed to play a sin- 
gle dip. of the ducal gaffes and 
the court correspondent was as 
pompous as a palace apologist 
if the Duke is out of touch, the 
BBC is sometimes not far 
behind. While the rest of the 
world spluttered with indigna- 
tion or laughter (a good 40 per 
cent of Britons are now of 
republican bent), the sonorous 
BBC said gravely: “Damage 
has been done ... Being the 
man he is, he just gave a straight 
answer ... He feels, try the way, 
the press are only interested 
when he causes controversy. 


and aD his good work is usually 
forgotten.” Where was the 
spontaneous ribaldry to be 
found everywhere else? 

The lack of either spontane- 
ity or comment stands out in 
the BBC’s reporting, as jour- 
nalism elsewhere these days 


offers lively interpretation. 
Bland statement of fact accom- 


Bland statement of fact accom- 
panied by two brief opposing 
soundbites of contradictory 
positions is not enough- In the 
great cacophany of voices and 
opinions all around us, the 
BBC house style is so safe as to 
be virtually silent - a non- 
player. It is a deadening, col- 


ourless habit of mind that will 
not sustain its reporting for 
much longer. Asked for a view, 
BBC staff clamp their hands 
over their mouths and claim 
intellectual castration. And it 
shows in the output Intelligent 
reporters are reduced to empty 
ciphers, wasting their talents, 
patronising the audience and 
exuding caution. 

It would take bold leadership 
to dare to discard a straight- 
jacket that has become as out- 
dated as the radio announcers’ 
dinner jackets. The BBC needs 
the self-confidence to breathe 
the fresh air of controversy 


To catch a thief 


Andrew Brown reflects on the strange case of the 
stolen headphones, and its hi-tech denouement 


The chic shawl 
that’s to die for 


D isinfectant nappies, washing 
materials - not what vou'd 


N ine months ago, a court 
ease was conceived: one 
of the cleaners stole a 
pair of headphones off my desk 
at 77k? Independent. He was cap- 
tured in the act by a video cam- 
era. What followed was an extra- 
ordinary demonstration of the 
ways in which hi-tech offices are 
constantly subverted by human 
ingenuity. Even the headphones 
were part of this subversion, since 
I use them to restore the privacy 
that an open-plan office other- 
wise strips away. 

The case finally came to court 
Iasi week. By the time it reached 
the court, I had forgotten even m 
which month the incident had 
taken place. I bad only reported 
it because I wanted to be able to 
claim for the fairly expensive 

i i inenronrp' tnft 


electronic identity . cards with 
which die doors in this office com- 
plex must be opened, which bad 
placed him on the floor at the 
right moment 

The next shock was to learn 
that he had elected to go for juiy 
trial. The headphones he stole 
were worth about £50. Had he 
admitted their theft, he would 
probably have been cautioned 
and released with no further 
action taken. 

He had no previous form and 
was 25, approaching the age at 
which young men grow out of 


waiting for a courtroom. We had 
been summoned to attend on a 
particular day, but no one could 
be certain when a courtroom 
would become available. There 
were 16 courtrooms to choose 
from, all fitted with video equip- 
ment, but ail were occupied. 

We waited and gossiped all 


M adeleine Trehearne sat od the 
floor of her daughter's playroom 
surrounded by tens of thousands 
of pounds- worth of caprine luxury 
and said: “Of course some people come 
and ask: ‘But it’s just a pink scarf - why 
does it cost £500?’ I have to be very patient 
with them.” 

This, unfortunately, was exaedy the 
question I was about to ask. “Why? 
Well, we don’t rip anyone off and these are 
pashmina,” she says 
patiently. “You can’t 
compare them to 
woollen scarfs. That's 
like comparing purest 
silk to a pair of cotton 
underpants at Marks & 

Spencer.” 

The style guru Lncda 
van der Post has decreed 
that the pashmina is 
“the most chic shawl 
around town,” and if 
you have to ask, then be 
careful bow you do. It 
seems that something 
called the shatoosh nsed 
to be. It was to die for - 
ask the antelope that 
supplied the fine and Woolly for y< 
rare fibres for the cloth famOy's coat 
and has since become 
endang ered Well, at least someone had the 
sense to quit selling them before Sting made 
arecord. 

But there is still pashmina or even 
the odd vicuna to shrug into. Pashmina is 
made from the hair combed from the 
underbelly of the capra kircus (it means 
"hairy little goat”) that lives in highest 
Kashmir. “This skill is unique to the Kash- 
miris and they will not show you how they 
do the weaving,” says Ms Trehearne, who 
sells direct from her Hampstead house and 
whose other career is as an English liter- 
ature academic. 

Tb find the vicuna, you have to go half- 
way around the world to the Puna - the 
cold South American steppe. Down to only 
a few hundred in the mid-Sixties, the 


morning with the legal costs tick- 
ing up like a taxi meter on Con- 
corde. The lawyers went off to 
examine the video evidence, 
again. The cameras use a special 
high-definition format, with 
which the police had been able to 
see eveiy detail of the crime. But 
then it turned out that tins had 
not survived translation to the 
more common VHS format A 
fresh tape had to be watched. 

We broke off for lunch, taxi 
meters still ticking, but when I 
returned the whole thing had 
been solved. It tinned out that 
only two of tiie courtrooms were 
fitted with high-definition equip- 
ment that would show more than 
an anonymous arm snaking down 
to my headphones and whisking 
them into an anonymous coat 
Neither would be free that day. 
Without the extra fancy equip- 
ment there was nothing that 
would satisfy a jury. 

So the cleaner had agreed to 
accept a caution. There would be 
no trial, and no conviction, 
though he would admit his guilt. 
All that effort by the police, the 
security men, the lawyers had 
been almost completely wasted. 
Nine months of bureaucratic 
labour had brought forth a mouse 
-but at least the mouse was free, 
I thought, as I watched him scam- 
pering across the cafeteria where 
he too bad been waiting, with 
more patience than we had 
shown. 


uaiui j ■ _ 

headphones on insurance: toe 
last thing 1 expected was to be 
told that a culprit had been 
caught. But the video never 

sleeps. . . . 

The cameras that lurk in 
toughened black-glass bubbles, 
like the compound eyes of insects, 
cost, I am told, £5.500 each and 
are capable of alarming feats of 
technological sophistication, such 
as tracking automatically the 
movements of tagged equipment 
through the office. When I com- 
plained to the office security 
people, they sped through a fort- 
night's worth of tape, watching for 
a flicker of movement at my desk. 

Within a couple of days they 
told me that they had seen Je 
moment ofthe theft and chat the 
police had arrested the citipnu 
Then I heard nothing, for months 
and months, until a young police- 
man took a statement from me. 
The cleaner had pleaded not 
guilty, despite the video evidence, 
mid the further evidence of the 


He had put his 
finger in the 
machine, and it 
had torn his 
whole arm off 


crime. By denying his act in the 
teeth of video evidence, he was 
setting hims elf up for a conviction 
and criminal record. A 25-year- 
old black man with a conviction 
for theft is not going to find hon- 
est work again easily. 

He bad put his finger m the 
machine, and it had torn his 
whole aim oft I said to one of the 
policemen as we waited in the 
cafeteria of Southwark Crown 
Cburt It is a huge, purpose-built 
brick fortress on the Thames, 
which seemed grotesquely dis- 
proportionate to the crime. But 
by then the theft of my £50 head- 
phones had drawn in two police 
officers, two lawyers, and the 
head of security from the Mirror 


neaa ra scuui — * 

Group, which houses oar offices. 
All of us were banging around. 



Woolly for you? The llama 
family's coats are coveted 


small animal related to the alpaca and 
llama has made a healthy enough come- 
back to be back from the brink and back 
on the shelf at Harrods. A small shawl is 
£849, a large one £1,949. 

Why? Well this is no ordinary wfld 
ruminant. The Incas sacrificed them on a 
fairly regular basis, but then they had some 
one million to cull from. We can blame 
PizaiTO, who plundered herds for New 
World silk and began a trend that didn’t 
end until the Sixties 
trade ban. 

Now there are 
160,000 vicuna but. if 
you count them in 
ounces of fleece, that is 
stm not many. Each pro- 
duces only eight ounces 
every two years (com- 
pared to six to eight 
pounds per year by the 
merino sheep). An over- 
coat requires a veritable 
herd (25 to 30 of them). 

It is hard to tel! which 
is more politically cor- 
rect. The fleece from an 
animal given special per- 
mission to be shorn by 
I? The llama the endange red sp ecies 

are coveted watchdog CITES, or 
goats scampering across 
the political divides of strife-tom Kashmir? 
Who needs farwhenyou can play New Age 
one-upmanship at this sort of level? 

Back at Ms Trehearne s house, my knees 
are now molly-swaddled in pashmina. 
“Isn’t it warm? It's Klee a thermal vesL You 
can batch an egg in one, though ray green- 
grocer said that is a very expensive way to 
batch an egg.” 

She unfurls one covered in the tiny 
stitches of a master embroiderer. “Of 
course, something like this is very expen- 
sive -we want £4,000 for it- but then again 
it took one man three years to do.” Sud- 
denly, Marks & Spencer seems very far 
away indeed. 


■/materials - not what you'd a 
think of giving someone. But 
for an impoverished mother jl 
in Bosnia trying to keep her /j Bjjfl 
child safe from infection, the wmm 
basic essentials inside one of ISA 
our baby boxes would mean VH 
the world. 

Children's Aid Direct will deliver 
your box directly into the hands 
of mothers in Bosnia - 
many of whom will __ 
be living in 
war-damaged 
housing in ^00 
very basic 
conditions 
this winter. • 

Please send 
a baby box to Bosnia 
this winter - and help a 
mother keep her baby safe. ^ 


Ann Treneman 


With love from a friend... 


fall 0990 600610 now to lei us how rnisiy baby bores you would Ske to swd. j 
(HI phase complete end return tins Iona. g 

Pfeo»sanl bdiy boxCes) ct £30 eodi on my behoff. i 

! endnse a cheque fo* £ (total mwun}) made payobfe m g 

Oiftkn’s Aid Direct g 

OR pfenso debit £ from my □ Wso Dtoess DSwifd) . 

Cardwber / ;/ // // // // // // I 

last three dWts of Switch card no. / / Switch issat no. / > 


Kamo (a 
Address 


Postcode 


ff you vnuU tb to send o massage to o Asian 
molhef, (fare send I with you donanon end m wi put 
it ii tout M* box. Please scad t* Mdiari Aid Direct, 
Dqd 496, FREEPOST, Rating, fi£l IBS 
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Halifax 

flotation 

to cost 
£400m 


101 Tteanor 

Banking Correspondent 

The bDl for merging Halifax 
Building Society with Leeds 
Permanent and next year's 
planned £llbn stock market 
flotation will total more than 
£400m. 

City lawyers, bankers and 
brokers will share bumper fees 
with Halifax estimating the bfll 
for flotation and the accompa- 
nying conversion to being a 
bank at £153m. 

The remaining £260m of the 
bDl is restructuring costs asso- 
ciated with the merger with 
Leeds. The costs break down as 
£208.9m for reorganising, re- 
structuring and integrating the 
two business, and £Slim for the 
loss on the disposal of fixed 
assets, mainly property. 

Halifax has already 
announced 1,200 job losses as 
a result of merging the two head 
offices. It is also dosing down 
branches as there was consid- 
erable overlap between the two 
sorieties on the high street 

The society will not reveal the 
precise details of the share 
hand-outs to its 9 million mem- 
bers until early next month 
when its weighty transfer doc- 
ument about the flotation will 
be sent out. The wording is be- 
ing finalised with the Bufldipg 
Societies Commission, the in- 
dustry regulator. 

The document will confirm 
that the share bonus will take 
the form of a flat distribution 
and an additional variable 
allocation of shares. The num- 
ber of shares allocated will be 
calculated based on the balance 
in each member's account in 
November 1994 - when the 
flotation was first announced - 
and on the day of the special 
genera] meeting next February. 

Halifax also yesterday an- 
nounced results for the first nine 
months of this year, showing an 
underlying 5.9 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits to £1.08bn before 


the exceptional coses for the 
Leeds merger and partly for the 
flotation. 

The society took a 9 per cent 
share of net mortgage business 
in die UK in the nine months. 
This compares with tire 7 per 
cent share in the first half, 
which was depressed by Lbe so- 
ciety’s decision to stay away 
from the highly competitive re- 
mortgage market. 

But this is still well below its 
20 per cent share of outstand- 
ing mortgage business. 

While the cost of the con- 
version is still only an estimate, 
the Halifax has decided to take 
a £69m charge during the nine- 
month period ending 31 Octo- 
ber 19%. 

This covers the costs to be in- 
curred up to the special general 
meeting aL the Sheffield Arena 
-in February. The date of the 
meeting, at which members will 
vote on the conversion plan, has 
yet to be announced. 

Roughly half of the con- 
version costs are due to com- 
munication, according to a 
Halifax spokesman. This in- 
dudes man shots to the society's 
members, producing and dis- 
tributing the 150-page transfer 
document and a new advertis- 
ing campaign. 

The remainder of the costs 
will include fees to Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell, the invest- 
ment bank that is managing the 
flotation. One analyst estimat- 
ed that Deutsche would expect 
to rake in around £45m in fees. 
Lawyers could charge £30m 
while stockbrokers will alsp 
expect to receive fees of 
approximately £15m. 

The only other converting 
building sodety to admit the 
cost is Alliance & Leicester 
which put its bill ai£58m, £10m 
of which is due to postage costs. 
Halifax’s stock market value af- 
ter flotation is estimated to be 
3.7 times greater than Alliance 
& Leicester's. 

Comment, page 21 



Dunn & 
Co calls 
in the 
receivers 

HMCop* - 


Michael Harrison 


Eurostar’s £lbn flotation 
on track as traffic returns 


Preparations for the £lbn flota- 
tion of the Euiostar train op- 
erator, London and Continental 
Railways, are to begin early next 
year following its quicker-than- 
expected recovery from the 
Channel Tunnel fire last month. 

Passenger numbers are back 
to 65 per cent of their level be- 
fore the fire and Eurostar ex- 
pects traffic levels to be fully 
restored by January. Some 
65,000 passengers wDl travel be- 
tween London, Paris and Brus- 
sels on the service this week and 
Eurostar expects traffic levels to 
rise to 100,000 in Christmas 
week with the help of special 
promotions such as a £69 same- 


day return fore. Before the fire 
on board a Eurotunnel freight 
shuttle, Eurostar was handling 
100,000 passengers a week. 

lire proceeds from the flota- 
tion rail be used to fimd the con- 
struction of the £2.8bn Channel 
Tunnel high-speed rail link into 
London's St Pancras station. 
LCR, whose shareholders in- 
clude the Virgin Group, SBC 
Warbuig, National Express and 


Bechtel, was selected for the 
project earlier this year. 

A further £lbn-£L5bn of bank 
debtwfll need to be raised while 
the Government is amnnirted to 
providing £1.4bn of taxpayers' 
funds. However, none of the 
public subsides will be available 
until the 68-mile link is two-thirds 
built 

Construction will begin in 
mid-1998 and the line is sched- 


uled to open in 2003. It will cut 
35 minutes off journey times, 
ussefcswdll 


0 lbe just 

a two-hour train ride away and 
Paris will be reached in 2 hours 
15 minutes. 

The flotation is expected to 
take place in early 1998 in con- 
junction with the raising of debt 
finance from an international 
syndicate of banks. 

Adam Mills, chief executive of 


LCR said Eurostar was on the 
“curve to profitability" but it was 
unlikely to be in profitbefore the 
flotation. Passenger numbers 
this year will top 6 million com- 
pared with 3.4 million last year 
but Eurostar is reckoned to 
need about lflmfllion passengere 
to breakeven. 

Mr Mills said the fund-raising 
exercise would be a challenging 
one in the light of the experience 
of the Cltamiel Tunnel which oost 
Eurotunnel £10bn to build and 
opened more than a year late. 

“It would be difficult to raise 
foods of that kind anywhere and 
at any time and there will be a 
view that this is in some way 
linked to Eurotunnel." 

Comment, page 21 


US court tells GKNto pay out £ 331 m 


Chris Godsmark. 

Business Correspondent 


GKN, one of the UK’s biggest 
car components groups, was 
dealt a serious and unexpected - 
setback yesterday when a US 
court ordered the company to 
pay up to S554m (£331m) in 
damages in a dispute over its 
American car exhaust business^ 
Hie scale of the award 
stunned the company and ana- 
lysts and could wipe out its cash 
reserves and hit this year’s final 
profit figures. The shares fell 


sharply an the news and< 
some recovery in later 
dosed down 35.5p .~at £10.( 

The class action was brought, 
by small garage owners who op- 
erated franchises for Meineke 
Discount Muffler Shops, 
GEN'S retail car exhaust chain 
and a tiny part of the group's 
world-wide operations. The jury 
in the district coart in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, agreed that 
advertising commission pay- 
ments charged to the franchise 
operators by Meineke's in- 
house agency were illegal. 


' 'They claimed GKN had de- 
frauded them ty opveritigup the 
payments afterhaving pledged 
. fftat ffie in-house .advertising 
agency would notmakea prof- 
it or charge commission. 

Frandnsing is big business in 
the US .but has attracted con- 
troversy in : recent years over 
heavy-handed tactics by some 
multinational companies. The 
jury had used itsducretion to 
award additional damages on 
top of the original daim for 
$31m to cover the commission 
money. Under US court rules 


the. damages are then tripled. 

ainstG 


rJCN 
be as high 


ithe award; 
Bfdr3398m,riti 
as$554m. : .. 

" A spokesman for the com- 
pany said he was shocked by the 
announcement and said GKN 
would launch an appeal agqinst 
the final judgment, expected in 
January. “All the advice we had 
been getting was that we had a 
very strong case and that advice 
still stands as far as we’re con- 
cerned. We’re confident well 
win through on appeal, which 
wDl be heard by three judges 


rather than a small town jury.” 

However, the group is. likely 
to~have to lodge some or . all of 
the cash ma bond with the court 
before the appeal, which could 
take up to a year to come to 
court An extraordinary charge 
is likely to be made on GEN’S 
accounts for 1996, though the 
final dividend, to be paid out in 
the spring, would not be cut 

GKN had cash reserves of 
£483m on its books in its half- 
yearly accounts, which could be 
substantially reduced if the fuO 
award is upheld. 


The Christmas: 
turned sour for one of Britain’s 
best-known menswear retailers 

yesterday when Dunn' & Co 
collapsed into receivership. 

Known for its slightly old- 
fashioned image, sturdy suits, 
blazers and flannels, Dunn & 
Co's reliance on the formal 
wear market proved its un- 
doing. Receivers KPMG 
blamed the collapse on poor 
trading and high debts. 

The company was founded in 
1886 as a hat seller and devel- 
oped a string of high street 
stores. But since it was ac- 
quired by new owners in 1994 
it has been losing more than 
£lm a year on sales of £25m. It 
has debts of £6.4m of which £4m 
is owed to unsecured creditors. 
Venture capitalists OriVeji own 
86 per cent of the company. 

Dunn & Co has 130 Jhops 
and 429 staff. Its head office m 
Swansea employs a further 75 
workers. The receivers hope to 
sell the group as a going con- 
cern and wil] be working to keep 
the shops trading over Christ- 
mas, which is its busiest time of 
the year. There are no imme- 
diate p lans for shop closures or 
redundancies. KPMCs Raul 
Jeffries said: “It’s a very well 
known name and the customer 
loyalty is tremendous. ■ We 
expect there to be quite a bit of 
interest-" ... 

He added that the group's 
problems arose through q de- 
cline in the formal wear market 

Dunn & Co was formed by 
George Arthur Dunn. a 
Quaker, 110 years ago. H§ had 
started his career selling fiats on 
the streets on Birmingham. 
Forty years later he had 200 hat 
shops and as many franchises in 
other stores. 

Though the stores haye at- 
tracted a dusty reputation, Mr 
Dunn was a modern thinker. He 
was the first man in Britain to 
own a combine harvester. Be- 
fore he died ; in 1939 he also 
opened a vegetarian hotel. 

Prior, to his death lie estab- 
lished a trust to own and am the 
company for the benefit of the 
employees. The group has .ex- 
perienced problems before and 
was put up for sale in 1991. 
Then nearly 40 shops were sold 
to Hodges, a private Welsh 
group which kept the Duijn & 
Co name going. . 

Since its sale to CmYejn in 
1994 it has been run by Anthony 
Phillips and Jim Bellingham. 


BSkyB warned to play 
fair on digital television 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Any attempts by BSkyB to un- 
fairly control digital television 
services to viewers through its 
controversial set-top box 
technology would he curbed 
under new guidelines for the 
multi-channel television era an- 
nounced yesterday by Don 
Cruiekshank. the telecommu- 
nications regulator. 

Though he accepted BSkyB, 
Rupert Murdoch's satellite 
channel was likely to have a 
dominant position in the deliv- 
ery of programmes to con- 
sumers, Mr Cruiekshank 
promised to slump out any dis- 
crimination lieiween Sky pro- 
grammes and the offerings of 
other broadcasters. 

However it emerged that Mr 
Cruickshank's powers to curb 
am anti-competitive behaviour 
by" BSkyB could be ware vd 
down it British Telecom wins a 
legal challenge against similar 
powers over its telephone 
services. BT’s lawyers have 


been in the High Court this 
week contesting the legality of 
new license conditions which 
give the regulator the ability to 
ban any moves by phone oper- 
ators which he fears could be 
designed to thwart competi- 
tion. Judgement in the action is 
due this afternoon. 

Though BT has accepted the 
new powers, which take effect 
from 31 December, the com- 
pany has claimed it was oblig- 
ed to challenge their legality in 
order to protect shareholders’ 
interests. 

Mr Cruiekshank is planning 
to introduce the same condition 
to regulate BSkyB and though 
he refused to speculate on what 
would happen if he lost the BT 
case, he admitted the fair trad- 
ing proposals were “an impor- 
tant part" of yesterday's digital 
TV' guidelines. 

BSkyB is working to start dig- 
ital satellite services, offering up 
to 200 television channels, by 
late 1997. Contracts are likely 
tu he awarded in the next few 
days to set-top box manufac- 


turers, including Sony and Pace 
Micro Technology. 

The move gives BSkyB a lu- 
crative headstart over the cable 
industry, which has pledged to 
provide its own digital delivery 
system and over the digital ter- 
restrial services planned by the 
BBC and ITV using the con- 
ventional TV ariel network. 

The boxes could be sold for 
£200 but will cost some £400 to 
make, with the difference sub- 
sidised by a Sky-organised con- 
sortium. 

The vision spelt out by Mr 
Cruiekshank involved the prob- 
ability of just “one or two" sys- 
tems available to bring 
programmes into homes, but 
with separation of the technical 
delivery mechanism from pro- 
gramme making. 

The guidelines oblige com- 
panies to provide separate ac- 
counts for the delivery 
businesses and to provide in- 
formation about prices. If they 
fail to comply, Ofiel the watch- 
dog, can make an enforcement 
order or lake operators to court. 


OECD predicts deadline 
for euro will not be met 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


None of the biggest EU 
economies is likely to qualify for 
membership of the single cur- 
rency in time for the 1 January 
1999 start date, according to an 
authoritative new report 

The Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Co-operation and De- 
velopment predicts, in its 
end-year economic outlook, 
that none of the key members 
of the euro will have a govern- 
ment budget deficit below the 
3 per cent limit set out in the 
Maastricht Treaty by 1997, the 
decisive year. It praises the 
progress most continental Eu- 
ropean countries have made in 
reducing government budget 
shortfalls, ten reckons only a few 
smaller members are likely to 
make it below the ceding. 

Although recovery in the EU 
economies will be modest 
thanks to these efforts to cut 
government borrowing, the 
organisation says the outlook for 
the industrial economies is one 


of balanced, growth and low in- 
flation. 

In particular, it expects the 
US to grow tty almost as much 
next year as in 19% with barely 
any increase in inflation and 
only a small rise in interest rates. 
The report lends support to 
what finan cial markets have 
dubbed the “Goldflocks sce- 
nario”, an economy that is nei- 
ther too hot nor too cold. 

Japan is the one significant 
case where the OECD expects 
the pace of growth to slaw. 
Canada is Likely to be the 
fastest-growing of the big in- 
dustrial economies in 1997-98, 
followed tty the UK. 

In the case of Germany, yes- 
terday’s report says: **On the 
assumption of a sufficiently 
supportive monetary stance, 
the Maastricht fiscal deficit cri- 
teria will be met if all the gov- 
ernment’s proposed measures 
are implemented.” But the fore- 
cast puts the deficit at 3.4 per 
cent of GDP in 1997, just out- 
side the limit. 

It forecasts a 3.2 per cent 


deficit in France, commenting 
that meeting the treaty’s target 
“depends not only on the res- 
olute implementation of fiscal 
consolidation plans, bin also on 
the likely course of interest 
rates". 

The speed with which coun- 
tries succeed in moving to- 
wards the Maastricht limits wiD 
determine how sluggish the EU 
economies are next year. The 
report foresees the recovery as 
be mg “relatively modest" be- 
cause of efforts to close the gap 
between government spending 
and revenues. It predicts that 
unemployment rates on the 
Continent wDl scarcely budge 
from their current high levels. 

Even so it expects both the 
main European economies to 
grow faster next year than this, 
admitting that their perfor- 
mance in 19% has been slug- 
gish. Investment and exports are 
likely to recover during the 
next 12 months. Low interest 
rates and a tight fiscal policy 
should permit foster growth 
without the threat of infla tion.. 
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GoldE - 222.07 +1.78 251.84 
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IMPORTANT NEWS FOR 
MORTGAG E CUSTOMERS 


Interest Rate Change 




Tbe rales of interest for new and existing mortgage customers 
(in appropriate cases the basic Tate) will increase by 0-25% to , 
6.99% with effect from 20th December 1996. The new rates . 
continue to reflect the Society’s commitment to mutuality ■ 
and the benefits this brings to our customers. ■ r; 

. Fixed rate mortgages are not affected during: tbe : 

contractual fixed rate period. 

In cases where mortgage interest rate changes are subject^, 
to notice, the increase wiD take place after the appropriate 
notice period which will commence on 20th December If 

There wiD be no change to the interest rates on "famg 
Secured Personal Loans regulated by the Consumer Credit \ k 
An. 1974. 

For customers participating in the Society's annual review . . 
procedure, this interest rate increase will be taken into *•. 
account when calculating new monthly payments from ' 
March 1997 or. in appropriate cases, the anniversary of the. - 
mortgage. 


Norwich and 
Peterborough 


* Part. Lynch Wood, MMfaoroagh PBB BWZ. 
TvUfdwnw PaMxmwntl (01733) 371371. 
r of Tbs BdUtos SocMtaa AmocMoo. Munbar of LMK. 

A — h — UUMon -■ 



This formal notice is issued incompliance with the rcqp ir anaiU of The London 
Stock Exchange limited (“lbe London Stock Exchange")- This formal notice 
should be read in coqjunctKB with the circular dated 19 December, UWFthe 
Circular") which akme contains AiH deu&f of Tbe Environmental Investment 
Company Lhniled and the securities bong issued. 

Appikmltoa has been mode to tbe London Stock Exchange for the Zero Dividend 
Pre f erence Shore* In be n d mine d to the Oflteia] Lin. 


The Environmental Investment Company Limited • 

fo etosed-end company incorporated in Jersey, regiiurahrith number 35007} 


Of 

12,000,000 Zero Dividend. Preference Stares of Ip each 
oh the basis of 3 zero dmdeod preference shares ; 
for every 1 ordinary share 

AVAILABILITY OP ORCULAft 

Copies of the Circular arc available (for collection only during normal bu»ne» 
bears) from the Company Announcements Office. London Slock Excbanft. Old 
Broad Street. London EC2N IHPou tbe two botinest days foOowingthedate of 

K atiaa of the Grcuhtr and may also be obtained during normal business 
for collection until 10 January 1997 from the icgbtered office of the 
Company al La Mode Oiomben. St. R^er. Jeney JEl lRL Channel Islands 
and from; 

Howe Coven Corporate Faunae Limited 
4 Broadgaie, 

London EC2M7LE 

Hoarc Goveu Corporate Finance Limited, which is regulated by The Securities 
and Futuna Authority Limited, ii acting for lbe Company and no «tc else in 
cometxiaa with the Capitalisation ham and wflj not he responsible to aBJu* 
oUmr dam the Company for providing the protections afforded to its Butoa*** 
or for affording advice in relation to the contents of the drenlar or any mat ten 
referred to t h erein. 

20 December 1996 
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Up and up go the costs of Halifax conversion 


‘Most mortals are 
going to find the 
amount being spent 
on merging with the 
Leeds Permanent and 
then floating on the 
stock market hard to 
understand or justify. 
At £413m, it is 
equal to the cost 
of several spanking 
new hospitals' 


M ost mortals arc going to find the 
amount being spent in? Halifax on Tnerg- 

lug with the Leeds Permanent and then float' 
mg on the stock market hard to understand 
or justify. At 1413m, ones everything is tot- 
ted up. it is equal to the cost of severalspank- 
ing new hospitals. Alternatively, it could be 
made to pay for about half die planned up- 
lift in Government spending on education 
n«a year, or to ait the deficit to a level which 
might qualify Britain for the single European 
currency. It dwarfs even the coos of prepar- 
ing the water companies for privatisation aod 
then floating them on the stock marker. 
Looked at another way, it is about 10 per 
cent of what the Halifax and Leeds com- 
bined pay their depositors each year in inter- 
est- Even taking into account the fact the 
bulk of.the cost is being incurred on the 
merger, expenses which presumably can be 
quite swiftly recouped out of subsequent cost 
savings, we are stiU talking about quite spec- 
tacular numbers. 

Costs associated with the dotation alone 
are expected to come out' at £153m. That 
may not look unduly high set against the 
company’s expected £llbn stock market 
worth, or the usual percentages charged by 
the City, but given that this float does not 
need to marketed or underwritten in any 
way, the figures still look out of all propor- 
tion. The reason, Halifax Haim*, is the enor- 
mous costs ' associated with communicating 
with its 9 million members. The sheer bull 
of the necessary documentation is way 


above anything seen before, and as a con- 
sequence unanticipated to some degree. 

The obvious question is whether the exer- 
cise justifies the expends. Halifax, it will be 
recalled, was a late convert to the idea of 
conversion. The full story of how it came to 
change its mind has yet to be told. For some 
years, Jon Foulds, the chairman, held out 
against ft, giving long and highly articulate 
dissertations on why it wasn’t for the Hali- 
fax. Then the scales fell from his eyes, tire 
dyke was breached and those that still ding 
to mutuality are now the odd ones ouL But 
the assertion that Halifax will be better for 
ns members as a joint stock company has yet 
to be proved. 

Nationwide argues that what the others 
are going lo have to pay out in dividends can 
in (heir case be used to offer their members 
keener interest rates. On the face of it, this 
is not an easy thing to argue against. The 
costs of 'the Halifax-Leeds merger and its 


imaidy half a percentage point to its depos- 
itors, the sort of advantage competitors 
would kill for. But with all those fixe shares 
around, who’s going to dispute the costs? 


Metal Exchange gets a 
fair bill of health 


r T'be London Metal Exchange's way of life 
X and its trading methods are safe, but its 
culture is not so secure. Yesterday's report 


lug 
of 8 


by the Securities and Investments Board into 
the regulatory structure of the LACE found 
it out of the ark, full of potentially damag- 
s -% conflicts of interest and in urgent need 
an overhaul. 

SIB has no evidence of abuse. But to out- 
siders, the lack of a dear division of respon- 
sibility between the board and the executive 
is deeply worrying. 

That explains why the Securities and 
Futures Authority, which regulates some 
LME members, has been wary of handing 
over too much information to the metal mar- 
ket With the right reforms, that roadblock 
to a closer co-operation, which is essential 
to avoiding future scandals, should be 
removable. The LME had better get a 
move on. 

The LME has nevertheless won a victory 
of a kind. There is no more talk of a com- 
plete overhaul of the very special trading 
methods. After all, the fundamental cause 
of the Sumitomo scandal must be sought in 
Japan. The giant company, hardly in the wid- 
ows and orphans class, foiled to police its 
own enormous dealings in copper. 

Furthermore, it reacted somnolently to 
warnings from the LME and SIB that some- 
thing suspicious was going on. And the main 
companies with which it did business in Lon- 
don were not even LME members, but were 
regulated by the S FA. 

The $Z6bn of losses are therefore hard 
to pin on the peculiarities of LME trading. 
The metal market has no segregation of 


client accounts, LME members are allowed 
to grant credit to their customers and t here 
are no daily cash payments to cover margins 
- investor protection features found in aD 
other London markets- . 

But foe Securities and Investments Board 


has accepted the view of profes s i on als con- 
nected with the LME foal it should be 


allowed to continue in its own way. 

The reason for this special treatment is 
that foe bulk of LME users etcher produce 
or consume foe products being traded, and 
are grown up enough to know what tiny are 
doing. 

More impoitant, SIB says there is no sys- 
temic risk that the whole trading system 
would collapse if there were a default 
resulting from lack of segregation of cheat 
accounts. This is not a dean bill of beafth. 
but it could have been much worse. 


Long haul ahead for 
high-speed rail link 


J ust as investors are recovering their nerve 
after the fire in the Channel Tunnel, an- 
other bunch of railway enthusiasts are 
preparing lo bring their train set to market. 
Early next year London and Continental 
Railways, the Eurostar operator, will begin 
softening up City institutions and hanks for 
a capital-raising exercise to fund the £2&bn 
high-speed rail link. 

Don’t be fooled, however, by that £2-Sbn 


figure, which is just the capital cost. Euro- 
tunnel provided a wondrous insight into just 
how crippling compound interest can be. 
When the high-speed line is up and running, 
in theory by 2003, it will be remarkable u 
there is any change from £4bn (at 1995 
prices). That seems a fancy sum for slicing 
j 5 minutes off the journey time to Paris and 
Brussels. 

There are some important differences, 
however, between LCR and Eurotunnel, for 
one thing, LCR already has £1.4bn of pub- 
lic funding in its back pocket after the Gov- 
ernment's belated recognition foal it would 
never get this project out of the. sidings 
unless it dipped into taxpayers’ pockets. 

For another, LCR also has a sizeable 
income stream from Eurostar operations 
even though the chances of it actually turn- 
ing a profit before Dotation at the beginning 
of 1998 must be remote. 

And for a third thing, it has foe market- 

ma i u ... 


mg chutzpah of Richard Branson's Virgin 
’e tin ‘ ' * * 


and foe financial muscle of SBC Warburg 
behind it. 

That said, the high-speed link will forever 
be linked - both physically and in the 
mind's eye of investors - with the Channel 
Tunnel, which came in a year late and twice 
foe original budget and' could, quite con- 
ceivably. never pay its original shareholders 
a dividend. 

It will take all Branson's pizzazz and all 
SBC's considerable financial ingenuity to 
pull Lhis one off. 


; UPf 


* 


.v- 


Interest rate rise 
leads to cut in 
mortgage lending 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The amount of new mortgage 
and consumer borrowing fell 
slightly last month, following foe 
rise in base rates at the end of 
October. But November 
brought a singe in total bank 
lending for the second month 
running. 

Hie Building Societies As- 
sociation said the bousing re- 
covery was still on track despite 
the sught setback, with mort- 
gage advances well above the 
previous year's level. Adrian 
Coles, director general, said: 
“Theslii 


a sign of faltering recovery but, 
lal it is mote Stable and * 


rather that it is mote Stabl 
likely to be sustainable in the 
longer term.” 

The strong but steady outlook 
for foe housing market was 
supported by Abbey National, 
one of the biggest mortgage 
lenders. 

Predicting a 7 percent rise in 
bouse prices in 1997, retail 
managing director Andrew 
Pople said: “We do not antici- 
pate - and would not welcome 


- a return to the boom-bust 
cycle of foe late 1980s.” 

He added: “Ws do not expect 
interest rates to rise signifi- 
cantly in foe foreseeable future, 
which in turn will underpin 
consumer confidence.'’ 

Economists suggested that 

reflected the withdrawal erf 
cheap fixed-rare mortgage deals 
after the 30 October increase in 
base rates. “There is little sign 
of a strengthening trend in per- 
sonal sector borrowing” said 
John O’Sullivan, an economist 
at NatWesi Markets. 

New lending by the building 
societies fell from £l-5bn in 
October to £13bn in Novem- 
'ber, still 73 per cent higher than 
*a year earlier. Separate figures 
from the main high-street 
banks showed a dip in their 
mortgage lending from £623m 
to £610m. 

However, foe British Bankers' 
Association said their total 
lending was well above October's 
figure. It rose to £4.6bn from 
£2.8bu, inflated by an fSOOm 
loan by one bank to a subsidiary. 

Even adjusting for this, the 


BBA said there was demand for 
loans from across all economic 
sectors. It was particularly 
strong from service industries, 
while a jump in borrowing tty 
leasing companies pointed to 
higher investment spending in 
industry. 

The buoyant loans picture 
made for a h^er-than-espected 
jump in total Tending and m M4, 
foe broad measure of the mon- 
ey supply. New loans in the 
economy amounted to £7bn, 
about foe same as foe previous 
month and 10 per cent higher 
than last November. 

The annual growth in M4 
increased from 1CL5 per centto 
J0.{5 per cent, highest rate for 
nearly sic yeais. ,T 

The steady acceleration in 
broad money growth during 
foe year has concerned foe 
Bank of England, even though 
foe introduction of the gilts repo 
market has exaggerated the 
pace. Many in the City thought 
that, after strong retail sales and 
a big drop in unemployment, 
foe lending figures would lead 
the Bank to press harder for an- 
other rise in base rates. 



On his mettle: Raj Bagri (right) of the LME 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


SIB warns on conflict 
of interest at LME 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


The Securities and Investments 
Board said yesterday that seri- 
ous potential conflicts of inter- 
est at the top of the London 
Metal Exchange should be 
removed as soon as possible. 

The City’s senior regulator 
was proposing a seven-point 
programme of improvements at 
the LME, foe result of a six- 
monfo investigation into regu- 
lation of the metals market. 

The inquiry was launched in 
the summer after Yasuo Hama- 
naka, a copper trader at Sum- 
itomo. ran up losses of S2.obn 
for his employer, and SIB is to 
monitor progress at the LME 
over the next 12 months.. 

The SIB repot said there had 
been occasions when conflicts 
of interest ruled out so mag 
board members of foe LME 
from an active interest that a 
special committee of the chief 
executive, including a co-opted 

outsider, had to be set up to deal 

with market developments. 

SIB made no allegation that 
conflicts of interest had led to 
abuse of inside information ob- 


tained while regulating the met- 
al markets. But it made clear hs 
concerns about the seriousness 
of the risks arising from the mar- 
ket's organisation. 

The report said: “In order to 
secure the confidence of users 
of the LME, it is also essential 
that the board as a whole and 
its individual members are seen 
to have ensured that they do not 
miaise information gained for 
regulatory purposes” 

There should be a dear sep- 
aration between regulatory 
tasks and the commercial ac- 
tivities of the exchange “so that 
confidentiality of information 
can be seen to be preserved". 

The LME board should for- 
mally delegate responsibility 
for monitoring trading to foe ex- 
ecutive and it should “contin- 
ue to arrange its affairs so that 
it does not have access to mar- 
ket-sensitive information and 
should make dear public^ that 
this is the case”- . 

One of SiB’s recommenda- 
tions is that foe LME creates a 
post of head of market regula- 
tion and enforcement to give a 
“higher profile and a sharper 
focus at a senior level" to reg- 


ulation and enforcement Raj 
Bagri, chairman of the LME, in- 
sisted foat there had never 
been any problem in practice 
but agreed that foe SIB rec- 
ommendation would prompt 
changes in LME organisation 
and an increase in the number 
of independent directors, which 
he expects to rise from one to 

at least three. The Staff of 44 wfll 

rise by about a fifth. - 

Mr Bagri said: "It is not just 
a question of doing the right 
thing bat of being seen to be do- 
ingthe right thing.” 

The report was attacked by 
David Threikeld, a copper 
trader, who warned foe LME 
about Mr Hamanaka's activities 
in 1991. “You need a new ex- 
ecutive entity on foe LME with 
teeth and powers to put a stop 
to corruption and fraud." 

The SIB report came down 
against radical changes in the 
distinctive way foe LME oper- 
ates, which arises from its deep 
involvement with producers 
and end users of metal. 

But it urged more indepen- 
dent directors and an exchange 
of info rmation with foe fjRL 

Radical regulation, page 24 



Norman rejects loyalty 
card as Asda surges 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Asdia’s chairman Xrchle Norman (right) wftti Allan Leighton, 
chief executive. In Harrogate yesterday ■ 'Photograph: Guzellan 


Archie Norman, Asda’s chair- 
man, remained resolutely 
opposed to the idea of intro- 
ducing a loyalty card ai foe 
supermarket chain yesterday, as 
he announced strong profits and 
sales growth in foe half-year to 
November. 

“The old maxims are often 
the best Keeping it simple has 
been foe key to our success,” he 
said, as he reported another 
bumper like-for-like sales per- 
formance from the Leeds-based 
multiple grocer. Sales from 
easting stores grew by 10.2 per 
cent in foe six-month period, 
which compared with growth of 
only 7 per cent from Tfesco, 5.1 
percent from Safeway and 23 
per cent from Sainsbuxy. 

Allan Leighton, who suc- 
ceeded Mr Norman as chief ex- 
ecutive earlier this year, added: 
“Our continued outperfor- 
mance of foe industry is evi- 


dence of progress towards our 
Breakout goal of becoming 
Britain's best value fresh food 
and dothing superstore.” Break- 
out is a three-year improvement 
programme launched by Asda 
in 1995. 

Profits in the half-year before 
a £73m exceptional profit from 
foe sale of foe group's stake in 
Allied Carpets increased 15.S 
per cent to £160.1 m. Earnings 
per share increased by a similar 
margm to 4fl6p and foe dividend 
rose 115 per cent to O.SIp. 
Asda's shares, which have risen 
from alow of 23p inl992, dosed 
1.75p higher at 125.5p. 

Since Mr Norman joined 
Asda in 1992 to reverse its 
fading fortunes, the group's 
return on sales has more than 
doubled despite a gradual 
decline in the return on assets 
enjoyed by foe industry as a 
whole. Yesterday he said Asda 
bad overtaken the average of Its 
three big rivals on that measure 
for foe first time. 


Announcing a continuation of 
Asda’s creed, “Simplicity is di- 
vinity”, Mr Norman said': “Our 
competitors are looking for 
other things to do. We have 
nothing against loyalty cards, 
but we believe our success is 
more to do with being radical 
and doing things with pace.” 

With all foe big grocery 
chains copying each others ini- 
tiatives, he added, foe trick 
was to stay ahead of foe game 
and to focus on the core busi- 
ness rather than moving into 
peripheral areas such as finan- 
cial services. 

Asda's strongest performers 
In foe period were fresh food 
and dothing. Meat sales rose 19 
per cent, produce 14 per cent 
and bakery sales were 13 per 
cent higher. 

The George dothing brand 
saw a 35 per cent increase in 
sales with children's wear and 
ladies’ outerwear especially 
strong. 

Investment column, page 22 


1,000 jobs 
lost in 
Gallaher 
closure 


Gallaher, the UK tobacco sub- 
sidiary of American Brands, is 
to shut its cigarette factory in 
Manchester with foe loss of 
almost 1,000 jobs. Production is 
being transferred to its factory 
at usnafillan. Northern Ire- 
land where around 300 new jobs 
will be created. 

Local council leaders in 
Manchester and unions 
immediately condemned foe 
decision. “This news has come 
as a complete bombshell to 
everyone and we are appalled 


lys before Christmas," foe 
local council leader Roy 
Oldham said last night. 

*T am left wondering whether 
this is a crude bribe by foe 
Government to buy the Ulster 
Unionists' vote in its desperate 
attempts to ding on to power. 
I am struck by foe coincidence 
that the news of this closure 
comes at the same lime as the 
Government bas given £l0m to 
Northern Ireland to help make 
this switch.” 

The closure is part of a 
streamlining drive by Gallaher, 
which closed its Belfast plant in 
1988 and its Port Thibet cigar 
factory in Wales in 1994. 

The firm has also reduced its 
distribution plants from eight to 
a single centre in Crewe. 

Peter Wilson, chairman of 
Gallaher, said: “By now reduc- 
ing from our two UK cigarette 
factories to one and investing in 
the latest generation of ultra- 
high speed cigarette man- 
ufacturing machinery, we wfll 
achieve significantly lower 
overhead costs and make an im- 
portant improvement in pro- 
duction efficiency.” 

The Manchester factoty, 
which manufactured Benson 
and Hedges and Silk Out forfoe 
UK market, will take three to 
four years to dose completely. 

American Brands is taking a 
fourth-quarter pre-tax charge of 
approximately $80m to cover 
foedosure, which will mostly be 
used to cover redundancy 



The firm said the factory In 
Ulsterwould have a capacity to 
make up to 50 billion ciga- 
rettes a year. 
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Airtours buys up 
Italian cruise 
operator for £ 181 m 



Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


The rise and rise of Airtours 
continued yesterday after the 
tour operator, Britain’s second 
largest after Thomson, an- 
nounced a further mow into the 
booming cruise market with 
the acquisition of Europe’s 
largest cruise company, Italy's 
Costa Crodere. Airtours' shams 
jumped SQp to 797Jp on die 
news, at which level they have 
more than doubled since the 
beginning of the year. 

The £ISlm deal, agreed by 
Costa's controlling share- 
holders, was struck in joint 
partnership with Airtours' 
largest shareholder, Carnival 
Corporation, the largest US 
cruise operator. Both com- 
panies plan to contribute half 
the consideration from their 
own resources. 

It is the first time Carnival 
and Airtours have acted in 
concert like this since Carnival 
took a 29.5 per cent stake in the 
British holiday company and the 
deal is certain to intensify 


speculation that the two will 
eventually merge. David Cross- 
land, founder and chair man of 
Airtours, is already on the 
board of Carnival 

Airtours and Carnival said 
yesterday they had entered into 
an agreement with a syndicate 
of shareholders owning just 
over SO per cent of Costa’s 
Milan-traded shares. That 
syndicate's major shareholder is 
the Costa family itself, while 
other members include hotel 

and leisure group Accor, the 
Agnelli family which controls 
Fiat, and supermarket group 
Chargeurs. 

Costa, which is based in 
Genoa, operates 10 ships, 
primarily in the Mediterranean, 
where it controls 30 per cent of 
the cruise market. It is strong 
in Italy, where it sells 70 per cent 
of all cruises on the Mediter- 
ranean, and in Fiance, where its 
share is 40 per cent. 

In the year to December 
1995, it is estimated that about 
900,000 cruises were taken in 
the Mediterranean and north- 
ern Europe out of a world-wide 


total of 5.4 mfliioiL The cruise 
market in Europe is expected to 
grow to 1.2 million cruise 
passengers by the year 2000. 

Last year, Costa made profits 
before tax and extraordinary 
items of £lS-2m from sales of 
£380 eq. The company will be run 
as a stand alone business, head- 
quartered in Genoa, but 
Airtours expects to supply its 

cruise ships through its own tour 

operation and to stock its 
brochures in its Going Places 
travel agencies. 

The Costa deal follows hot on 
the heels of bumper full-year 
figures from Airtours last week 
for the 12 mouths to Sep- 
tember. Profits rose 46 per cent 
to £86J3m after a 30 per cent rise 
in sales to £1.7bn. That 
compared with profits earlier 
this week from rival First 
Choice of £10m from sales of 
£lbn. 

Airtours indicated at the time 
of its results that it was p lanning 

to spend up to £250m on over- 
seas acquisitions to push its 
profits from outside Britain to 
50 per cent of the group total. 


NSM shares sink to 8p 


Patrick Tooher 


NSM saw its already lowly share 
price fall by a third yesterday af- 
ter the heavily indebted mining 
group revealed a huge half-year 
loss and admitted die future of 
its deep coal mine in south 
Whies rested on the successful 
outcome of crisis t alks with 
bankers. NS M's shares, as high 
as SOp a year ago, dosed 4p 
lower at 8p. 

The news served to high- 
light the growing difficulties 
facing Britain’s small knot of 
mining companies. Last week 
almost £2QQm was wiped off the 
stock market value of RJB 
Mining. Britain's biggest coal 
producer, after the company’s 


own broker warned about the 
impact of cheap overseas im- 
ports of coal in the wake of 
sterlings recent strength. 

Earner this year administra- 
tors were called in at Coal 
Investments, the mining venture 
headed by Malcolm Edwards, a 
former British Coal director. 

In the year to September 
NSM racked up losses of 
£71. 9m, all but £500,000 of 
which relate to a provision on 
the sale of businesses which 
have either been completed or 
are expected to be finalised. 

NSM again warned that the 
sale of its US coal operations, 
which is being handled by US 
stockbrokers Paine Webber, 
would be at a substantial 


discount to net asset value. 

John Jermine, the chairman, 
said several “unforeseen oper- 
ational difficulties and delays” 
bad significantly affected work- 
ing capital requirements. “Con- 
sequently, the company has been 
in detailed discussions with its 

h anlcwm Hoarding ini immediate 

and long-term funding which 
have yet to be determined.” 

Mr Jermme said trading in 
the US was “extremely difficult'’ 
and blamed two “once in a hun- 
dred years" storms in successive 
years, previously unknown 
geological problems in the deep 
mines and low selling prices. 

If the talks are successful 
NSM’s future will largely de- 
pend on the pit in south Whies. 


Asda trumps the loyalty card pack 

The Investment Column 


Asda’s refusal to get involved in the 
loyalty card war smacks a little of mak- 
ing virtue crut of necessity. But cynicism 
about its motives aside, Asda is prob- 
ably right to hold back from the fray. 
The juw festffl out on whether the costs 
of loyalty cards are outweighed by the 
benefit of higher sales, but die evidence 
so far is not compelling. 

Asda has always played a different 
marketing game from its more up- 
market peers, and it remains theomy 
non-discount grocery chain to sell 
itself unashamedly on price, but it is 
currently making more than usual of 
its Leeds origins. Its price promise now 
finds itself literally inscribed in York- 
shire stone outside its superstores - true 
northern grit 

With the company for the time 
being still run by the prospective 
parliamentary candidate for true blue 
Tunbridge Wells, that may ring some- 
what hollow, but the underlying 
message that what consumers want 
from a supermarket is good value, good 
quality and service has a ring of 
common sense. The tiny discounts 
offered by loyalty cards have always 
been a con that underestimated the 
intelligence of the average shopper. 

■ Asda’s continuing ability to outstrip 
its peers on crucial measures such as 
return on capital employed and like- 
for-like sales growth is surprising but 
pleasantly so. Like-for-lflce turnover 
growth of 10.2 per cent in the six 
months to November remains com- 
fortably ahead of Tbsco's 7 per emit and 
leaves Salisbury's 23 per cent stand- 
ing. For the first time, Asda’s return 
on capital has risen above the average 
of its three largest rivals and while its 
trend is healthily upwards the others 
are getting a pro gress iv ely worse return 
from the assets they employ. 

Other battles Asda appears to be 
winning are for the hearts and minds 
of clothes shoppers and fresh food 
buyers, the latter not traditionally its 
strongest suit. Having taken full con- 
trol of the George clothing brand, real 
progress is being made towards the 
target of becoming the number two 
family clothes brand behind M&S. 
Fresh food sales are growing like 
Tbpsy, with meat, especially, taking off. 

The rather belated push to achieve 
40 per cent of sales from own-brand 
products also appears to be going ac- 
cording to plan with successful cereal 
launches among 2,000 new lines tak- 
ing penetration up to 35 per cent A 
similar push is plmmed for next year. 

In all sorts of ways Asda continues 
to force the pace in the supermarket 
arena but it remains firmly m the pack 
as far as stock market rating goes, on 
a prospective pfe ratio of 13 on the basis 
of a consensus forecast of £343m this 
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year and£378m nest time. If you want 
to be In the sector, Asda is your best 
way in, but in a cut-throat mature mar- 
ket and with its driving force destined 
for the Opposition benches, there is 
better value elsewhere. 


Hard Rock lets 
Rank down 


The stock market was right to interpret 
' /i 11-raonth “trading update” 
leisure giant Rank as nothing 
more than a thinly disguised profits 
warning. Shares in the bingo-to-Butfins 
group fell 25 25p to 416.5p as investors 
reacted badly to two worrying devel- 
opments. 

The biggest surprise came at the 
Hard Rock themed restaurant chaio- 
Whfle just about any old branded con- 
cept serving up half-decent beer and 
grub seems to be coining it. Hard Rock 
has spectacularly missed out on the 
bonanza. True, a BSE beef scare dosed 
the Paris branch for 15 days in the au- 
tumn, but nevertheless like-fbr-like 
sales in the 32 Hard Rock cafes fell 4 


per cent - analysts noted that in Lon- 
don turnover rose a sub-inflationaiy 2 
per cent while sales fell in New York 
Not surprisingly, Hard Rock las re- 
cently expanded its national and local 
sales forces to the US to beef up the 
marketing effort. 

The other concern is the slipping 
timetable for the planned £1 bn rale of 
Rank’s remaining 20 per cent stake in 
copier company Rank Xerox. Origi- 
nally due to take place id the first quar- 
ter of 1997, the talk now is of a sale 
some time before the end of 1998. The 
sale is seen as a way for Rank to re- 
turn cash to investors* either in the form 

of a share buy-back or special dividend, 
but they should not hold their breath. 

Disposals Of non-core assets form a 
key pan of the strategic review recently 
completed by new chief executive 
Andrew Tfcare. formerly of English 
China Clays. 

Yesterday saw the Shearings holiday 
coach business finally sold to Its man- 
agement for £83 m. All told. Rank has 
raised more than £2Q0m during the sec- 
ond half , though borrowings still remain 
around £lbn after Rank splashed out 
£123m in October for the Tbm Cob- 
leigh chain of themed pubs. That deal 


raised eyebrows in the City and 
prompted accusations that Rank, for 
all its t^oficstnicturing^was stin pre- 
par^ to pay frdl prices fra cyclical busi- 
nesses at the top of the economic cycle. 

Broker KJemwort Benson sticks 
with its bottom-of-the-range forecast 
of pre-tax, pre-exceptumaJ profits of 
£ 294 m this year, rising to £34Sm m 
1997. That implies a price/eamings 
ratio of 17 falling to 15. Unexciting. 

Fairey bid shows 
up Burnfield 



for rival engineer Burnfield yesterday 
and with ita slew of facts and figures 
showing what an appalling investment 
Burnfield has been over the past five 
years. No one would ai£ue with that - 
both capital value and dividend income 
have fallen 40 per cent over that period 

Burnfield rightly countered that 
Eairey’s choice of period was highly 
selective, as they always are in hostile 
bid situations, and attempted to put for- 
ward its own three-year period, starting 
at the company's recent low point when 
it parted company with its previous 
chief executive. As always, a hcctile bid 
has drowned hapless investors in a 
torrent of innuendo and half-truth. 

The real story is, not surprisingly, a 
combination of the two sides' argu- 
ments, but Fairey wins on points. 
Burnfield has made some pretty awful 
acquisitions along the way, resulting in 
a hefty £12m exceptional charge that 
will send it £Sm into the red this year. 
It has a poor history of disappointing 
shareholders with profits warnings 
and has seen its earnings per share go 
nowhere in the past five years. After 
a collapse in its dividend m 1993, the 
payout has edged upwards but is only 
a little more than half the 1992 level 

Against that backdrop it is now 
attempting to sell a £20m seven-for-10 
rights issue to shareholders to fund an 
acquisition into a new area, vibration 
control equipment The City reaction 
'to the deal — 10 per cent off the share 
price to lOOp - tells the story. 

Normally the best thing to do in a bid 
like this is to wait for the arguments to 
unfold. In this case, that is not possible 
because Rurey says it will only go ahead 
with the one-for-four share bid if 
shareholders vote down the proposed 
acquisition and rights issue on 30 De- 
cember. So, shareholders have to make 
a snap decision. Faced with stumping 
up £630 for every £1,000 of shares they 
own, the temptation to snatch a decent 
premium at yesterday’s dose of 141 
Is enormous. Sell in the market. 
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Code defends ‘implausible’ forecast 


Patrick Tooher 


The war of 1 words between steel 
castings group William Cook 
and its pursuer. Birmingham- 
based Triplex Lloyd, reached a 
new level of intensity yesterday 
as both sides traded accusation 
and counter-accusation. 

The fur started to fly after 
Triplex Uqyd dismissed William 
Cook’s latest profit forecast as 
“implausible”. William Cook re- 
sponded by accusing Triplex 
Lloyd of making “a number of 


% 


ill-considered and inaccurate 
lints” and of failing to un- 
erstand its business. 

“Once again Triplex Lloyd is 
indulging in cheap jibes in an at- 
tempt to divert shareholders' at- 
tention away from the key issue 
which is the value of William 
Cook’s business and prospects," 
claimed Andrew Cook, chair- 
man and chief executive. 

Wffliam Cook said its forecast 
of pre-tax profits of not less than 
£10.7m in the year to March 
1997 showed that Triplex 


Lloyd’s £58m offer was “ludi- 
crously low”. 

Triplex Lloyd is offering 312p 
in cash and shares, but William 
Cook reckons it is worth any- 
where between 500p-700p on 
the basis of the new forecast 
Triplex Lloyd asked William 
Cook’s shareholders to question 
the quality of earnings which 
William Cook has forecast 
It noted that on 25 October 
William Cook issued a “down- 
beat” interim statement in 
which Mr Cook said W illiam 


Cook was seeing a thinning in 
order books and that he viewed 
the resulting cut in production 
with concern. 

Six days later a report by 
UBS, William Cook’s own bro- 
ker, forecast less than 5 per cent 
growth in pre-tax profits to 
£S^m for the year to March, im- 
plying no growth in the second 
half over the previous year. 

But Triplex Lloyd said that 
just eight- days after it an- 
nounced its offer, Mr Cook had 
already begun to guarantee 


continued profit growth in the 
second half of the current year. 

“We do not accept this prof- 
it forecast as representing a sus- 
tainable level of profitability for 
William Cook,” said Graham 
Lockyer, Triplex Lloyd’s chief 
executive. "The profit forecast 
is an implausible short-term 
reaction to our offer." 

Mr Cook said the forecast 
was struck before the bid de- 
fence costs but after refurbish- 
ment costs off22m charged to 
the profit and loss account. 
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PROPHETS 

Every age has its 
prophets: original 
thinkers or 
agitators whose 
ideas shape 
civilisation for a 
generation or 
more. Who will be 
the voices of the 
newmiUerinium? 



Each month, 1,000 works of art are stolen. Few are 
recovered. Why? Geraldine Nannan on the secrets 
of Interpol’s Most Wanted Works of Art register 

■ 

Plus: a new short stoiy by Steven Heighten, Michael 
Bywaters seasonal reflections, and Martin Roman's 
radical reinterpretation of A Christmas Carol 

and in real life 

Flirting with misogyny - a panto dame defends 
his craft. Plus: Christmas flashpoints and how 
to avoid them; die new men of rap; perfect party 
dresses; and the long-awaited outsize directory 




In Brief 


• The prospect ofcbeapp-inteniatitmal phone services was raised 
yesterday after the DTI licensed 44 international phone operators, 
ending the duopoly over foreign traffic between BT and Mercury. 
Of 46 companies who applied, 44 were granted licences, includ- 
ing US giant AT&X Racal and Enccgjs, the phone company owned 
by National Grid. Mike Grabiner, Energis chief executive, said 
the news was a “huge opportunity”, raising the prospect of joint 
ventures to lay further international phone cable capacity. He said 
new operators would also be able to expand customer services, 
including overseas private networks for businesses for the first time. 

• Dominion Resources, the US utility company which has made 
a £1 -3bn agreed takeover bid for East Midlands Electricity, yes- 
terday bought 15 per cent of shares in the Nottiugham-iased 
regional power supplier. Dominion spent £199m on the stake which 
it bought at the bid price of 670p a share. It also disclosed it had 
received acceptances so far from investors with 353 per cent of 
East Midlands shares, which means the Virginia company speaks 
for just over 50 per cent of its bid target. A spokesman denied 
the share buying was a sign it feared a counter bidder would arrive 
on the scene. East Midlands shares rose 3p to 664p. 

• President Clinton is expected to announce that Janet Yellen, 
currently a Federal Reserve Governor, wiD become the new chair- 
man of the Council of Economic Advisers. Subject to Senate con- 
firmation, she will replace Joseph Stiglitz, who is moving to become 
chief economist at the World Bank. Separately, the White House 
said yesterday that the President will make the major decisions 
on the next fecal year’s budget by the end of this week. It is due 
to be presented to Congress early in February. 

• The Bund e sbank set a two-year policy target yesterday, extending 
the usual period for its money supply target in order to map out 
the way lo the introduction of the euro on 1 January 1999. It left 
all key interest rates unchanged after yesterday’s council meeting. 

• Zhe nhai R efinin g and Chemical wfll today become the first 
equity-related Chinese listing on the London Stock Exchange 
The company has raised $200m (£l20m) through a convertible 
bond issue, which was 10- times oversubscribed. 

• BAT Industries has sold Henri Winlermans Cigar com 
for £55m to Skandinavisk Tbbakskompagni, the Dutch group, 
holds a 32 per cent stake in Skandinavisk. 


Vauxhall creates 900 jobs 
in new van partnership 


Mi chael Harrison 


VhuxhaU is to create 900 jobs 
with a £180m investment in 
new van making facilities at its 
IBC Vehicles plant in La ton. 
Together with extra employment 
among suppliers, the total num- 
ber of jobs created could be as 
high as 2,700. 

The go-ahead for the invest- 
ment came yesterday after 
Vauxhall 's parent company. 
General Motors, ana the 
French car group Renault 
signed an agreement in Baris to 
develop a new medium van 
range. 

As part of the agreement, 
Renault will start supplying 
Mmxhall with a version of its 
Thtfic van early next year. It wfll 
be sold in Britain as the Vaux- 
taall Arena and will replace the 
Midi, which IBC stopped budd- 
ing earlier this year. 

The new van will have a 


weigh! range of 23-2.8 tonnes 
and is due to go into production 
at the turn of he century. Out- 
put of the van from the IBC 
plant, which already makes the 
Frontera four-wheel drive 
vehicle, will be 60,000 a year and 

75 per cent of production wifi 
befbrexport. 

Together with development 
expenditure, thetotalrostof the 
van project could be as high as 
£400 ul Nick Reilly, ebainnan of 
Vhuxhall and IBC Vehicles, 
declined to say what total in- 
vestment would be but he said 
it was such that neither manu- 
facturer could have afforded to 
launch the new van alone. 

Just under half the £180m 
investment will be at the IBC 
plant and the rest, funded 
evenly by Yaaxhafl and Renault, 
will be spent on supplier tooling. 

The agreement will also see 
Renault supplying Vauxhall 
with an entirety new van for the 


heavy sector of the market in 
two years time. The van; to be 
manufactured at Renault’s 
BatiUy plant in France, will re- 
place the Renault Master and 
will compete with bigger end of 
the Ford Transit range. 

The European van market is 
currently running at around 
300,000 a year. The 60,000 pro- 
duction targeted by Vauxhall 
and Renault for the new van at 
Luton is significantly higher 
than the combined output of the 
Trafic and Midi ranges. 

The Luton plant currently 
employs 1300 on production of 
the Frontera, winch is running 
at 33,000 a year. Although pro- 
duction of the MSdi was phased 
out earlier this year there were 
no job losses as workers were 
shifted onto the Routera line. 
IBC Vehicles is 82 per cent 
owned tty General Motors and 
18 per cent by Isuzu Motors of 
Japan. 
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Bank of Scotland 
Mortgages Direct 

NOTICE OF INTEREST RATE VARIATION 

The following rates for mortgages provided by Bank of Scotland, 
Mortgages Direct will apply as from 2nd January 1997 for both new 
and existing borrowers. 

Bank of Scotland. 

Mortgages Direct Variable Rate 

7.7- 4% per annum _ 

Bank of Scotland 

Mortgages Direct Preferential Variable Rate 

6.7- 4% per annum. 

Bank of Scotland 

Mortgages Direct Personal Choice Variable Rate 
7 . 24 % per annum. 



BANK OF SCOTLAND? 

M0BTOA S3 DIRECT 

0800 810 810 
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Festive cheer escapes Matthew Clark as Footsie jumps 


d j ; fuamj+asoj i 


There was a notable absentee 
from yesterday’s festive march 
Matthew Clark, the drinks 
group, remained firmly in the 
stock market doghouse; at 
260p it is just above hs lowest 
for six years. 

There are fears of more 
profit downgradings. When in 
September Matthew Clark 
rocked the market, and the 
chinks industry, by complain- 
ing the aJ copops vogue had 
devastated its rider sales, prof- 
it forecasts were sliced from 
more than £70m to around 
£50 hl The shares, riding high 
at more than 800p earlier in the 
year, collapsed. 

They are so distressed that ■ 

the cider and wine group looks 
ripe for a takeover bid. For 
some time there have been 
nagging suggestions that Guin- 
ness, the beer and spirit giant 
which has recently dipped its ' 
toe into the' cider market, 
could be interested in swal- 
lowing Matthew Clark. But a 


more intriguing stay frmjwgo- 
ing the rounds- a strike from 
Philip Morris, the big US 
group which takes in Millers, 
the world’s second-largest 
brewer. 

Millers, striving to improve 
hs presence in tins country, is 
said to be thinking in terms of 
building its own British brew- 
ery and has earmarked land 
near Matthew Clark’s Somer- 
set heartland. 

. It could, according to dank 
trade gossip, see Matthew 
Clark’s dis tr ib uti on network, 
which includes file Freetraders 
wholesaling operation, as a 
major part or its British ex- 
pansion drive. 

Millers beers are now 
brewed under licence by Scot- 
tish & Newcastle. Its big rival, 
Anheuser Busch, has already 
exchanged a licence deal for its 
own brewery, the old Wat- 
ney’s plant at Mortlake. South- 
west London. 

Another intrigoing story of 
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DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


takeover action embraced 
Storehouse. The retailer has 
been in the dumps largely be- 
cause of negative comment 
from Barclays de Zoete Wedd. 
With stories of a 300p-a«sbare 
offer swirling around, the nice 
rose &5p to 261p with Seaq 
putting volume at a remarkably 
high 18 million shares. 

Burton, up 4p at 154 Ap, and 
Kingfisher, 2p higher at 
613-5p, were the names in the 
frame. Talk also drifted around 
that Storehouse planned a de- 
merger, perhaps hiving off its 
once stand-alone BhS stores 
chain. 

In busy trading Footsie 
jumped 33.1 points to 4,051.3, 
only 21.8 from its peak. It was 


one of those rare occasions 
when Seaq turnover soared 
above 1 billion; tax efficient 
bed-and-breakfast trades con- 
tributed to the volume. 

‘ Rail track was squeezed 
27 Jp higher to 398p, a peak, 
on dividend buying. BTR's re- 
vival continued with an &5p 
gain to 273.5p. 

Rank fell 25J>p to 416.5p as 
profit estimates were cut fol- 
lowing an investment meeting; 
GKNlost 35 Jp to 1, 009.5 p af- 
ter a US legal judgement vdikii 
could cost op to S554m. Whit- 
bread, off 14.5p to 76 lp, re- 
flected the departure of chief 
executive Peter Jarvis, architect 
of the reshaping of the brew- 
ery group. 


Manchester Utd, /espondifig 
to the plan to create an FTSE 
football subsection, raced to a 
641 Jp peak, up 26.5 p. 

Antons, aiming to buy Cos- 
ta Croriere. Europe’s largest 
cruise company, in partnership 
with its biggest shareholder. 
Carnival Corporation, climbed 
50p to 797 Jp. 

Daigery, the pet group, con- 
tinued to edge ahead, up 4p to 
354p, on vague bid talk; HiHs- 
down was firm at 193p ahead 
of an analysts meeting next 
month. 

United News & Media, re- 
flecting SBC Warburg sup- 
port, gained 23 -5p to 683 Jp. 

Four newcomers scored 
gains. Crown, an amusement 
machine group, ended at S05p 
against a 77p placing; Fountain 
Forestry moved to 84.5p from 
its 75p placing and linden, a 
housebuilder, from 150p to 
164.5p. Xenon, a drugs group 
placed at 215p. edged ahead to 
216.5 d. 


unhTftidj the building ma- 
terials group, tumbled 10-5p 10 
lO(X5p foBowmg a profit warn- 
ing; it plans to hold its yearly 
<fividend id 6.1p. Hunters Ann- 
ina printer, gained 125p to 
105 pasPanmure Gordon fore- 
cast year's profits of £4.8m 

against £1 .8m. 

Lanka, the Andrew Regan 
vehicle, spurted another 150p 
to 125 QP (after l^OOp); stories 
go around about a deal with 
Littlewoods but the company 
has yet to make a statement. 

Branfdiffe Aggregates 
gained 2p to 28-5p as Bardon 
exercised options, acquiring a 
22.72 per cem interest- Bardon. 
itself an old takeover favourite, 
was unchanged at 33.5p. 

Geo Interactive Media 
added 8p to 6L5p after direc- 
tor David Goldman, chairman 
of computer group Sage, dou- 
bled his shareholding to 
100,000, buying shares at 60p; 
Martin Shelton, a diaries busi- 
ness. rose 4.5p to 745p. 


Taking Stock 


CJCbtmical Design, floated at 
HOp in August, held at ISSp. 
Hie developer of data-based 
software for the drags indus- 
try has landed a contract with 
Abbott Laboratories, a lead- 
ing US group, and a collabo- 
rative research deal with 
Metacrine, a New Jersey start- 
up company Robin Lodge, 
chairman of the DCS comput- 
er services group, has become 
non-executive chairman. 

□Nearly a quarter of the 
shares of Ofex-traded Barn- 
ham Broom, an East Anglian 

hotel company; have changed 
hands. The stakes held by SPP 
Ventures and the old British & 
Commonwealth Holdings have 
been sold to cheats of Stock- 
broker Henderson Crosth- 
wuile and the Sunky family. 
John Gann, formerly at B&C, 
is chairman nf Bur nham, 

which expects record profits 
this yean It made £411,000 last 
yean The shares held at 48p. 
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Labour’s proposals aren’t 
radical enough for the Gty 


T he Sumitomo copper 
affair, the Barings col- 
lapse and the Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell unit trust 
scandal have given a new lease 
of life to a long-running argu- 
ment about whether there 
should be a root and branch 
reform of financial regulation. 

We’ve been here before, of 
course, but a curiosity of this lat- 
est debate is that some of the 
most senior figures in the City 
.ire proposing much more rad- 
ical solutions than the Labour 
Parly. The politicians who on 
the hustings are most inclined 
to put the boot in have actually 
taken quite a conciliatory 
approach to the issue. 

The story begins with 
Labour s proposal Lhat all the 
regulators governed by the 
1986 Financial Services Act 
should be rolled up into a sin- 
gle institution. 

The Securities and Futures 
Authority, Intro. the fund man- 
agement regulator, and the 
rcrsonal Investment .Authority, 
which looks after savings, would 
be merged into the senior reg- 
ulator. the Securities and 
Investments Board. The result 
would be a single statutory or- 
ganisation. similar to the US 
Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission. though perhaps with 
rather more input from practi- 
tioners than in the US. 

The Government does not 
like this idea at all, and prefers 
the status quo. Among the reg- 
ulators themselves, the SIB 15 
thought to be discreetly sup- 
portive of the thrust of the 
Labour proposals - unsurpris- 
ingly. since it would be the win- 
ning bureaucracy. However, 
executives in charge of the 
junior regulatory bodies such as 
the SFA. the PIA and Intro 
think it a rather poor idea. 

The SFA and the PIA are 
canvassing openly for much 
more radical reorganisation 
than l he Labour Party has pro- 
posed. and they have a number 
of influential City figures cheer- 
ing them on. 

"One explanation of the con- 
cerns of die junior regulators is, 
of course, that they may be wor- 



Peter 

Rodgers 

To merge 
banking and 
securities 
regulation would 
have important 
implications for 
tiie Bank of 
England because 
it might lose its 
supervision role’ 

tied about becoming mere 
division heads at the STB under 
a Labour government. But they 
do have a convincing point to 
make about the risks of merg- 
ing the entire gamut of regu- 
lation of personal savings and 
of the professional markets 
into a unified body. 

Savings regulation is basically 
consumer protection, to prevent 
sharks preying on small fish, as 
they did in the pension trans- 
fer scandal. 

For the markets the priori- 
ties are rather different Cer- 
tainly, the sharks need to be 
kept out of the pool if at all pos- 
sible. But professorial investors 
and dealers should be better 
able than savers to look after 
themselves, so the priorities are 
fair and open trading and 
financially healthy and well-run 
firms. 

Regulation should therefore 
be divided on functional lines 


between a consumer protection 
and a market policing oreani- 
sation, to reflea these differ- 
ences of emphasis. 

The $2.6bn losses made by 
Sumitomo in the copper mar- 
ket and the hundreds of mfl- 

Kons Deutsche Bank is po uring 

into Morgan Grenfell to pay fa 
the losses at its unit trust busi- 
ness illustrate the difference be- 
tween the two types of 
regulation. The former was an 
entirely professional market 
and the latter a savings business. 

However, Barings gives a 
third dimension to the argu- 
ment, as the the Commons 
Treasury Committee pointed 
out this week. 

It is hard, in modern markets, 
to make a clear distinction be- 
tween h anking, which is 
supervised by the Bank of Eng- 
land, and the securities and in- 
vestment markets,, which are 
covered by the F inancial Ser- 
vices Acl 

Banks are deeply involved in 
securities trading, while the 
securities industry has been 
stealing business from banks by 
persuading their customers to 
borrow in the markets instead. 
Indeed, convergence between 
the two industries has gone so 
far that this week a group of 
banks has been discussing set- 
ting up a formal market in 
which they can trade bank 
loans between themselves - 
treating them exactly as if they 
were securities such as bonds. 

Taking the ideas canvassed by 
the SFA and the PIA to their 
logical conclusion, what is the 
justification for the continued 
separation of banking and se- 
curities regulation? If a bank or 
a securities firm gets into trou- 
ble, the investigations overlap 
at every point, making a hard 
task more difficult. 

To merge banking and secu- 
rities regulation would have 
important implications for the 
Bank of England, as the select 
committee pointed out, be- 
cause it migh t lose its banking 
supervision role to some new 
body. 

The select committee went 
no further than threatening 


ismg 

supervision function if it did not 
improve its performance. The 
MBS drew back from malting 
this a firm recommendation. 
Labour, too, has steadily 
backed away from its earlier 
investigations of whether to 
break up the Bank of England. 

There are some well-re- 
hearsed arguments against cre- 
ating a new independent super- 
regulator for securities and 
banking, and they should not be 
dismissed lightly. 

Indeed, the Bank has a much 
better reputation for its super- 
vision techniques among its 
oversees peas than it has in the 
UK, so it cannot be doing 
everything wrong. Problems 
such as Barings pale into in- 
significance compared with the 
savings and loans collapse in the 
US, me Japanese and Swedish 
banking crises and the. French 
d£b£de over Credit Lyonnais. 

The Bank has shown no 
signs so far of wanting to hand 
over supervision to anybody 
else. But some detea a softer 
line emerging. It is possible to 
imag ine Eddie George, the 
Governor, launching an exam- 
ination of the merger of bank- 
ing and securities regulation, in 
certain circumstances. He 
might agree to give up super? 
vison if Britain stays outside die 
single currency bui gives its cen- 
tral bank true independence. 

An argument against radical 
change, put forcefully by Sir An- 
drew Large, chairman of the 
SIB, is that no matter how 
gpod the alternative system, the 
years of change will be disrup- 
tive and dangerous, so that 
slow evolution is preferable. 

Labour’s difficulty is that by 
embracing a half-way solution, 
which Includes substantia] 
changes but may well not be 
radical enough to cope with the 
markets of the 21st century, it 
will have the worst of both 
worlds -much disruption for lit- 
tle real benefit 

It would make more sense to 
do nothing at all until a very 
good look Iras been taken at the 
more radical ideas emerging 
from the City. 


Whitbread chief executive sets 
his sights on greener pastures 


“my big I 
moored; 


Pieter Jarvis is stepping down 
as chief executive of 
Whitbread after 12 years in 
the post This may be no 
surprise, but at only 55, what 
is he going to do? “Tm 
looking forward to playing 
more golf and getting to 
know my wife, he said. “I 
gave up golf 30 years ago 
when I got married. Tm a 
member of three clubs so I 
will probably play at 
Goodwood near where we 
live.* 

He will also spend more 
time on what be describes as 
boat” which is 
at Chichester. 

" Leaving Whitbread after 20 
years will oe a wrench for 
Cambridge-educated Mr 
Jarvis, who joined the brewer 
in 1976 after 12 years at 
Unilever. During his tenure as 
chief executive he signed the 
franchise agreement for TGI 
Friday and bought 
Boddingrons, Bemi Inns and 
Peter Dominic, as well as 
Pelican and Brigh treasons 
more recently. He has also 
worked closely with his 
successor, David Thomas, on 
two landmark acquisitions last 
year which saw Whitbread 
snap up David Lloyd Leisure 
ami 16 Marriot hotels. 

* Mr Thomas, 52, will take 
over next summer. He joined 
Whitbread in 1984 as a 
regional director in the inns 
division. More recently he has 
run the restaurants and 
leisure side. 

Andrew Cook, top man at 
metalbasher William Cook, is 
not known for a lack of self- 
promotion. So there is one 
big surprise in his company’s 
corporate video now being 
circulated in the City as part 
of the group’s defence against 
the bidfrom Triplex Lloyd. 

He doesn’t appear in h. 

It is always Interesting to note 
which companies fry to slip in 
an annual general meeting or 
egm in the fellow period 
between Christmas and New 
Year. Sometimes there are 
genuine reasons for this. But 
on other occasions, the dates 
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Waiting in the wings: Whitbread’s David Thomas 


are chosen because the 
company doesn't really want 
anyone to come. 

Top of the list in this 
category is Costain, the 
accident-prone construction 
company. Cos tain is selling its 
US coal business and is 
holding an egm to approve 
the sale on 27 December. No 
doubt the reason is that 
Costain is keen to avoid too 
many New Age travellers 
trudging along to protest 
about the construction of the 
Newbury bypass which 
Costain is buQding. This 
follows the group’s agm 
earlier in the year which 


degenerated into farce with 
protesters storming the 
podium and security men 
being called in. 

Costain denies it is being 
furtive: “Absolutely not. It’s 
just a matter of procedure.” 

A hard core of protesters will 
probably turnip anyway. 

Burton taavjazzed up its 
annual report by publishing it 
as a glossy maganne. Chief 
executive John Hoemers 
favourite model, Helena 
Christiansen, graces the 
cover. Inside, sections on 
each of the formats such as 
Dorothy Pe rkins and 


Principles look like fashion 
spreads. “We thought, weU, 
we’re a feshfon retailer. We 
it to uy something 

Tent,” says spokeswoman 

Amanda Bassett 

Bibulous businessmen should . 
make a beeline for South 
Korea, according to a new 
guide, “Central Expatriate" 
by Arthur Andersen. There, 
visiting executives are 
expected to take to the 
tincture in a big way after a 
bard day at die conference 
table. Unlike the depressing 
Anglo-American trend 
towards abstinence, the 
Koreans like to enjoy 
themselves, and. the Andersen 
guide counsels that at 
business parties one should 
be prepared to sing. A refusal 
often offends. 

Apparently, however, it is 
not mandatory to get as 
drunk as one’s host 
Sometimes one is taken to 
the Korean version of a 
geisha house, where the 
women are regarded as 
'‘talking furniture” rather 
than sex objects. 

The Japanese have a 
similar attitude to alcohol and 
are among the heaviest 
drinkers in Asia. However, it 
should be remembered that 
the Japanese seem to have a 
greater ability to recover from 
hangovers and foreign 
businessmen should be on 
parade first thing in the 
morning. 

And finally, here are some 
trend predictions for 1997, 
courtesy of marketing 
consultancy New Solutions. 

• The trend for aQ 
“dear”, “lite" and “pure’ 
make way for a boom in all 
things red, even red beers. 

• Madonna's new film Evita 
will lead to an outbreak of 
South American themes, in- 
cluding food and dance crazes. 

• Supermarket home delivery 
will go national. 

• The advent of the recordable 
CD. 

You have been warned. 

Nigel Cope 
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Our In-depth information helps yon 
look closer at the financial world 

For details of FT Information’s 
market leading range of services, 
call Alan Parmenter on +44 171 
825 S704 or email: info@ft.com 




KiCrssJSBi! 


FT 



.14 Oannt raai 

UISm be 

S3 


XM> 

5£ 

M4 

tmci 

s 


aiu 

11774 

<770 


•v 

esse 
a «u 
Bam 
«9 


tod 

K 


SS 


m 






. i Hona, SI Qma 9 raM, Lsodm EC 4 A 1 AX 


Worfwn Aaak Uafe That* LM 

to m. Burnt carta. P 

Wt w ejt l L iaioBTyBatPl 


g i ! 

■ is 

ti 

u>G>m4kE aou 3ms 

V& § . 8 

issT* 

IS'S? IpteteBdar. k» Fundi Ltd 

tTa.M71.B S7 822S 

Bs! 


I 


Lid 

004211 


FINANCIAL TIMES 
Infvmuilttui 


FINSTAT - instant PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 
For further information, call Leeanne Gilliar at FT Information 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliar@ft.com 




5»T«1 



SSM? 1 " fig 

* fttodtoter lAdf—LM 


ftamawfluBPa* eass 
TTflpvnrj tncomo KB8 

iSbmM uii tM%HM 


^3 


tnn 

_ 3719 2 tea 

re*_ 7127 5 jS 



tamtanata S3* mas 

UC Ed he doe BBM wh 

AtoistMa 

Edtatambl 

imeowx 











Mnlbdone 


% 


Key • 

d eciMdend 

6 nit dtaneydnn tafia add 

buy tonoarty bffar" . 

m fennsriy W 

*■ Nan SB ncogrtoed funds 

Copiea of B» moat raoart manogrf Ifr 
port* and getiHM periedm an Mans 
from tori manapflwlm on aaquaat 


ARttaaxtmtaKsiitflMSufiiandtefi- 
•Sfid Rmdi tartad tw perfamweefijw 
ndh eector and Mudng dfar pm b ' . 

PbdbhM ti saaadw adttra itt» Me- 
pendent 






































THE INDEPENDENT - FRIDAY 2Q DECEMBER 3996 


sport 


Club shows whip flexibility 


Racing 

JOHN COBB 

The old descriptions of an in- 
tractable, unwavering Jockey 
Club meting out racing disci- 
pline with an iron rod were just 
about buried for good yesterday 
when its new, flexible instruc- 
tions on whip abuse were an- 
nounced. 

This attempt to tackle one of 
the sport's most controv ersial 
problems was received well by 
just afcwut every section of the 
racing industry and, more im- 
portantly, by the RSFCA. Had 
that org a nisati o n condemned 
the revised instmetions- which 
could be perceived as more le- 
nient- instead of contrib uting 
to their making, then another 
shower of bad publicity could 
have rained down on the sport. 


TOWCESTEH 

12-40:1. AMBIDEXTROUS (L Cummins) 

6- 1; Z Psto Pony 16-1: 3. Seymore 12- j_ 
IS ran. 7-4 fav Kashan (Stfi). 9, 1Y-. (EAJ- 
ffln, lanffoni. Tote; £7 AO: £1. 70, £5.10, 
£3-10. OF; £75.40. CSF: £96.62. Trtcasc 
£X04&26. Tno: £235 j 90 (pan won). 

XJO: L WHAnMBOB (M A F)t20Bafejl 7-2; 
2. RaMtoah 10-1; 3. BfeapartcHoae lfi-L 
15 am. 11-4 fav Ltaiy Knfart (5th). 3, ay*. 
(N Henderson. Lamboum). Tote; £5.20; 
£2.70, £2.70. £3.60. DR £2530. CSF: 
£4331. Tnx £209.00. Nft HsAopos. No 
7l&topoiximvdMiamnotunlorcinlBa. 
Rub 4 does not apply, no market formed.- 
UUk X. ROBERTY LEA (P Mverfi evens 
ffflr T *itnr Pnffnlrth m 3 ftninf Mtetinaa 
5-2. 11 ran. 19. 17. fees M RBWtay, St*- 
buml. Tote: £130: £1.70, £230, f-1.10 . 
DF: £16.70. CSF: £1038. Trio: £6.70. 

Z1Q: Z. BEKTSON (B Panel) 6-4 lor. Z 
Juleft Jones 4-1; 3. Dr Rocket 10030. 5 
ran. 19.8. IR&xJder. BndportJ.Tote: EL50; 
£160. £140. DR £830. CSF: £736. NR: 
Man Mood. 

Z40: 3. RED BLAZER (1 Ofoorfe) 9-4 tar. 
2- Sprlntfayre 12-1; 3. Ferrara 33-1 16 
ran. 12. Va. (Mes H Kmgnt. Wantage). Tote: 
£4.10; £160. £2.00, £1160. OR £3180. 
CSF: £34.12. Tm not won. NR: Af- 

ter. Thrty Below. Altera sosHwitt'ihqtey. me 
pta&ngs remained unaXered. 

310: 1 PRICES HILL (CODvqnO 4-1- 
2. raver Mandate 5-2 jt fav; 3. Spuffing- 
ton 11-1 12 ran. 5-2 it fav Even Blue (5th). 
4. sftt-hd. IK Bailey, Upper Lamboum). Tote: 
£4.70; £130, £2. 4ft £43a OF: £7. 10. CSft 
£15.44. Tncast £102.42. Trio: £52,60. 

140: 1 PRINCEFUL HG Hogm) 7-2; 2. 
Blfangsorta T-H King Male 7-1 16 ran. 

7- 4 ter Store Pony (5tti). 2ft. 1 (Mrs J Pit- 
man. Upper LomDouirO-Tote: £5.00; £170, 
£3.70. £2.10. DR ™ 3n CSP. £3232. Tea 
£6430. 

Jackpot £7400.00 (part won; ooot of 
£46334 earned toward to Hereford today). 
Ptocapofc £163.30. feradpot: £9.70. 
Place 6: £13531 Race Sz £22.71 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Wtestwefl Bay 
(Hexham 3D0) 

NB: Hay Dance 
(Hereford aS0) 


CATTERICK 

1230: 1 KMS PIN (RSupfiel 34 tav; 
Z Lagan Bridge 3-1 3. Major Harris 12- 
1 17 ran. lft. .11 fp Beaumont Brands- 
by). Tote: £3.00: £110, £1.10. £640. DR 
£7.50. CSR £10.02. Tno: £6180. NR: Gal- 
lant Major. Mbaar Rose. 

1250: 1 BOSWORTH FELD (MFooer) 
33-1 2. Brigadier John 20-1 3. ftote My 
7-2. 10 tan. 2-1 tei Sprirfaiil Quay (puOed 
up). 6. 5. (Mis Sarah Homer-Harf®-, Yam). 
Tote: £35.70: £9.80, £8.10, £110. DR 
£179-00, CSF: £463.09. Trio: £109.80 
(part won). 

120: 1 FEN TERRIER (A Dobbin) 0-4; Z 
Opera Fan 4-1 3. Fot A Dnranrar 7-Z S 
ran. 7-4 £w Pangxan (9th). 5, lOi (F Muraqfr . 
'Carlisle). Tote: £430; £130. £140. DF: 
£1170. CSF: £1117. 

150: 1 TWIN FALLS U Catagsn) 13-8; 
z Port b» A Stona 11-B lev: 3. Poaittva Ac- 
tion 7-2. 4 ran. V*. tot (G Moara, MWde- 
ham). Tote: £2.00. DF: £190. CSF: £414. 
Mt Fu» O'Fratss, The Umstar. 

Z20: 1 PHARARE (A S Smfth) 2-1 fav; 
Z Smart Approach 4-1 3. MtotaeMe 31 
7 ran. IV*. 19. (R WOotfaouse. York). Tbte 
£2.40; £160, £170. DF: £4.40. CSR 
£1027. Tncast: £2107. Tno: £7X0. NRK 

Ball Intioo, Troodos. 

250: 1 HEAVENLY CITIZEN (B Stem) 
16-1 2. Kenmora-Speed 13-6 fav; 3. 
Sparrow Hal 9-Z 8 ran. B, 14. U Gtodson. 
Hexham). Tote: £2650; £750. £35(L DF: 
£iaiO. CSR £42.57. Trtcasc £132.72. Mt 
Gale Ahead, Pats MrstreL 

350: 1 POINT REYES (N HorroCta) 2-1 
fav; Z Ntfaaf 10-1 Z HarfdecaatS-4. 13 
ran. Sftt-hd. Stt-hd. (C Thornton. Mtddteham). 
Itate: £Z4ft £13ft £330. £15a 0RE9.A0. 
CSF: £22.62. Trio; £24.70. NR: Mbs Fortl- 

Pteeepot: £246.70. Quota**: £1100. 
Place 6: £158.79. Place 5: £10052. 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

100: 1 MARJORIE ROSE (DVWdfa 13-2; 
Z ShasN 11-2; 3. Utra Beet 12-1 33 ran. 
9-4 fav Primula Bam (4tn). 1 IV*. {A Bai- 
ley). Tote: £650; £130. £2-50. £530. OF: 
£2250. CSF: £38.63. Trio: £3120, 

130: 1 THREE WEBtS (Dana O'Neil) 7- 
4 fav; 2. RnWene 20-1 3. Yoomaa Oliv- 
er 20-1 13 ran. 2ft, 6- IW MuM. Tate: 
£250; £120. £320, £4.40. DR £4350. 
CSF: £36-36. T*asc£544,5a Tnor £20630 
(part wont. 

ZOO: 1 MR FROSTY (S Sanden} 11-2; 
Z CtiadwoH Hal 4-1 3. Tho Happy Fm 8- 
1. 12 ran. 2-1 fav Palacegate Jack. Hd, 3. 
fW Jarvis). TOte: £650; £3.60, £170, 
£1.50. DF: £20.60. CSF: £28-98. "Ma 
£58.90. NR: KhattaL No 10 Wattat I2S/1) 
was wtnxawn nor under orders. Me 4 does 

"^zStei. LEIGH CROFTBt (RHufawa) 7-4 
fair Z Blushing Owradtor IMH Odd 
Shaadl 25-1 12 ran. Nk. 1%. (P Cundafl). 
Tote: £2.40; £180. £3.90, 050. DR 
£25 4U CSF: £24.17. Trtcasc £39054. Trio: 
£156.10 (part won). 

3 . 00: 1 NOMOREMR NKEGUY (AftJ- 
nane) 10-1 2- ETfOtveecenco 7-1 3. M0- 
ray B-l. 9 ran. 6-4 fav Double-0 (5th). Th. 
ZtE Alston). Tote: £1120; £3.00, £193. 
£2 QO. DF: £1920. CSF: £70.72. Trtcasc 
£539.15. Tno: £32.40. NR: AmJco. No 7 Arn- 
ica i25/ll was wfthflrewn not under orders. 
Rub 4 does not appy 


«n) 11-1: 3L Tony’s Rose 16-1 3- wn 
Win 12-1. 13 ran. Even* fav L«ymjtneBo«- 
7, ft. IN Lfttmoflenl. TMK 
£3.60. £3.00. DR £144,50. CSR £15550. 
Tno: £247.70 ipart won). After amm* 

Z Cbte*»4-1 Jt fen 3. fidden Itedopr 11-2. 
12 ran. fl-l)t1W KnPBStteJL Hd. & 

Tote: £10.10: £2.1X1 £110. £3^0. OF. 
£2191 CSF: £54.70. Tnwsc £24035. Tna 

£5 laSc 1 QUOffll MARTIN (SOmure) 12-1 

Z Molds 14- 1 3. Sod Danilg 8-112 ran. 

9-4 tan Running Green. IV*. JJ' PJJJJ 
Jones). Tote: £11.70: £220J33D.£3. 70. 
DF: £41.70. CSF: £159.92- Tncast: 
£1334.67. Tno: £67.70. 

Ptocepot: £1102.0a QuadMfafa20.50. 
pteea a £807.73. Place 5: £30357. 
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Outcries have followed bans 
handed out to jockeys after 
several hard-fought, big-race 
finishes this year, notably those 
given to F ranki e Dettori for 
whip abuse foDowing his victo- 
ries in both the 2,000 Guineas 
and St Leger. 

Hie revised instruction, 
which comes into effect on 1 
February, removes the present 
“nigger mechamsm" winch tells 
stewards to consider an inquiry 
if a jockey uses the whip more 
than five times. Instead, stew- 
ards will have greater discretion 
tO look into ‘•any thing which 
might cause them concern”, 
and have been given examples 
of improper use of the whip to 
use as criteria. 

Decisions on “excessive” use 
will be determined by factors 
such as a horse's experience, its 
response to the whip and the de- 


gree of force used. Vsts will be 
asked to examine all placed 
horses and a random selection 
of others after a race, although 
the fact that a horse has not 
been marked need not prevent 
the stewards finding that ex- 
cessive force has been used. 

It is stressed, though, that se- 
rious breaches of the instruc- 
tions wiQ bring stricter penalties 
from the stewards. 

Toby Balding,' a National 
Trainers' Federation council 
member, said: “Some of the in- 
stances of jockeys being done 
were wrong, but the instructions 
were such that the stewards 
were put in a difficult position: 
as soon as a jockey went over 
the required mmiber of hits they 
had to have an inquiry. 

“This gves the s t ew a rds more 
chance causing their discretion. 
W 2 have been hying to eliminate 


abuse. Now it will be up to the 
vets, which is as it should be.” 

The Jockeys’ Association sec- 
retary, Michael Caulfield, said: 
H We hope the new instruction 
results in fewer suspensions 
and greater understanding of a 
delicate and difficult issue. 

“Jockeys will be pleased that 
the 'trigger figure’ has been re- 
moved as this has resulted in 


being used sensibly and in a 
fashion acceptable to onlookers. 

“But the counting mechanism 
was never fully understood and 
on occasions bas led to people 


The Jockey Chib’s discipli- 
nary committee chairman, 
Christopher Hall, admitted that 
adverse media comment on 
suspensions bad helped lead to 
the search for a new inaxuction. 

. “We were already reviewing 
the use of the whip but there is 
no doubt that the press cover- 
age concentrated the min d,” he 
said. “Jockeys’ use of the whip 
has improved greatly and we 
were satisfied that the whip is 


Optimism among owners 


A survey of racehorse owners 
published today contradicts the 
view of a vocal minority who 
claim that the sport will perish 
unless owners are able to re- 
cover a greater proportion of 
their costs through prize- 
money. The survey suggests- 
that owners are prepared to pay 
for the fun they get from rac- 
ing despite the prospect of lit- 
tle or no finan cial reward. 

The joint British Horseracing 
Board/Weatherby’s question- 
naire revealed that 86 per cent 
of owners felt that excitement 
and fun were the most impor- 
tant reason behind their con- 
tinued active participation in 
raring. 


The survey, which cost 
£10,000, also found that the so- 
cial and economic profile of 
ownership is changing. The 
number erf “white and blue col- 
lar" Cl, C2, D and E groups in- 
volved m racehorse ownership 
has increased from 29 per cent 
of owners to 37 per cent since 
the last survey, two years ago. 

Lee Richardson, the BHB’s 
marketing director, said: “The 
vast majority of owners are 
paying for their involvement in 
earned income. There is still a 
bias towards the more affluent, 
but the ownership base is 
widening. Owners are increas- 
ingly working people.'* 

'Die survey also found that 


HYPERION 

12JS0 Star Selection (rib) Z50 HirfhamTam 

3-20 FAIRY KNIGHT (nap) 320 Wandering Light 

150 Time Leader 3£0SaRep 

2^0 Northern Singer 

GOING: Good io SoIL 

■ MSMiud cobw wife aoCtyd nm-in. 

■ Course HbN ot tins « A49. Hertford smtoi Im. ADMISSION: CbibSU; TmetsafaSR 
Coarse Enclosure £5. CAB PAUL: Free. 


■ LEADING TSAINEESWrtB BONNE**: M Ftp* -33 vtamera tewi 101 nmneni glw* 
a sacets ratio oT 32.7ft ndi profit to a &I Ind suite of &19.0O; NTwJrto-DMta- 
26 winner*, 88 nmntr*, 295%, +£3150; X Bnflcy - IS wiiuura, 76 rumen, 19.7%, - 
525L60; F HoMm - 14 winners, SO runners, 28.7%, +S15L 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: D 8rid*»«Mr - 28 wirnera, 1 12 ridec, 235%, +528.48: R 
Dammoody-JJl winner*. 64 rider, 29.7%, +S14JK; A P McCoy - 19 winners, 67 odea; 
28.4%, +£20.12; CUrwcDy* - 19 winner*, 68 rides. 275%, +£456. 

BUNKERED FUtST HM fc The Wcywiri Bfafcoy (250). 

WINNERS IN TUB LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS: Man b Dundalk (2.60) bas been sent 158 mBea by 
' B Code; bora Sutdraonii, Cambridgeshire; Ratobon* Fountain (220) sent 155 mlk* 
brNUonpard from 10n8)biUge,DFvc^,N12hCCtiy (1250) am. 180 mfleaby Lady Hen- 
rite from Angxnering Part,^ Wrai Soaeex; DanvoTYall (350) sent 116 mDes by P Bowen 
AoinHaveribrdwM.Pyfcd. Aparin Bail (Z20;aoit 103 mUeobyRAtaerftora Droop, 
Doraeu Baav’o Wolf (855) sent 98 rnOw by N Hawke bora Chard, Someraei; fleet 
Cadet (250), Indian Tracker (3.20) & Robert's Toy (350) 96 miles by M C 

Pipe ftom Nlcholwhayne. Dcwm. • 


|iO THYME MAPEN HURDLE (CLASS E)(0IV1) £2^00 added 

2m If Penalty Value £2,132 

1 00 JWMAHERm(MaDbraWJBKKy4U5_ RFbnaat 

2 3201-3 mutEY MAY (195) MsJSt»e0T Qn^6115 A P McCoy 

3 403003 DMRE5K9B(13}(RL&HH|)RBK)m 5U5 MrRlhoraite(S) 

4 0 HWMElAD(6B)CCUl«««WTUT»r4n5 IIWr(7) 

5 <B WKIBffl51)rGKG3nHnrlonU|)jOSnra5115 MfctaM Birarao (5) Y 

6 3V lASIOAI«a(594)OAs8JNe«*GThcmer5115 BPcml 

7 00 WMW{U?(DHAmBWAftBBr4J15 BrnkSpa* 

8 4 MOfTCIIYCLS3(DBe»tilr*ms4cra(ljrrte|La(l)rHBn«5115 lOteema 

9 63 STAR SELECTION (20) (ft U LtehcC J IAxMb 5 11 5 EHubacdP) 

10 U4 SUPRB4E CHAM PQ (P J 1AI0] K BMey 4 11 5 COTJwjrer 

11 POO0FP WOOOLAMS UIDTDO (10) (MxxteriE 120 PPnchanl4 U5 HBetoajy 

12 00060-P AMAZON IWHJS (7) pmon Gagg) LGasscMll D CHeenm 

73 D6P SHADYHMBA(43)(Dftl9iFJBdan4110 SNpwB 

-lSdadwod- 

DEIlMk »-• Mtfd Oly. 73 Star 8MKlhia, 54. Sivranc Charm B-L laMo Adrw, 101 Braatey 
May, 12-1 OnhaMDoe, 76-1 otters 
1995c C«* On 5 11 5 8 MuCWT 64 (P HotaU) 13 wi 
FORM GUIDE 

A ter peffonrw on the Flat, winning twice, IncJudng a handcap tv three tenons under 
9m 51b on the soft at Nawbuy in March flrat dme up iWajiear, NMHT CITY wn haw 
laamod irom me hurdling debut, toulh behind DarwgDld at Windsor two weeks ap>. The 
son of Kris held every chance tan lUtfita out that day on pound plenty fast enoutfi far 
him and the cut inis fane wiU be to h» admraage- Wm Bafle/s M*b import Supreme 
Ctaran, successful in bumpers at Skgo in June on Ms debut and at BeflewstDwn the <U- 
k»4ng month. A«B be the better far Ms first ran over Umber when a 22-tength fourth be- 
tted Carole's Crurader m a three-miter at Ascot four weeks ago and should be mora et 
tome over this shorter Journey. Braratey May landed a NH Rot race hnra m May arxi 
finished a creditable tWrb behind Brava Patriarch at Woroesrar m June out has not been 
ourance. LaateArfoM, winner of a Utomar bumper in Atey of last year, has not raced 
since ond makes his Jumping dahrt. 

Seteeflora NIGHT CITY 

pa~977] THYME MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) (CHV I) £2J>00 added 
2m 3f Penalty Value £2^78 

1 DAUNT(S«»ntelWAIwmBteia«tlJdlFJcntei4U5 _A P McCoy 

2 04P33 EU«X*KSHADCJW(41) OMcCanj 0 McCaSi4115 DVU*B 

3 03 RURYICNteWpS) iP&S LawPatnenJR Hanon 4US N teM—an 

( BrSTHBBU9NESS(Gte8Rf[RKn8S!idkaia)M3ieppaal4115 MPomd 

5 0 RE«ASaiaO0aiMFCAUd)JSpHrt«4nS TJ Mwphy 

6 50630 IOJJM6 BROOK (21) (Martyn James) J U aatfsyS 11 5 RRmnt 

7 006 NANJBM.HB)(RBSB)erdKBni]BW4U5 RHsntgrP) 

S RmmAinW0faGMte9lBMiqSMe9Dr4U5 HMare 

9 OP RRmaoUCAiKlSNDatowafanu^ i 

10 TAICARA LOOOE Hfw Toteto Parrwshp) K Bsiey 5 11 5 COtoqw 

11 3 -6 TOWLJOY CUA (PU Wafren) CMan 5 115 ItaMoc 

12 1331- MU) MY CHASSt p93) (tean I togPW Bto 5110 IIWWM 

BETIWG: 5-4 Dwsrt, 9-1 W4 Dagr Chaim; 7-1 Ttatara Lodtei 8-1 FMry Rnteht, ia-1 TWM Jay, 14- 
1 Rad Ptectom, teratek Shads*, 20-1 Mtera 
1986: aw (Mm or* 

FORM GUIDE 

MM Day Chaser, vriw makes her hudSng bow, won bumpareon herdacutK Doncastar 
a yea 1 B0B and on herteBl start atVttwioh (In a field of 25) In May and aaa placM in Both 
a r tm iwi (n hptvwwn. Sha is an interesting hunting raenut. Ixrt then agdn 30 B DAUHT and 
the tetter, far whom Tony McCoy has been boohed, mu* be the choice. Daunt who v«s 
due tft mate Ms huting debut at last Sstuida/a abandoned Ha^JocK rneefing, wks a gaod 
Fiat pwfomwrwhan in John Golden's aabte last year. daacWteatlnewidiThamaB Site when 

cenylng JDst In a Nawtiury hmiftaap (n July Mite ha ran SpHo to Wrae-paits oTa tenaJi at 

Doncaster in September, shoukfetfag 9st lOfo. He chBflgsd itsndB far 100,(XX^is and is 
now with Frertc Jordan. Mry Knfaht was abo usefal on the tewri. wnrwg at Goodwood 
and Redcar In 1995 and » Ascot and lekaster this year. Trained by RkMR I Hannon, who 

has dorw wefl with Ns tew hundera over me yeara. FWry Knigu Snahed wad bearan aStofit 

Hoh Warner a Nawtwy last morufi on to Hot outing over umber but 

ier#h fourth to DtoejpAd at Windsor and that farm may be ovarahadowad by Mgn Oiy in 

meftrtfegoftftacorBBSL S^DAUNT 

CLOVES COf®fnONAL JOCKEYS HAJglCAP HLR- 

|Xs5Q{ DLE (CLASS F) £2^50 2m 3f UOyds Penalty Vatuo £2fiB7 
l 430P45- HMU® (238) (Enfftsn DuhllNn ft^uiaiUpi STaaDirftevesfilllD—JWdfaffl 
n 2S0-11J1 UW«UUfM(D)(MBCJOilfl)RH0(ISSB317{7efl JMnbUQB 

3 S AsilOITN 522525 

4 DF.6342 T*#igailB»ll4>«BmieBe'nmeBwaRDIctel4M9__ m XNfaMitlQ 

c aosLm [wHuaySIMt£PISA)(21) WsGCMcftnanJTGwrffS 104___JHl"te W 

7 (So n%0*ES£B*roH(lfl [TDJS)dy3SMD0Kert 5Mefar5100— -5HccmM 

A PJPPQ sjHMtffKTCF (1^1 n Rrys-rWiflfgl R EtJOry ^ IQ 0^. ■ ... J I Kawaa<» PI 

B rr ttSK iiADAM ROSE (14) (Seamus J Mutes 6 10 0—~— nm* Tomer (10) 

-9dactead- 

MWmre eetfc 10B. handeflp^ 6a ^ De^ ftanee, The^ Cncese^ tarn 3s 23D. Anak«ri 9s( 

SmSSSSS*-! ** **'*’ M to t*** 

Cbeesc Ban* 14-1 oHwre 

19BB: H®«an Caralef 4 JO 8 J Hams 7-2 (R HodpM 13 an 

FORMaUDE 

urban Uty comas here in great teen and can ninka c three wins out cf torfartto mb- 
u«mW njrmer tjeat^ Yet A®** Miner of to nattwo races) naB 1 a langdi A Ptemp- 
^K^rSn^reepSranteand defeetto Fateafajne 24 ttorete* 

wfaries, uman Lfiyw» body hanweradand unfieeRd BtweMtof 

wnara Thne iwdar, who went o4f favourtw. IWstod second, 
beato^a tenflh a half, end Madam ton wes a tangiwy^ bach fa «». ThT ®j22’ , “* 
SSTwseSS but he eteo me« me frame m ms two P>wedin«naNreM P»- 

on too weoW te his Hist harsScap end ties not been Out Bteca AprtL 

setocttoo; URBAN LILY 


only six: per cent of owners 
claimed to cover costs but that 

90 per cent still expect to be own- 
ing horses in three years, with 50 
per cent expecting to own more 
horses than they do today. 

John Piaxman, Director Gen- 
eral of the Racehorse Owners 
Association, said: “Generally 
this is encouraging. The econ- 
omy has picked up, which is a 
major factor. However, prize- 
money still remains a matter of 
concern to owners and requires 
positive action.” 

Racecourses and trainers 
were credited by the majority of 
owners as giving value for mon- 
ey. They also felt that race- 
course facilities had improved 


nothing has happened, which 
would offend anyone. Now the 
first question for a steward will 
be whether there is anything in 
a jockeys riding which causes 
concern if he sees too mud) use 
of the whip or too excessive use 
then they will look ar it" 
However, Caulfield is worried 
that giving stewards discretion 
may be a mixed blessing for 
jockeys. “We still remain con- 
cerned with the Jockey Qub’s 
definition of excessive fre- 
quency,” he said “We fear the 
new instruction could continue 
to result in unjust and unnec- 
essary suspensions to the detri- 
ment of racing.” 

Sound out of 
King George 

Sound Man, who had been sec- 
ond favourite for the King 
George VI Chase, is likely to 
miss (Be Bcndng Day feature de- 
spite being one of 11 horses de- 
clared yesterday. Edward 
O’Grady, his trainer, said: “He 
will go now for the Comet 
Chase at Ascot on 5 February." 

The withdrawals are Chal- 
lenger Du Luc, Crystal Spirit, 
Kadi. Suny Bay and Double 
Symphony. Jenny. Pitman has 
left m Nahthen Lad despite a 
poor effort on Wednesday. 

Itote: 44) One Man, IDOaO Rough Quest (tom 
9-2). 12-1 Mr M d&n ftomT4-2). Stror« 
PromSo, TiytnfiAnn, 14-1 Bmon Barit (from 
16-1), 25-1 Nahthen Lad (tram 16-11, Atom. 
Couidnt Be Better, 350-1 Oats Rooms. 


Io Of|l CARAWAY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,200 
added 2m Penalty Value £2^96 

1 00-3121 SCOTTISH BAJBI (11) fCD) (Mkan J pMttbrS 12 E>(7») I0MUM 

2 63325P LBAWM0(U)(HJMma)HI«mnB116 Mr A CteteJm 

3 P25-655 BOUJ ACRE (U) Qlto Ifedon C Mapn) J M Badey BIO 12 Jt Rente 

4 6D546U SMI PBBO CtMHflER m Onlbe Pink P irt neah| j A Banw 5 ID 5 Mr R IbraMPi (5) 

5 FORK- DUMCU MEW (2BB)(F Tudor] Flutter 7 102 fillptn 

6 024153 NOBnCRN SINQat (30) One R Hxlfps 6 10 2 .TDwcotew (3) 

7 F55-F2C ASMBID HAMBira PH (JhB Gritun SeO P tobbs 6 ID 0 C Haute 

8 P5-P2PP CAPDWSn»(FDitD(l«rH^imt)PM«rarn9100 SWym 

9 PBP CMMCOLC18)(CG0l*ariJNBa8 71OO BHa0M(3) 

ID 00U0U THE WMBUD BISHOP P3) LTb)krt Ms LlB)tar 7 10 0 D C OPCeeoDr (7) B 

U 6PW PANDORA'S FIBZE (1497 ) (Mb PJcinesQJ Spang ID 10 Q TJMufafar 

-UdKterad- 

Mritun IW^K IQsr. True tm&ap >*!&*£ Ramuer 9s 126. Cspah SaxWaoJ, CaraMt, 
77» Ptnkn\ PrixOaSb. 

BEflMft 54 ScetBte BeaWL 5-1 Ml rani Iterator, B-1B Btetene, Ncrttera Shffr, 7-lDre- 
ridte Vfao. B-l BoM Aoe. 12a etfeMS 
1996: DMn donee 9 10 4 ATbry 12-1 (R Hedged 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SCOTTISH BAMH BBtead lis fa« succera ner farces at the record attempt off a mate 
of 78 when bearing the subsequent tcorer Pbucher ID tengris hare lour w Ml aagL Paul 
webberib ruravar b penofaad 7b far that, purtb% Nm on 12st 6to and be raoas off a 25lb 
Npter mark but the opposition b far tom fomklabte and be can Italy the hefty burden. The 
NX-year-old. who vns a Ftai wfmerior Rtehenl Hannon'a yard h hb yowtger d^a, folowed 
hb course success with b 17-tan0h second to FVgfat Lteuienanr at VfanMcii and he found 
success again when detoattng the 3-1-on chance CheryTs Lad a len^h raid a half et at 
Ludtow 31 days ago. Northara Stogm^a hudaswtener at Ummterin March, finfehed a 
22-tenph third to Scoutet Bambl here whan mateng his fanOng debut. He not proem 
and shoUfl firteia lot ctosar this ttoe. A teron ed ReraUw , afafierat CheRentoni In Oc- 
tober on Ms opanfaR outing tto saaaon, was beaten 23 bnertv by CridaMd* at Taunton 
(only three finishad) and was canted out h Scottish Barabfs race at this course. 

S ele c ting SCOTTISH BAMBl 

ro~EHl COWSLIP SELLM6 HURDLE (CLASS G) £2J500 added 2m 
Lr=!lJ If Penalty Value £2052 
'l 4135QP- 4mMNCED(5CDRZ(^«0H(>n«KMteiw9U^ IRjaa 

2 23312-U HUHAII TARN (7) fit J Mam4 H Mannas 6 11 5 »DoteH(7) 

3 P5106- UlADHAL PQ (SSfi) P D Pwdjf K Bshop 7 11 5 Llfamy 

4 10P0-4D B00nBHVBXIMB(Zl)n (GWfcranar, R^tlaA Draft) Tvte 6110— JtMrarajr(J) 

5 009400 BOLD CHAR1E (20) OAsJ Naonswrtfa S Me*or4:U) 12 NMte 

6 48 COMEONDP (B) (M B Carter] J Bnxtor S 10 12 R ferret 

7 402241 FLEET CADET P] {SY Join SuMMDpe 5 ID 12 A P McCoy V 

B IV KrMMBiUMMKPjmPtoBOdljtBCulwTlDB EBay* 

9 00PF5W N0HraCRJGHr(632)(hmteltak79REcMey8iai2 Dllte«nft(5) 

10 0 STEWES WOOER (13) (Gary Mfa B Ut- .S- i s 6 10 12 MrJLUreteje 

11 SQ3R4R TBBS BM pmMo C M Loll A BBonr 7 10 32 Mr RTborebn (6) B 

12 POP PGRSUN BUTTEHFUT (8) (Dari IMjm!) R StoT0t 4 10 7 DVWh 

13 OO-OOPP WOOIIIAIBS BBIQY (UQ (Wbafards lid) P Mriari S 10 7 RBteqr 

-Udadteod- 

BETTBIB: 64 feet Cadet, 4a My Mre te Dredafc, 6-1 HaBrea Tara, 12-1 Scottish WedMog, 14- 
1 BoW Ctrefia, Ufadte, Tbte Ire, 2W. earns 

1996: EiMna S 11 7 N Mm 10-1 (S Mdod 16 an 

FORM GUDE 

Despto cMIine n the batting - 5-2 10 4-1 - at Lalcasiar (9»d tc soft) nine d%n 80L FLEET 
CADET came heme a decWve wmner of a surifar raca and he looto an fa supplement the 
04ns In another weak contest. Halm Tran, tenner of a hurdle race at Hampton In 1993 
when trained by David Hbworth, landed a hunter chare « Lateentar in tm spring and fal- 
knrad with a second in foe same type of race to Wntfs Treasue at Chetentom, beaten 23 
lengths, ha wHtaflad off when nabhjndered and unsaatad tour out In ma handicap chasa 
won by Beacon at on b return to Rrasttuiy Park a week ap but tel ba fitter now. AB the 
same. Scottisii Waddlag m0v be a Vgf* dangsr. Wtonar oi a Taunton sriter last term, 
she ran vwS whan fourth m steadfast Elta at Mtoroasnr on her return and both that and 
her subsequent unplaced Bangor run were In non-sahers. Appd a n c eo tecl B nca was suo- 
oessful at MarMt Rasen and Huranffkxi the season before last but wn putted up at Ut- 
uaerer to June of last year and. bang urttour a iscn skice, iooks cerran to need tfis one. 

BateeMoo: FLEET CADET 

fQojpj] COMFREY MADEN CHASE (CLASS Q £4^200 added 3m 
If 110yds Ponaity Value £3^00 

1 3PGO-3 ANYMNCWJULBIE OT (Boterg Saan GBia0 LaJl C SmBi 7 11 5 MRktads 

2 4440P3 DU3>S1IUB.(la9){GMciRriPBDmn71l5 DUMMl 

3 GO QRBEMBD GBOKE OT 9*s Nsnie Ifaifi P Hrtils S 11 5 H Wu s u b 

4 (VS21- laANIRMKBR (277) LMAJUnrenchancWM Pipe BUS CMante 

5 . 4 IOUyBOiO , OT(HJBeaH0FJatbn9115 IRKaaragk 

6 F UHBItlN PMBBU.CM) (MssJ todgtracnl WGMTunwllllS — N W*nte0* (7) 

7 U3-34U3 LORD NDROGBI gBA) OT (BJ UerferO BUereRnB 11 5 SCreae 

S 3IZ+-2U HOIMrsBauiHOTIMaAdfanCfe^CT0nDn8115 1 Osborns 

9 IBIOVBYWACteanUNflifeSUS TDasarebop) 

10 06F RAMSnMMtAOmteS<2llbae0resdKBBIay7115 COtteiyer 

11 OCWF 5AUCrSVnF(13)|tesJB(0Dte)NilaMB6U5 LHwrey 

12 0 7afeDBIRaK>(41)nfesPaer Antore) BDnJ*iS115 BFwte 

13 5 WWCBWIG LKW |432J lame ftciw* rt IVsssriiaHl T Fonw 7 11 5 SMyree 

14 +P APAIIIRA HAD OT 0*5 R 0 HusJWgS R Nner 7 11 0 HrRTtreMin(S) 

15 204 BMMBHLADYOT(TJVUdey)DGBndoHo6110__ — — Hfenrt 

16 /4«34V IM*MlwroWltWOTtCan»Rwft^CkteNlaopte8110 Mr A feres 

BETUNC: 7-a torisn ttaefe, 6-1 Mate teaO, 6-1 Brogssa Ltey. Rreteow Lte, 10-1 Wre d sr 
Mg U0*. AayBteByeteks, 14J. baaefleU SeorM, 1*1 ottara 
1995: dwell (aw 8 US R Suppta 7*2 (Ms L t^tart 15 ran 
FORM QUBE 

INDIAN IRACKBR, wfaner of a UngSeld (soft) bumper by 11 lengths test March, has ncx 
been out since and maknhlsclvBingdetMi but W not tack far fhness,oomfag torn Mar- 
tm Pfaa's ya«l and Is alao sure to tew ms nmr job. The steiiwr-flld b not htfily tried and 
can start to m career recoessILBy. Jofty Bore, tew landed dma pobii-io-pows tmsywar, 
went from 8-1 to twice those adds when making ms chetang debut here a totmljfrtagoand 
flnlstad a 22-ten0h fourth behind Mariners Mirror. He is bound to prOfTBSG far that outing 
and may provide most danger. MountSarmth.aiemaKthlrdtoMadTlvnieontofanc- 
ingbowatWbcareon me reason baton, tea. began iBB5-96wfai a thrre-tenph second 
fa Samiee at Tawfiun but tell In bom subsequent starts that season. Beaten seven tengdis 
byDonDuCadoohereontoretuin.hebkindBradandunseattdatlheflrBaHuhtinfr 
don but v* lie winring when he pofisnes up to Jumps* - a remarh «hfcn also rotes to 
ftamstmn Lad, who was an IrtJh print-tt-pomt terrar In 1995. Brogeeti Lady will have 
benefited from her promlsihg ctosing debut tom fa CredB Is King at ToHCBSter. 

Selection: INDIAN TRACKER 

locnl ROSEMARY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 added 
l"rJ 2RI 2f penalty vai» £2^57 

1 1FB432 ROBERTS IDf (33) (D) (CfcBDSrTtTt M FfaeS 120 A P McCoy 

2 114-13 TOMDAiaiMBSnBrWD BWW 5U5 Dja «*£ 

3 QW50- IffWB BUND (USA) 077) W (Die Writ Kara Pamersito JOB 8112 _EBreefai (7) 

4 OfiFMO HASHWtiT STAR (USA) (13) (D) ffbhn MabSM R MSCYW 5 10 13 RMBlfeV 

5 OS-3122 SA4£pyaaaTOIPSte»RH3dga41fll3 . T PncamteW 

6 214312 HUY DANCE (0 ) (Wswb Go f^chg Parmsto) P baths 5 10 11 NMHnM 

7 JPOF BfBUT(0fiaOT<RNOwrtoBSapFBm»it«MNsranab51fl3^HelnRii 

8 44P-140 BETBCHHOiBi BARDOT ^W FCtippBtt n) DOmteB 6101 — SopMeMttcbea^ 

BEITWB; 64 Hay Dance, 9-2 Roberts Toy, 5-1 Hastate to, M. Salap, 7-1 WMari*, W Bl- 

MBKCcwn^fl91DTDesconteWIRH()dflB)9i» 

FORM GUDE 

HAY DANCE, an Hsh acquWtion, went in at Taunton in NMtnberend ta only a pound hl0v 
er here tBClng oB ti* same martt « when beaten a lenrpi end a half By the welW Aenon 
at 8nkmn. PNip HcRW ihtHyBflr-old can return » wirmlne tom wWi Norman WSamaon 
boohed for the ride. Roberta Tey wort teor fences here on to final appeoanoe tea sea- 
son end at Market Rasen on hb return. But he ans a fafier naa. time and, after flnlaiwig 
tatted on at Ewter ti Ai««[, has reverted to huftiteg, »«ng under orty a neck fa Hantteon 
Bt Chehenham on to most recent oufafr He is 2B iMjier but could peu the mate threat. 
Wadad a mely nine a bad race and was returning from a t hr e e m on t h break when third be- 

Nndthamnfated-onBSrfaldSowraigiwFateflham datit days ago. fiaBepbenolher con- 
stetere type and fblowodterimorth'sRwmptDrttsoitivtctoijrvrih seconds to Canary Fatein 
st Kempccn and Dorasald at Windsor. Salacttan: HAY DANCE 


HYPERION 

1-10 Most Equal L40 Oban 2^0 Fta3l) HU* 
Pan 240 Mister Oddy 3J0 Ocotad Leactor 3JW 

MWttyMoss 

GOING: Soft. 

■ Left-hand rouiw. Kuu-ln of ] 70yd. _ . 

■ Ctonre te 5E nf town near BS017. Utunner 

Qrnra lioei ablate raurae, ADKQ^Kttb Ckdi fill) (QAtollQ; 

TtoasaflsfilO {OAPsS7\ c«nw S3. CAM PAXK: F hra 


BLINinpr^ pip ff r'nMlB - life^feretC.'&nreteffeOKALlP). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Cede Qwny(3.40) batbste sras 
IRC ndrabyC R5»n>t8 fttan StooiBdgk. De von 

i H ini STPEBELBQIBIS & RADtAFORS HANOI-- 

CAP HURDLE (CLASS C}£5jOOOadd0d 2m 

1 046W+ IKNMOW(«Z7)mMraHte«lBlLU-J»A1l*fem 

2 QUDOD MASUHtKBEpiIQ) MsJ RerenS 119 WMMC 

3 53952 ML8BMEOTPI MsJCBd 7118 BafM 

4 14*45 tot BUtEMOWroa) (CO) S anctata* 7 11 8 je jvtesw 

5 4UQS3-1 MOST EQUH. (10] (D1 U ftpe 5 11 4 (5od 

6 052044 UMNO eou (Sri (DIP Brassy 6 11 a HBaom&s 

J 1D6&2L S*atTOB.OTCT rjOTITSUm.- MAftfeote 

S 132305 EUROUNKTHE LM) * ; )) (D) D BtKhel 9 1C 3_0J»«*re 

__ g 

BEiTllft 2-i Noel EqreL fi-2 Salat CtaL 4-1 Tgeae Bold, B-l MafeE 
Out 7-1 lir Bvaceorat, 12-1 Mbecs 

U LEFLEYS HOG ROAST NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5400 addad 2m 4f 

1 21041-1 OBAN OT fet H Kites 6 11 6 — O BraBfa 

2 21/ HAHRI0OKCaOinSBnQtereraU4 BAtasaj 

3 3FR33 SUNSET AND YWE pi)TC»S*y 9 110 RP ute "n» 

4 NU23 DNEWEBUCMMBipqT'taranAraiBlltLJlAnMwM 

5 2021 4F THURSDAY MQHT (14) JFtoCeaU 5 110 A RMtete 

6 022-6U3 ZABQON (34) D NriMnn 5 11 D ******* 

7 00-522 SUPMAnCOTAnfeirtiinf 7 ID 9 — SNtNm 

dadiMd** 

BEtraiS: M fibre. 7-2 fate The BteMta, B-l Sweat Aad Ww, 1-1 
Hresfa»Ntod,2MlBCB. 7-1 Ifantelr. IB-1 IfeBr Lack 

lOi’n I BURTON ALBION PC NOVICE SELLMG 
HURDLE (CLASS 6) £2^50 3YD 2m 

1 OF AFPEMi ABAM (23} D BnM ID 30 tefftrefaP) 

2 040 BWHJWEicrmurtSSBHniaia BMBrat 

3 F COME OH M |3CQ R DOT ID 10 Ct te. fe w 

4 0 BOANSUMSErtllriCEaranlOlO lAMcCwfeB 

5 BP NOMC HBU |KQA Ares 30 10 CMra(7) 

6 0 NORB P MtmAONP OTMASMfewndlfl l O-feyl F— 

7 P4 PftlUDNOTKBbMp 10 ID Rterere 

8 RSOUNOGt DftonchDM ID 10 IMspcn 

9 S3 SKINBQUnSt OT M Chsnaui ID 10- RMtoreV 


HYPERION 

12^0 DwtaPoftit 1X0 Puperfsing 1^0 Bold Ac- 
count 2JOO Kano SNm 230 Ihdlt Club 300 
Weatwrti Boy 330 Ffrat Ltfrt 

GOING: Soft. 

■ LdUtsnd, anduteiing (tame. Run-ta of 2S0yd 

■ Course is on minor road 2m S of Hexham. ADMISSION: Club 
£9; PMdock £6 (QAPs £4). CAE PARK: Fine. 


B U NXKimra8TTI)imc«ktonte(1^30),Nre i ttao«feyC13C^ 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DWEANCE RUNNERS: Fate Wrenv) (350) las b«*«« 
266 nUtes by R Qtampioo Crow Ngwasrtei, Saflbflc. 

I io on l MWCE PE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
L±=^lJ £3,000 added 2m 

1 21 DANAPOM'OTID)MnSSirrii4U5 — RVAUreraf?) 

2 0300P1- ROBASU (209) (CJSLradbemr 6115 NLredi 

3 P CABOPRBCEOTJJCnwejDlZ ARucbe 

4 B-B CALDBt KWC OT J L Errs 5 ID 32 B Storey 8 

5 F232-52 RtSSAN (13) M Hammond 4 ID 12 RSreWy 

S KAFTLN 0 Moors 4 10 12 fffognu 

7 0- P05SD ABROAD (IBDJHMraon 4 10 12 ADeMte 

8 150-53 QATtARA [37) WMdfeown 610 22 GCaM 

9 OCVOP-P RUSnCWAMbOR OT JWadB S10 12 KJorec 

ID 6U SIAR MASIHl (13) L Ungi 5 ID 12 PMren 

11 1/20QT BASIC (671) R CocMun ID 10 7 LOTtea 

12 0 (U£ POM' (23)0 Lamb 5 10 7 lltarta 

13 05- SlUMGAILOTODWilantSlOT DBreflay 

-lSdsctered- 

BEneffi: M; Owe PcteL 3-1 Fratre, B-l Star Master, 7-J.Qrilars, 10- 

I CMfe IHug, Rotera. Mriba. 12-1 Ctac Prince, 20-1 oires 

II nnl HOUY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E)£3JD00 
IjbrrJ added 3m 

1 OOQPl-O NHBS LAME (9) (C) J Dkfl 7 115 Mr M H HaodBon [5) 

2 0*0241 M MMM flq 6 Wrate 4 11 5 ■■■ .i Better 

3 36F-133 PEBBLE BEACH OS)GM Moore 6 U 5 I IT l U g fel 

4 5441412 SWAIMSIBt (20) (P L ling) B 11 5 RQauWy 

5 M4AJ0P- BARMY MEBIE (311) DWBansHlD12 DBacOsy 

6 460-PP0 BOSTON MAN (17) H Mutnusa 5 10 12 BSIomy 

7 24^DCU)NGOUR(20) FMfpty61D12_ KWttare 

8 26422+ CRAGNABO0Y (20) W Reed 6 ID 12 TRocd 

9 U CRASHBAUDD OTP aaeslrei«i 5 ID 12 AS MM 

10 04*6 M8»»SSms»YOTGMMDcra 4 ID 32 ARteMy 

11 B fl UMP OWl OI (M) M Haarond 4 ID 12 — MCBrecran 

12 340 OLD CAYALER (14) J J ONel 5 ID 12 Ptowa 

13 00 SAMIE (37] S Loodbuer 5 10 12 NUaeh 

14 WO SOOTH COA8TSTAROT JHJchnaxi 6 1012 -BFRyre® 

15 OOPO-06 MT ABSSKE (9) R OocMun 6 10 7 L O'Hara 

16 000 1DS«AHOIttE(7)BBfaon5l07 DOM 

-UdMtared- 

SE77WG: 2-1 fteparisteK 5-1 Sretetatir, (hi FMtee Brefe 8-1 (Uan- 
borear, 10*1 Ctangow, 14-1 CmMtebo, 19-1 W CreaBar, 20-1 otbata 

II on I ROAST TURKEY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
L=rJ E) £4>200 addod 2m 4f 110yds 

1 000+61 BUOTniWtUOTnJHJoiraonSUS AMMn 

2 234243 BOLD ACCOLWT P) S M MflOrt 6 ID 12 NBM0M 

3 4FA3 BOffffJOWB«(9)DMoibtl61012 D JMoftatt 

4 021-F CaDCBMKT(ri(Bf)LUng)61D12 RGanfay 

5 5333TO- mEBAfiSCZ7S)Ms$Snhai0l2 RtokreD] 

6 2DZ235- DEN DE NtMUE |3M] J Qukn 6 ID 12 P Mm 

7 2-52403 ROYAL SURPRISE (17) W Rand 8 ID 12 TtoedB 

B 2M)0tH) SSBKOT8M61012 KMarea 

9 06WW WORLD WlIHOUTBO^CfiMSOvMsby 7 1012 _D Parker 

BEntHB: 94 Lire Da RtaMte, 114 CteUc U 34 Brte Accooct, 8-1 
Bonny taferey, EMotfa Ate, 19-1 Royal Suprin, u-i athara 


W 0 WHtoNOTJBctey20lD HBrateyV 

11 U6 MCHMNamOOwfe.tatelOB DBrifewtar 

E ^vJ 5*SH«TWMN<*«JSMawl05 WMcfefand 

H ”35 MWC^mifeHMreteey 105^4 ThontacB 

14 300 UBESHSMOTUsPSilOO Matey V 

15 0 NANtGARWOTD State IDS . J FtterfT) 

U 4 SPRALRYERflU Utter 105 ^..Wfentaa 

ID (iirtawl 

■fftottS-aStoweiBer, 7-a spiral Ryw-.H HwCataH, 7-lRaib 
la Th* Pm, 8-1 Artk AadcL LabcdtaaU, 14-1 oBrea 

12.401 STMODWEN CHASE (LMTED HANDICAP] 
(CLASS C) £S^00 addod 2m 

1 3WH3 JWC«A£SAUJOT^DAfcfnfcw7n7.-jtMre*e 

2 BTM4P- HAHVC MtSSHN poq (D) j HtzGeokl 9 U 7^ Jt Daannsdy 

3 44413-1 toSTER0t»rOT<D>JlteElQU3. UARBtorM 

4 31-2114 sqPQttMttCS^](D]RAtaer8113.»— .FHlMayP) 

-Adtetoed- 

*^~r ‘**tt*~. Ti ** fTuTrw n read l. T 

1 Sapw TActlc* 

AUN POVEY SIGNS NOVICE HANDICAP 
L==J CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 addod 3m 2f 

1 502P-1 OCEAN l£WQtOT Mrs DHara 911 ID AMtoB* 

2 FMSP6 DQMME OT K Batev 8 11 5 CUreSaR 

3 3TS46 SEOME ASHFORD (71) P Johnson 6 11 4 _JU8reoci 

4 MW (KISRBNBEV(629)PRodlM7U3 Shared 

5 033SHP BRfnNSBMOTMsPSASUD. life 

6 KB32U CWraMlEUWOT4ta5a7«i93Dli.JkPlta« r 

7 0063W MAJORS U8ACY OT T ffeter 7 10 10 JltteMM 

B 43010? BE BRAKE (18) T Qnanngon 6 ]0 7 state 

9 -UOW5 THEBRUO(23|OSl*raoodai05 lAtkCwfe 

ID P632-4F BQSSYMOSSdri ASfe&rTlflO tBw 

uanoouu Romany bujesotc books 7 too osferawr 

12 POP0F RABGED KBKDOM (14) C (gran 7 10 0 L Arete (3) 

-■ 12 declared - 

HtommM&ciOR. 9tt im. Ran** 

Bbwa g5b./tea>wftngygn9g3fc 

BETTBNfc 5-2 Ocare Leader, 3-1 Crewdate Lace, 7-1 Malwa Legacy, 8- 
L Boeqreosa, Sriffinc Bar, 10-1 Beotaa AsMord, 12-1 atiwn 

10401 EBF WT NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 4f UOyd* 

1 U1611 AOTMENT OT i FrtAatel 5 U 10 RD w tey 

2 2*6-311 BBBWSBANQUSOTtoPBWMMtlBU 10 BtaMArefl) 

3 123311 MBHIYHOSSOTn DNchohonS U 10_J4rFHtefe(7) 

4 5317 aiAitE OPDOMS (13) fe (BF) T Eastetoy 5 U 10A M*04N 

5 00100-3 AUrEVENOTTRnHr6110 AtteMtta 

6 5*1-53 BARTON WMtDOTSBreotehre 5 110 Item 

7 000540 buck sMraoirn Aims £ no .j. Arete n 

8 0 OHATStfiOU) to) A Jams 4 11 0 CDtere[7) 

9 103 QXOWL BLAZBt 054) MaaHKngl4 110 JH Afewcte 

10 6 COOLE CHERRY OT C R ferel 6 11 0 SMa 

11 05P-2P MARKET MAYHEM (q JSneamC 613 0— «J6dateQuM( 

12 6 UMSmtBOYOTjLe«i5UO CUreafan 

13 005 SEABROOKU0(241)MWAansan5 110. — _ JLreMma 

14 446S04 CAHLY-1 OT F MdSCn 5 10 9 WKKacI 

15 55 SCALLY EKKS (30) 8 Baug* 5 ID 9 Owy tyres 

-lSdacterad- 

801*6:74 IBgay Horn. 52 BaggnBrawt. *2 AgtaMret, 7-1 S»n 
Oiriorw. 14-1 Act Evan, 26-1 Barton Vfed, 25-1 others 


fOftOl ST NKHOLAS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
l"2lJ F) £3JM0 added 2m 

1 53+277 HMMAND WAY (U) |C0) Mtcdnunar 6120—48 Stefa 

2 OUPP-21 XEMOSABO(17)(D)CPartar41lU. D Palter 

3 90- 2MflON(286)OMiAs5U7 OJMofKtS 

4 260064 IKNOCOtT QHMBE (14) Ue&L5srial 7 11 7 A Dobbin 

5 502-3 HERE COMES l£RBE (113) WSacv 4 113 UMMacay 

6 0050 SEGALA (14) J J Otfei 5 11 3 PMwn 

7 1Q0500 RAKUARARTOT(CO)DMofon510a RBwfey 

8 620341 1A5HREEF (16) (CO) J Brteti 6 10 5 BS40r*yB 

-Bdadared- 

BEtraM: 7-4 Kino Steo, M HgMwri W^ 5-1 Hare Orem Hwita, B-l 
HB Aft 7-1 taceeant Reoip, B-t fean, IW Sfefe 124 olten 

10 4|fl CONDITIONALS SELUNG HANDICAP HUR- 
lr"TrJ DLE (CLASS Q) £2^00 2m 4f 110yds 

1 43OP06 PRBanCE RUN (18) 1C) (D) J Bcteri 11 11 ID BOMte 

2 856034 BLANC SEMG (HQ (S) J 5MB 9 11 3 FleteyB 

3 40000 C0IBttUOTSM6ll2 ECtefeire 

4 2S54U5 YACHT CLUB (U) (CD) j L Efre 14 10 9 .CEfctt (E) 

5 008044 IHARSiS (11) (0) WSmun 11107 _STafer 

6 000002 DASMUROTMiLPteCrBlOT OParire 

7 F4S-F0P CltCLE BOY (4j W Smy 9 10 G R McGrath 

8 QOOP6F NAWDNOOKEY (27) M tnturar 5 10 2..C MtCramadi (S) B 

9 000000 MR SLOAN (371) J Gotta 6 10 0 GUM 

ID POPIP T0U6H BUitACTSI (M) VSreoriy 8100 ~Ii Hotrods (3) 

-lDdadmd- 

Mntain we|^ 10a. True handeap wigne Tottfi Charaetar 9a 7(i 
BEmmt 3-1 Bteoc Satnfc 7-2 Yacht Clto, +1 Dreherar, 6-1 ttreste, 7- 
1 Nrardnoteay, 84. Cotttre, 12-lettan 

roTvnl SANTA CLAUS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
I E) £4^00 added 3m If 

1 455-383 ftUSKWS7RQ.iB! ROonpenU 120 ADbUte 

2 4311-23 MESTWOlBOYOTtCt^PBasuncnlOll 13 RStefe 

3 03F4&2 ROAD BY TKRNEROTPChaesImriiBU 3— Storey 

4 MP13P AOEEOTBEteonSlDS MrCBoamrp) 

5 M1-P8 HURnCAfE ANDREW (2^ (CO) J S Moore 8 ID 6 _JI S«Bh 

6 P02UOQ 0FF1HE BRU (18) (09 Ms S Bratame 11 ID 5 

MrM todam{7) 

7 15-0P0G MIA WNIBt(18)fCD)TDUll0104 TRate 

8 P5545-P SNOOK POMT OT 0 fenfa 9 ID 0 IBten 

-Bdadared- 

ABnhwoi lOst True nandnp vetfc Safe Fo« 9* 9«i 

BEITWft 2-1 Wwtwte Boy, 5-2 Rote By The favor; 02 Pat* Mkterat, 
7-1 Jandao, 01 Off Tb# Bra, 15-1 Huntona Aadren, 201 ottere 

OOftl LEVY BOARD WTERMED1AIE OPEN 701 
FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1^50 added 2m 

1 BANNER YEAR T Carr 5 11 4 NSBto 

2 3 B0BBr6HAHTOTCtot5114 — Pfawa 

3 3- DERANNC (292} G Itow* 4 114 ADObbte 

4 22 *srUGHTOTJQi*m4U4 RBantay 

5 HOUSELDPE5PRM8JHJonnaxi4114 GFRyrefS) 

6 J0IBBEY8SPBVT RCbcMlun4 114 L Olten 

7 0 IU8PEMODDrOTi-lilV>5114 ARodra 

8 H0Nl»Slaedbener5U4 N leech 

9 0 QUBNSBRMSADEOT FWHon4114 B Storey 

ID ROMAM OUTLAW Mtteomnd 4 U4 DBreOsy 

11 ROYAL SPRUCE GM Moore 5 11 4 ICdtagtea 

12 02- Sat BOB (288) W Mdteran 4 U 4 BCteta 

13 SNOOTY ESWMOJKtetene 4 114 ASSadh 

24 0 tmta BAY (34) CPWer 4 11 4 0 Patter 

15 THE BURQtAR R Gdfe 4 11 4 RSuppte 

16 0 TOP ACE (17) GWm 4 11 4 MrARctaM 

17 000 ALANS fflDE (U) W UdtaMi 5 10 13 KWtetan 

IB 520 LDVEUT RASCAL HQ) J J OTteM 4 10 13 ..R Mc&afa (S) 

19 0 OTTADte (17) W Reed 41013- TRred 

-19 dachred- 

BErtWft U fee LIRM, 01 Dencria, 7-1 Ronrei OdteH, W Bobby Brant, 
tare* Rreeal, Hr Boh, J2W. Rajte Bpruea. MW odma 


HYPERION 

11j45 Harlequin Waft 12.15 Princess Sarara 1245 
Stalled LISThreeplay 145 Kings Harmony 215 
Rather Dan 2^5 Roffay Sptaney 3JJ5 Sreatast 

GOING: Standard STAU& 5f4 reat-inride. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Urelnqrins. 

■ Hquhnck ,-auface; left-hand, sharp undutadiif: rocrae. 

■ Course Is SE eT town cm B2028. ADMISSION: Membera £13, 
Family Endreurc £9. CAE PASS: Chib £3; remainder Cm. 


TISOSED FIBST TUB: Kelbaaiwe Pitacere ( 1.16). 
WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: UJJa* (1.45), Ak- 
•oboelymmatac (2.16) A Sfaaaghal LB (ilB) woe here on ftn%. 
LONG4HSTANCE RUNNERS! SbreAdne (3.16) fare been «« 270 
niflffl by M JcJmSon frran MUrlcham, North Yoriobhr; Madrtna ( I-tt) 
rent M8 mflre byJBeay from Codtertem. Unccghirc. 

11 reel APROPOS HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DfV 
I) £1,700 added lm 2f (AW) 

1 000026 NANABAR(7)Mft9|gn4UD TG M l I at fa tal 1 

2 311505 BAKERS DAUGHTER (79) (CD) J Anted 4 9 11 ACtekU 

3 461243 HAfaEQUM WALK (24) to R OSteten 5 9 4—D Bfagi 4 B 

4 3522-06 KQRHCK (24) P Hedesr T 9 2 AMcfareeBB 

5 0620 IK HJGAmE (31) PM8MA3 9 1 S Santera 3 

8 006050 BOSTON TEA PARTY (14% A Moore 3 8 11 C Ratter B 

7 020040 H9ILAID (17) (CO) B McMafa 6 8 11 WRjrell 

8 404000 5APPWRE SON (17) (Q P Carta 489 DreaO%tel2 

9 000008 BawnsttOTWHCbNafadfa^Ba ifatoJ 

10 000060 BOU) HABir (57) (QJPren 1186 MUfawD 

11 005030 NOMODO(lE)Jloig48B TfeM[7)U 

12 000000 GREW BEAR OTDCWpnanA 83 DBMfaCB 

13 900432 WHWK (TOOT RHHnMM483 HOCktolO 

14 500000 FBBABt STAR Q 9J) KWtnp Ea 6 7 12_J McCtea gfi S 

BETTWa 7-2 fetteytei Wtec 7-1 Bteta Ptefaaw, P i flMimre , 01 fel- 
teefaTafear, Breton tin Parly. 12*1 afore 

n roYc 'l SARAH CHAPMAN 2USTBT3AYMAPav 
SDUCES (D) (DIV I) £3^00 2W lift (AW) 

1 0 RKFORD (AD OTTJona 90 NCnMl7 

2 000 FROST HNa(B7)MteBSandes 90 AMMnCQl 

3 0600 WKSDOWNTMXOTAU0OT9O CMte4 

4 D HARP DRIVE (13) W Muir 90 fimfflie>2 

5 0 29faff(UfaJ7teBr90 A Staten 5 

6 4000 l«EIIG0LFia(MR{l}Tltafamn89 OHodwd9 

7 0 NNHTSCEPIRE(4qRAiTmnonsB9 AMoHmalD 

8 PASTICHE T AMs 6 9 Blfel 

9 0 PMHCESS SAHARA PO) Sr MflAPlW«C89 — CMterC 

ID 600 TBBX.’SIISASWECLie] Kfroy89 CSraRyS 

-Udadand- 

BEFTMS: 6-4 IfafaM. Sceptre, 01 Hew Goff Msnr, 7-1 HogMra® Trbr, 
Bn*L 01 Ww» Drtre, PiStoie, 101 PhncewSanra, 12-1 ofort 

PfnrZRl HOTSPUR AMATEURS LMTED STAKES 
(CLASS 6) £2,000 added lm 4f (AW) 

1 000214 CR0S5TUXa7)RStrcngl4 1D9 W-J 0ndw«t(7) 12 

2 3430 ALHML(U28)RffSfean7107 MrJ Gotarteto (7) 3 

3 5106-06 CANCAN CHAWJE (7) J Prwce BIO 7 Iks L Petit* 1 

4 011256 OWROUSMAKOTIWCUfer8I07JkrH9(tatay2 

6 23-0050 CHEZ CATALAN (Bri ^ Aleiutt 5 ID 7_llr R BoM* S) 10 B 

8 SoOOJO PHAHANOT(QCD)RPra»*10107 Jk»CPrecadt(7)4 

7 5006D4 5HERAZ(7)NTrMr4 ID 7 MkaPJooesS 

B 354255 StAUH)(Zl)|l3APWfayi61D7 JirefentaaBl tandB7 

9 132003 ZAHD (7) (C) K Bute 5 10 7 I* M farad S 

ID 205546 2UN0 HWt (77) A Mom 4 10 7 Ms A Pemtt (7) 6 

11 055300 AIJ5)JRA(B3)DItrm3913 HreJFtoteiS 

12 230530 EFRCAfaOUS(15)AMoM3gi3 MnJMoen(5)U 

_ 12 4§qIm9 - 

ICTTMfo 4-1 Crow Tter, 01 Ore Can Chaiia, Sttead, 01 ZMdd, 7-1 
Ore Catataa, Sbetra, ML Ctewte Hire, 121 atom 

nTTFl WITCH OF ENDOR CLAIMWG STAKES 
[±".l (CLASS F) £2^00 added 2Y0 5f (AW) 

1 611000 EMERTO PLEASE [71 (□ Wk G Kefcwr 9 3 — D HoBred 5 

2 300526 TWESUT (7) J AMus 6 3 OBfagLl 

3 0M350 HEAVEMYMISSmjBddflBrSU 5 Staters 3 

4 00400 w umwm owOTHtatanfoadSB wrjmb 


T 5 056020 R6UA (34) PR J t Hans 8 0 IQtare2B 

6 642030 MBBOIRnEPRMCESS(17)RV)tradra , 710-FNntoa4V 

-6 dectered - 

BETTMG: M Ttefafa 01 Ufa* 44 Eafite To FtaM* 01 Hmmdr 
Mica, 01 MriboteM Prteceaa, 01 Wtfew for 

* II 4e| LE REVE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4^00 
5 added 6f (AW) 

t 1 006400 MB01UGIC(132)(Ct))LMHM410D — MWfawnSE 
“ 2 330100 BOU) EFFORT (45) fab) K0Onm 4 9 13 ,WRyan2B 

3 026010 PRBHSU(2ri ICO) M H|en 5 9 8 ACtertr 6 

4 231622 KMto HARMONY OTmPMfet 3 98 AtMaad7 

_ 5 106011 SCBSORRDGEOT|CD)Jfetor496 — 5 Stators U 

a - 6 050018 J0MAXBWSto(D)SDOT49X OreaOTtetalD 

7 000200 SHADOW JURYOT M D Cteenan 6 9 3_-j» Cafarea 8 B 

8 410404 UFT BCTf (43) (C)(D) A MOOT 7 8 13 Credy Monte 11 

9 244021- BOLDHnWERtonKI«y*Bll CScfeSB 

10 550601 telAS(7)|CPHMar«fcieKar 3B1117R) — AUcOtetel 

, 11 543314 MADWMOT(Ct8(BF)iBBny3810 PFrereyP) 13 

fc- 12 £02025 SZ7£MDGGASto;ariMFGadta38&MMteIkriwto3 

S 13 000020 BEWVBflUR£C2S)[D)BPfang885 .TSfinteM 

14 340300 SHARP Bff>OT(CO>RMFtacr 683 Jfa*w4B 

5) -UdKM- 

BETTWG: 4-1 Sdnar RSdCo, 5-1 Xto^ Haraiaay, 01 kfe*. 8-1 BaM Ef- 
jy tot, Prkre am. 101 UR Boy, 12-1 Htatea, 14-1 otters 

IoTE I ATROPOS HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DtV E) 
,1 £1,700 added lm2f (AW) 

L2 1 000332 loOTDAN(7)(»BF)MKGNtaMYT912_DHD>red2 

B 2 OOUOO ARZAM (9) (CQ) 0 CCBgaw 5 9 9 JQatanU 

B 3 000030 BBJSUHH IB] P»fen49B .TfeteaB 

3 4 000025 BAHDRA PS) R AWant 4 8 13 3SanterelO 

'• 5 206001 SHANGHAI UL (7) (C) M F-Godtey 4 8 13 (5a»0 ,JF Nteton 14 

tl 6 062041 ASSOUItBXSnBMM (7) (CD) Mis B WamG3 8 U~_~ 

2 PPHtephytoB 

[l 7 £00000 JaUN(53)JBim488 tteretHtetal 

>3 8 300000 MEGA ID (1B1) {CD) B Pawn 4 8 7 DadretTStaB 

* 9 500440 PRWCE RUDOLF (134) W Turar 4 8 6 SDnwrell 

* ID 055060 FKEMBt LEA0UE (7) (D) JUmgBSfi Urea Ire* S 

“ 11 0WM5B- FNRBU(nO)GlM»B483 A Whiten (3) 3 

5 12 000220 PAROMOMASU (17) J L Harm 4 83 DBfafa* 

^ 13 600000 REEMFEVBtOT DAQufarcOSl CRtetarl3 

*■ 14 000400 LAKK tort hoy 380 NAdWW7 

- 14 dectarw) - 

U BOIWfcS^ feta Dta 7-a Ah fotei l yire» * u ttBlAgrel, ita l re , in w nB 

™ bdU, U-I PreraterltafaM. 12*1 OBats 

7 [O wjrl SARAH CHAPMAN 21ST BRTHDAY MAI>- 
1 SI STAKES (D) (MV D £3300 2VOlm(«0 

* 1 550 MtOUBRffiEALUSS(B5)7MBs90 1 Confer (7) 6 

t 2 D JOUY JACKSON (S3) RMtant 90 SSand»10 

| 3 3 RDRETSPIMCYOTR Harare 90 — . — DreaOIMtal 

,2 4 38 CtmeUOTMtonfa»89 ACteh8 

8 5 4250 FEATHFR BtD (76) M Jervrs 89- DRIkCtoaS 

: 6 0 lEAVENLY HAND (3E) A Muse 6 9 Dandy Monte S 

, 7 80S LOCHLASS (24) S IMxd£ 8 9 -WRyao4 

8 00 SQURA(lOTPU*nte|f89 M vngiaoi 2 

, 9 000 nEWRIHCICLLOTJMtor89 NCwfcteT 

10 5 ttwaaflOJBaiffiraa — ._rsjsd»8 

-lOdadaod- 

5 BEITMB: 04 Roffty Spinney. 7>2£awa f M Feathar Bad, MCbywa, 

fj Ucttefe 01 Item HUM, Aroond fore ABss, 12*1 ofoii 

l loicl LADBHOKEALL-WEAIHB? TROPHY HCAP 
J (QUALIFIER) (CLASS D) £4,200 7f(AW) 

2 2 D53O04 8OTfU»OT»Wffi«wn3»0,Jlfctoral5B 

B 2 502661 GREATESTW(tHQrtriwOi59131£euJ)Sweney(5)8B 

4 3 146000 TOM MORGAN (43) F WtaY'S 9 12 T Spate 10 

9 4 254501 TH0tnS(5fl{Q)PMMn3912 SStedmlBV 

7 5 011465 SPEHJY CUS9C (3Q (CD BF) U H-Ss 7 9 9 „Jt Chat 11 

8 fi 41DU5 D®LYVALEBfl(COj EWuMr599«~£RMeCdNl2 

6 7 200035 IOD8OT(CqTNaufa(re59a J9H0M6 

5 8 020442 SDBtTAlBff W (COMAss GtsrKefcfer 59 7Drea Ifflil 4 

£ 9 456014 PUtFlEfUNG(2ri(D)LC0Bnl597 WRyanl 

ID 0DQ2D1 fiUTEH0PEOT(D)NTW4r4 93 faHranaraOIB 

1 11 300316 SH0tfIAIE(7)(IQMJunan3813 JtSted(7)l3 

22 542540 FORT WOK (inq (CD) R Romt 5 S 11 DH fat 2 8 

c 13 000002 NBB1WX1tM!COTKteiy38E NUraUI 

a 14 000005 0WSHADB(8)ICD)Klrory686 _CScfay7V 

15 505344 BARBASON(7](ORAMun486 CMdyMreteS 

S 16 000040 CASTLERfiAlAI) ® BF)fiHcteah«d784 |Qfea3 

1 -18 declared" 

3 BBUNG: 01 Greatest, 6-1 Pmpte FSnft 7-1 StartirienL UTbonRs, Mi- 
B tea, 101 DeopiyVMa, 14-1 dtais 
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Found wanting for 
a touch of fortune 


Phfl Shaw looks at Frank Clark's forlorn 
attempt to live with the legacy of Brian 
Clough as Nottingham Forest’s manager 


Barely a month has passed since 
Frank Garik was telling people 
that Nottingham Forest needed 
a few wins before the takeover 
of the dub was completed. Oth- 
erwise, he added with a wry 
smile, someone else would be 
spending the money put up by 
the successful consortium. 

Gaik's resignation, after he 
apparently failed to secure as- 
surances about his future as 
manager, demonstrates once 
again that many a true word is 
spoken in jest. Yet although he 
leaves Forest propping up the 
Premiership and without a win 
since the season's opening day, 
any rounded assessment of his 
three and a half year tenture at 
the City Ground should not 
judge him too harshly. 

For it was Clark who, while 
hardly the people’s choice to 
succeed Brian Cough, imme- 
diately restored Forest to the 
topflight. More than that, he led 
them to third place in the Prem- 
iership the nest season. Then, 
after other English dubs had 
fallen by the wayside, they 
reached 'the last eight of the 
Uefa Cup less than a year ago. 

Strange as it may seem in the 
light or yesterday’s develop- 
ments, Clark was being seriously 
considered at that time by the 
Football Association as a suc- 
cessor to Terry Venables as 
manager of England. Stuart 
Pearce publicly announced that 
Clark might to stay at Forest for 


the rest of his career. The 
board, ironically; reacted by 
pledging to keep him well into 
the next century. 

They had surprised many 
people, not least Clark, by 
plucking him from his pin- 
striped desk job as managing di- 
rector of Leyton Orient The 
too-good-to-go-down Forest 
team had just been relegated. 
Cough had retired, and two of 
their prime assets, "Ray Keane 

Frw* Clark fact -flte 

9 Sap IMS: Bam H0M4 00 Qum, 

. US* ran cu> wmgr IMA KMcastia 
IhylWftJDhrt r oiw t i w awmm 
apgmnoMlor kmcmBs. 

1978: Ua0M ChampwBhip mad*. 

1879: European Opwrm' nmUL 
JU(ir 197ft Suncfariand aaaaam manag*. 
VyatUU: Fqiwt assistant manafac. 
October 3981: Quart asasant Danger. 
Hay tm Orient mang*. 

3999: Pramoocn » <M Thrt Osteon, 
us* Mender NMntnmffcaacafer Bo- 
ar Ooqgfi ladro; Foret l at a g tw. 

UR Sons aaum to Pnmaatqp. 

199St FWah 08d and ear Pearmr league 
««W of 25 unbaatan maoebos. 

3ft Dm 1996: Ration m managr. 

and Nigel Cough, were intent 
on leaving. 

Clark used the revenue from 
their transfers to fund the sign- 
ings of a raw young striker 
from Southend and an unsung 
oentre-backfrom MiHw&lL Stan 
CbDymore and Colin Cooper 
not only helped Forest bade up 
but went on to represent Eng- 
land alongade Pearce, whom 
the new incumbent had per- 
suaded to stick with the club. 


TWo other transactions, 
bringing David Phillips and 
Lars Bohinen to the East Mid- 
lands, seemed to confirm Clark 
as a shrewd manipulator of the 
market The impression was 
cemented by the initial success 
of Bryan Roy but, like the 
Dutchman’s impact, Gaik’s 
touch deserted nun. 

As the Nottingham Evening 
Post put it in an unsigned edi- 
torial yesterday: “If a manager 
lives and dies by his results and 
by his dealings in the transfer 
market, then Frank Clark's de- 
parture from the City Ground 
is overdue- A manager can only 
be allowed so many mistakes 
when il comes to buying and sefl- 
ing-Hts decision to resign might 
be viewed as the right one." 

Clark’s predecessor used to 
mock his own knack of buying 
strikers who could not score. As 
Brter Ward, Justin Hashanu and 
Ian Wallace were to the Gough 
era, so Roy, Andrea Silenzi. 
Kevin Campbell and Dean Saun- 
ders came to symbolise Clark’s 
increasingly patchy record. 

The Post pointed out that, in 
financial terms, Campbell’s II 
goals had so far cost Forest 
£227,000 each; Sflenzfs two set 
die m back £900,000 apiece; and 
Saunders’ two a mere £750,000 
each. The Croatian defender 
Nikola Jerkan has also failed to 
make an impact, prompting the 
paper to call Gait’s judgment 
“remarkably flawed." 



End game: Frank Clark directs Forests play for what proved to be the last time hi Tuesday's defeat at Liverpool 


With hindsight, however, the 
key moment in Gaik’s reign was 
the sale of CoUymore to Liver- 
pool. The player felt he had out- 
grown the club and was not 
popular in the dressing-room. 
Yet, without his goals, Forest 
could not operate their counter- 
attacking system to the same ef- 
fect Even their limited success 
in Europe was achieved large- 


ly through backs-to-the-wail 
defence. 

Gaik’s cause was not helped, 
either; by a serious injury to Steve 
Stone, another who progressed 
to international status under bis 
wing, or by Pearce’s evident stal- 
eness after the excisions of Erno 
96. Like Jason Lee’s ridiculed 
hairstyle. Forest’s fortunes went 
pineapple shaped. From being 


the team who established the Pne- 
mieisirip’s longest unbeaten run 
(25 games), they now hold the 
record for matches without a win 
(16). 

lb his credit, Gaik never 
used the impasse over the buy- 
out of Forest as an excuse for 
their failings on the pitch, 
though it clearly tied his bands 
in terms of bringing in fresh 


feces and bad an unsettling ef- 
fect on confidence. In what 
proved to be his final match, 
Tuesday’s 4-2 defeat at Liver- 
pool, CoUymore twisted the 
knife by scoring twice. After- 
wards, Clark likened his own 
and the dub’s situation to be- 
ing in limbo. 

Perhaps, though, they are 
merely fulfilling their role in the 


Photograph: Phil Cofe/Allspori 


scheme of things prior to 
Gough's unprecedented and 
unrepeatable success: that of the 
modestly resourced provincial 
dub destined to flit between the 
top two divisions. Unless the 
new owners are extremely ju- 
dicious, or lucky in their choice 
of successor, Gaik’s sojourn at 
Forest may come to be seen as 
the last of the good times. 


£250,000 award for 
foul that ruined career 


The former Stockport player 
Brian McCord was yesterday 
awarded an estimated £250,000 
damages by a High Court judge 
fora tackle which broke his leg 
and ended his career. 

It is the first time a judge has 
awarded compensation to a 
professional player for injuries 
received during a game - a 
move which is likely to cause a , 
major impact on all sport. 

Mr Justice Ian Kennedy 
found that the then Swansea 
Gty captain, John Comforth, 
had made an error when he 
challenged McCord for the ball 
during Swansea’s game against 
Stockport in March, 1993. 

The “horrific injuries" to Mo 
Cord’srigfat leg ruled him out of 
the game and he is now study- 


ing to become a physiotherapist. 
“I am delighted With the judg- 
ment,” McCord said. “I have 
been on income support since 
the accident and I was 100 per 
cent sure taking this action was 
the right thing to do.” 

McCord’s soheitor, John Eng- 
land, said the judgment was a 
landmark because there was 
. no system for players to obtain 
compensation for injuries re- 
ceived during games. He said: 
“It is a very important judgment 
which will have great ramifica- 
tions throughout all profes- 
sional sports. I believe it is time 
for the sporting bodies to devise 
some system of compensation 
without redress to the courts." 

The judge said much had 
been made of the severity of the 


Clubs back restructuring 


Peace broke out yesterday os 
lower division clubs backed 
plans for the restructuring of the 
Football League. 

Representatives of 69 of the 
72 Nationwide League clubs 
met for an extraordinary general 
meeting in central London to 
discuss the new set-up. Some 
Second and Third Division dubs 
had been concerned over the 
power that some larger Fust Di- 
vision clubs might wield. 

However, when the measures, 
which will see the present six- 
man board of directors replaced 
by an independently chaired 


nine-man body, were put to a 
vote, it is understood that dissent 
was confined to single figures. 

The Government have urged 
the Premier League to give fi- 
nancial support to lower division 
dubs so that they can meet the 
1999 deadline for ground safe- 
ty improvements. 

Iain Sproat, the Sports Min- 
ister, yesterday reaffirmed the 
Government's commitment to 
deliver the Taylor Report rec- 
ommendations on the 1989 Hills- 
borough disaster in three years' 
time as another report detailed 
the Football Trust's cadi crisis. 


injury but it did not help decide 
whether there had been negli- 
gence. He said he had adopted 
the stance that an “ordinary, 
reasonable” spectator would 
take as to whether the tackle 
was negligent err reckless - or 
whether there hdd been an er- 
ror of judgment or lapse of skflL 

'Walter Williams, a South 
Wiles policeman who was the 
match assessor producing a re- 
port on the abilities of the lines- 
men and referee, told the judge 
in his view the tadde was among 
the worst three he had ever seen. 
He said Comforth’s right foot 
was two feet above the balL 

Bobby Gould, the Wales 
manager who was in the direc- 
tor's box with Williams, said in 
his opinion Comforth intended 
to strike the player not the ball. 
“It was one of the worst tackles 
I have ever seen," Gould said. 

The judge said he bad lis- 
tened to the evidence of Gould 
and Williams, and to the evi- 
dence of Comforth that the 
tackle did carry a risk of serious 
injury if there was any mis- 
jud gme nt of the timing . 

He said he could understand 
the many witnesses who said 
Comforth was playing the man 
and not the ball but “that was not 
my conclusion", particularly hav- 
ing heard about his good repu- 
tation. However, the judge ruled 
that the tadde was ‘iDCOCStStent’’ 
with taking reasonable care and 
it was oik: occasion when his skin 
“deserted him”. 


Argentina 


All is not well in Argentina, 
where the national team are 

Singularly failing to Hnmmate 

South America’s World Cup 
qualifying group - despite the 
absence of their great rivals 
Brazil, who as holders are not 
Ito qualify. 

• fafen^ foT Tl W eapfftinj 

Diego Maradona, s^sAr^rv- 
tinfl wffi feflLla: qualify for the 
\tarid -Cop- after their dismal 
1-1 draw at home to ChAe last 
Sunday - the second 
row ’ ■ 
hornet! 
ter 

Vfarid 

Monday. “Daniel Passarefla 
[the coadr] talksabout guts and 
determination — but the team: 
efid doc produce one single, weQ- :. 
trained move,” he said 
Maradona also hit out at 
ItossareDa's hard-fine approach 
to discipline, which Iras uh 
eluded much-publicised bans 
on pbyeis having long hah- and 
wearing earrings. Sunday’s 



- The Sander TaaaMJ 
; fourth Asian 
cession with a , <£3 " 
shoot-out wm over fento&er 
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competition in 
hhdwerebeati 

tf^ J992 final: ' :-v 

T ii&udi Arabia are tfief ^ear- 
favdttrrtes- ioinoitdw - toes 


around the world 


S&cpntirtliSab' Bast nation, .who beafe Kuwait 
about £!SQ^0Gi*whieh ’ 

hasy^to beate?«d:. r ftfe ; atfe-. facte first "fired 



s^abdht 
i art in* 
Jow$!&&£g{ac£ mfiaefeagsie. 


:.earfier m the year— two 
anda^Bgerian. ■ ' 







nine— team South American 
group, from which. the ! 
four qualify for France 
Colombia, Raraguay, Ecuador 
and Uruguay currently fill the 
qualifying positions. 

Albania 


A key figure in Argentina’s 
glory days, Mario-Kempes, has 
become the first foreign coach 
in Albanian football history. 
The man whose goals helped 
his country to Worid Cup glo- 
ry in 1978 is the new co achof 
the Albanian First Division 
dub, Lushuja. 

Kempes has agreed to a 


•Saudi Arabia have readied 
the final of the. Asian Cup - 
they .play- the host nation, the 
United AzabEmirafes, in Abu 
Dhabi tpraorrow-despire the 
absence of the nranttboputhfe ' 
country on the world football •• 
map at USA 94. . ■ " 

Saudi preparations for the 
tourna m e nt were locked when 
their top forward Saeed Al- 
Owtriraa - who scored a superb 
individual goaf against Bel- 
gium at the 1994,Wedd Cup - 
and two other playeri^vere sos- 
pended by the ifafkJbttfoafbaB 
association. The triowere said 
to have been found at-a pety 
drinking and : mhting whb 
women. Both mdnlgencesare - 

K annwH in nrnter 

the Tslgmic sharia faj«r ■ : C 


. it sefcms 

all Barcekma fens are errand 
twedwtii -thegdBtingr'^ 1 

axt-Orfo emptoyeeshacfe'fcad 
haefto whitewash overgrafitfi 
aimed at Robson and the dub 
■ bond on foe walls of ffieNcii 
Ga tap stadium. . ■ 

. \^Robean go home^reaIa : 
comment written ra Rngfetfu 
The former Knglan ri manager 
was afeb advised foretirctoan 
old people's home,- and was 
compared unfevonatfrly --.to 
BarcdonazoolsfemousallMQd 
goriBa, “Snowflake”! 

•Jfore Catdans aad less 
tra^” said another jpaeice of 
tbdgraf&ti The ajriyai ofmi- 
njeroqsfee^ners atBarcdbna 
tested to the ecchuitA-ttf lo- 
caijdayeTs stfch s& ^jertFer- 
rer, whohas'been approached 

Real Madrid. 

Rupert Metcalf 


Harriers set to 
pull the crowds 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 

Although police restrictions 
and the oddities of the fixture 
computer mean that Christ- 
mas holiday derbies are out of 
fashion in the Football League, 
that is not the case in the non- 
League world, where some big 
crowds and highly-charged 
matches are guaranteed dunng 
the next few days. 

Kidderminster Harriers, 11 
points clear at the top of the 
GM'Sfeuxhall Conference, may 
well be watched by two atten- 
dances of over 3,000 in then- 
next two games, at Rush den & 
Diamonds tomorrow and in 
the Worcestershire derby at 
home to Bromsgrove Rovers on 
Boxing Day. Rushden will also 
be attracting the fans in large 
numbers on Thursday, when 
they travel to their Northamp- 
tonshire rivals Kettering Tbwri. 

Boxing Day derbies in the Dr 
Martens League include the 
leaders, Gresley Rovers, mak- 
ing the short trip to Burton Al- 
bion, and Cheltenham Town 
playing at Gloucester Gty. 

The UniBond League lead- 
ers, Leek Town, are under new 
management, having promoted 
Peter ^&rd from assistant man- 
ager following Phil Wilson’s 
departure to Northwicb Victo- 
ria- Another UmBood man- 
agerial appointment sees 
Gordon Raynor, formerly in 


charge at Guiseley and Brad- 
ford Park Avenue, succeed 
Alan Tinsley at Lancaster Gty. 

In the Ids League, Fred Cal- 
laghan, once in charge at Brent- 
ford. has taken over in a 
caretaker capacity at Carshalton 
Athletic in place of Tony Jen- 
ningp, the former England semi- 
professional team manager. 
Brian Sparrow's second spell as 
manager of the Dr Martens 
dub Crawley Town lasted just 13 
days- the former Crystal Palace 
defender missed two training 
sessions and was unable to trav- 
el to a fixture at Merthyr Tydfil 
during his brief spell in charge. 

For the last five years, the 
hardy band of non-League fbT 
lowers known as groundhoppers 
have descended on the north- 
east of England every Easter for 
the “Northern Hop”, watching 
three or four games per day over 
the holiday period. That event 
has come to an end - they have 
runout of new grounds -but the 
groundhoppers can now head 
west instead. 

The Westward Develop- 
ments Devon League are 
putting on an "Easter Hem’’ 
every year for the rest of the 
decade. with fixtures on 28 and 
29 March next year at Alph- 
ington. Newton Abbot Spurs, 
Teignmouth, Buckfastieigh, 
Budleigh Salterton. Newton St 
Cfyres and WfflandL Further de- 
tails from the Devon League 
secretary, Phfl Hiscox: 01392 
493995. 


Ruddles County Riddles. 

No* 13* Pub Challenge. 


For Pater Binuw rtfey H 
ms a drraw cana traa. He bad 
mu the 1996 Hertfordshire 
Pah Qaiz Cbmpionslup after 
six smiling muds. 

Bat his victory arts by 
m mans Rail. He had yet 
te cilia the prize. 

Ha was yUced in tka 
bar af the Qoaaa « Head Psb 
b WasteaH. Than wan 
tea doors, each ludiaj te 
different ream. Behind ew 


of the doors, ley the prin, 
m voucher for a*lr»ifed 
touts to the leva af hit life- 
Raddles Coaaty. 

The eballeage ms sat. 

Ha did not kaear babiad 
Which door [they war* 
narked I tad 2) lay which 
prize. Beside tech door 
stood a bttaaa to holy bin 
decide which door to ebooso. 

However, fba catch Was 
that oae of the barmen bad 


zriir 


r 

3S 

1 k 

base iastraetal to lie, bat / ^ ] 

iL 

L 



Peter did aet bow which. 

Pater staffed forward, 
asked aaa af the aai a 
qaestioa, aad apaa bearing 
hit aaswer confidently 
strode tbreigh door 1 to 
ell in bis veaebar. 

Pater is of coarse too 
baty fa tall as hew ha 
worked oat which door to 
cheese. Da yea know how 
be worked it oat? 




Cotton to select extra Lions 


Rugby Union 


Fran Cotton, the Lions man- 
ager, intends raking a massive 
squad of 35 players on next 
year’s tour of South Africa, 
five more than the traditional 
touring party. 

Despite a 13-match pro- 
gramme, Cotton wants extra 
back-up on the spot in special- 
ist positions rather than frying 


“It is essential we are able to 
fieki sides oflfest-matcb strength 
throughout die tour,” said Cot- 
ton, who has just returned from 


a 10-day fact-finding trip to 
South Africa. “Out intention is 
to match the World Cup hold- 
ers in every facet of the game.” 

Another break with tradition 
is that the squad will be named 
at the end of March, rather than 
on the mid-March weekend 
when the Five Nations ends. 

Phfl de Glanvflle is set to re- 
turn after a thigh injury ruled him 
out of last Saturday's England 
match against Argentina. He 
has been named in the Bath side 
for the start of their defence of 

don^Irish^Bi the ^eereation 
Ground tomorrow. 


De Glanvflle's England col- 
league, stand-off Mike Catt 
misses the match. He has chest 
and riioulder injuries and eapects 
to be sidelined for three weeks. 
Richard Butland comes in. 

Referees are still talking with 
senior officials of the Vfelsh Rug- 
by Union in a last-ditch attempt 
to avert a boycott of fixtures tins 
weekend. 

Some leading matches look 
likely to go ahead, despite the 
strike by the Welsh Society of 
Rugby Union Referees over pay, 

bmtheprogrammestifliacesdeo- 
imation with the dispute far from 

being resolved 


Tibbs dismasted in heavy seas 


Sailing 


STUART ALEXANDER 

A new mast and rigringwasbe- 
ing shipped to Newie^anci last 
night after a yacht in the ama- 
teur-crewed BT Challenge was 
dismasted on the second leg of 
the round the world race. 

Chris Tibbs' Concert saw the 
85-foot mast break above the 
first “spreaders”, the cross trees 
through which the wire riming 
runs to hold up the mast None 
Of the 14 clew was injured, and 
with 20 feet of the mast re- 


maining it should be possible for 
the crew to fix a jury rig and set 
somesafl. 

The yacht is 1500 miles south 
and east of the Chatham Is- 
lands. and 420 miles from its 
destination, Wellington, where 
it should arrive by 31 Decem- 
ber. It has taken on 120 gallons 
of diesel from competitor Mo- 
torola and plans to take on more 
feel from Time & Tide today. 

Tibbs cut away the top sec- 
tion to prevent it doing any fur- 
ther damage, mid saved the 
middle section and the sails. The 

accident occurred in near gale - 


fbree winds and heavy seas, and 
the fact that the yacht was on 
Starboard tack may have accel- 
erated the fatigue. 

AH the other yachts have 
been checking for similar prob- 
lems, and third-placed Suno° 
Walker (Toshiba) has fopnd 
some damage. In "addition. 
3Com has had to refit if* 
forestay since it failed. Global 
Teamwork is doing the same 
and has backstay deterioration 
and a broken strand in the 1 otf- 
erstaiboard shroud. Laflnigh^ 
Heath insured also reported a 
broken forestay. . 
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sport 


BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS Rugby league’s transformation has inspired many volumes. Dave Hadfield.casts his eye over them 

Read all about it: the really stupid game 


! 

i 


No doubt about the publishing 
event of the year m Wigan. At 
die shop there that shifts more 
mgby ieagne literature than 
any other in the coumiy, the de- 
finitive' account of the local 
dub's unforgettable last IS 
years is outseliing even SoulSur- 
mvrs: The Wigan Casino Story. 

The Best Hors of Our Lives 
(Mainstream, £15.99) was a 
stray aching io be told and Paul 
Wilson, whochronided it for 
papers in the town before 
graduating to this one, was ide- 
ally placed to tell it He does 
so with great style- and in- 
aghUsd much so that it stands 
comparison with the account 
of the only comparable feat, 
Larry Writer’s magnificent 
Never Before, Never Again 
about the equally dominant St 
George ride of the 50s and 60s. 


If Wigan have been the great 
running story of the last de cade 
and a half, then the theme of 
the last year and a half has been 
Super League. TWo books tell 
another compelling tale from 
radically different perspectives. 

Simon Kelncr’s To Jerusalem 
and Back (Macmfllan, £14.99) 
is a heartfelt testament from a 
league traditionalist which is at 
its best reflecting on the past 
rather than reading the runes 
of the future. 

Rw the blow-bybkwv account 
of how it all happened, read 
Mike Caimans Super Trmffur- 
The Inside Story (Ironbark, 


£1499). This is a remarkably 
even-handed recounting of a tan- 
gled tale, especially considering 
that the author is a News Ltd 
jounnBsL it was written at half- 
time m the battle^ wiffi the 

Aust ralian Rugby Tj*aqm> grill 

ahead on the scoreboard, so an 
updated edition is being pre- 
pared In the meantime, this oof 
is quite revealing enough- ' . 

The Rugby League's one- 
time archivist, Robert Gate, is 
another with strong views cm 
events over the last couple of 
years. His foreword to The 
Struggle for the Ashes JH ( RE 
Gate; £12.99) is a baulecry for 


a U those who believe that the 
game and the best of its her- 
itage have been sold down the 
river. The book itself is an up- 
date of his admirable 1984 
tome, completely re-illustrated 

and thoroughly timely in view 
of the continuing dislocation of 
the tradition of Ashes series. 

Super League also rears its 
bead in my own latest foray into 
editing and writing, XU1 Worlds 
(Mainstream, £14.99), but so 
does much ebe. This is less a fac- 
tual account of rugby league's 
fortunes around the globe than 
a stiff at the atmosphere of the 

game in its various settings.! be- 


lieve - but then 1 would - that 
h is worth buying for Harry 
Edgar's tmismgs on his beloved 
France alone. Hard core Fran- 
cophiles might also try to track 
down Jacques-of- all-trades 
LomsBonneiy’s2>Rt®£yfl^3Zr 
(Cano & Franck, 2tiOF, about 
£30). It is expensive at current 
exchange rates, although not 
much more than a round of 
drinks in the environs of the 
Chariety Stadium, and it is, not 
surprisingly, in French, but it » 
a veritable treasure-trove. 

One of the heartening fea- 
tures of the publishing scene 
over the last few years has been 


the vigorous activity of London 
Lea gu e Publications. The Sin 
Bin (LLP, £5.95) is amusing 
enough to qualify as that hardy 
annual, the idea] stocking- filler. 
Their guide to the grounds, the 
splendidly-titled/ Wouktn 't Start 
pom Here (LLP. £5) is also well 
worth having, although the Lon- 
don Broncos' move from The 
Valley has already rendered 
that section out of date. 

The mighty Australian mag- 
azine, Rugby League Week, cel- 
ebrated its quarter century last 
year and Rugby League Week: 
25 Sensational Wars (Harper 
Sports, £16.50) is probably the 


best means of recalling how 
events during that period 
looked at the tune. 

Also from Australia, League 
of a Nation (ABC, £13 JO) is a 
stimulating cofledioo of writings 
on the game, often from sur- 
prising viewpoints. Tkfee this for 

an opening paragraph, for in- 
stance: *Tboiban (by which the 
writer, Sydneyayte means rug- 
by league] is stupid. It’s really, 
reaDv stapad. IPs utterly stupid. 
How can I be so sore? Because 
that's exactly why the people 

wbo go to watch football like it. 

If it was any less stupid they 
wouldn't watch it." Discuss. 


The indefatigable compilers 
of Rothmans Rugby League 
Yearbook, had a problem this 
year, what to do with that 
best-forgotten, misbegotten fi- 
nal winter season. Their solu- 
tion has been to produce a 
slimmer than usual volume to 
cover the 1996 season (Head- 
line, £16.99) with the magnum 
opus on the first Super League 
season to follow m the new 
year. 

To some extent, the equal- 
ly tenacious chaps at League 
Express have beaten them to it. 
bringing out their Super League 
'96 (League Publications, 
£1199), covering the season up 
to and including the ill-fated- 
tour of New Zealand, in time 
fra Christinas. It was a rush job 
- and in places that shows - but 
a mighty effort all the same. 


Faldo opts 
for military 
precision 


Golf 


att 

A[ 


ANDY FARRELL 

There is not much, doubt what 
is the focus of Nick Faldo’s at- 
tention for next year. And in do- 
ing everything he can to realise 
that ambition, he is even mak- 
ing sure his eyes see it the 
same way. 

Asked for his highlight of 
1996, the US Masters champ- 
ion said: “Obviously, winning 
the US Open." He postscript- 
ed his correction with: “That's 
given the game away." 

Faldo has already won three 
Open championships to go with 
his three US Masters green 
jackets and has made no secret 
of his desire to add the next 
: prestigious crown. He will 
tave played next year's US 
Open venue. Congressional, 
near Washington, several times 
before teeing up on 12 June. 

The 1997 season for Faldo 
started last week at his Florida 
base at Lake Nona. An inteu- . 
sive week on the practice range 
with his coach, David Lead- _ 
better, was matched with an 
equally strenuous- wort-out- - 
regime in the gym. He has also 
seen an eye doctor who help® 
array SWAT personnel. 

"Combat golfer, that’s me,” 
Faldo said. "Your eyes can be 
out of alignment but you can do 
exercises to line them up. It’s 
mainly for putting and it could 
explain why I was regularly 
missing putts short left." 

Despite an important birth- 
day landmark next summer. 


Faldo has not lost any of his 
hunger for success. “I pushed 
hard at 30 for the Open and at 
40 I'm still pushing hard for the 
US Open. I'm not going to sit 
back. I would hate to think that 
I could have tried harder. 

"That's why I’m brutalising 
myself in the gym. I’m really 
working hard and enjoying it- 1 
don’t want to get bigger, it's all 
flexibility." 

After Christmas at home, 
Faldo starts his season in Cali- 
fornia before journeying to 
Australia for the Johnny Walk- 
er Classic at the end of January. 
Then it is the US lour all the 
way until after the US Open. 

Discovering Open champions 
of the fixture is what the Nick 
Faldo Junior Series will be hop- 
ing to do. Promising amateurs 
of 17 years of age and under 
from Great Britain and Ireland 
will play in five regional order 
of merits to qualify fora grand 
final at the Forest of Arden. 

Faldo, who is initially under- 
writing the venture with 
£100,000, said: "Sometimes I 
wish I could turn hack the dock 
and set out on a professional ca- 
reer witir -all the knowledge I 
have accumulated in 20 years on 
tour. The next best thing is to 
pass on all that information to 
the next generation. 

"Starting something like this 
can only be a benefit Sport is 
being recognised more as a ca- 
reer. When 1 told my careers ad- 
viser that I wanted to be a golfer, 
he said only one in 10 thousand 
make it I said: ‘Okay, I’ll be that 
one’.” 



Record for Hickman 


9 


Swimming 




M 


James Hickman broke his own 
British short course record on 
the opening day df the Winter 
Championships in Sheffield yes- 
terday. The 20-year-old, wbo 
reached the final of the 200m 
in Atlanta, took 0.26sec off his 
100m mark in the 25-metre 
pooL clocking 5330 in his heat 
to better the time he set ia 
Gelsenkirchen in February. 

Karen Pickering celebrated 
her 25th birthday by reaching 


Vegas date 
for Lewis 

Boxing 

Oliver McCall was conspicuous 
by his absence at a news con- 
ference in New York on Wed- 
nesday to officially announce his 
World Boxing Council heavy- 
weight title fight with Britain's 
Lennox Lewis on 7 February in 
Las Vegas. 

McCall was involved in re- 
ports of vandalism and disor- 
derly conduct in Nashville, 
Tennessee, on Sunday, but 
Lewis's handlers on boih sides 
of the Atlantic, Main Events 
and London’s Panes Eliandes, 
suspected there could be prob- 
lems after a New Jersey judge 
removed Don King’s right to 
promote the tight for extend- 
ing the date beyond the dead- 
line. 

Lewis said: "You have to 
think about McCall's behav- 
iour. Hopefully they can con- 
trol him enough to be there on 
7 February. They were able to 
control him when he fought in 
London last time. What's stop- 
ping them this time?" 

The former champion’s pro- 
moters have thought about a 
replacement opponent should 
McCall not make the Las Ve- 
gas date for any reason. It is be- 
lieved that Croatia’s European 
title holder Zeljko Mavrovjc is 
wailing in the wings. ? 


the 200m freestyle final with the 
fastest time. The Ipswich swim- 
mer, troubled by a back injury 
sustained in a recent car acci- 
dent, clocked 2 m i n 00.99sec. 

Susan Rolph, a double gold 
medallist at last week's Euro- 
pean Short-course Champion- 
ships in Germany, will not be 
fined for her withdrawal even 
though she will compete for her 
French dub, Clichy, on Sunday. 
The Amateur Swimming Asso- 
ciation has effectively granted 
Rolph dispensation because of 
the death of her grandmother. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FootbaB 

7.45 unless stated 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Southend v 

SECOND WVtSJON 

Crowe « Notts Corny (7.30) 

Pem ti oio m ti v Burafay 

Shrewsbury v Wafts* 

THIRD DIVISION 

OofcMster v Cambridge Utd 

Northampton v Hereford. 


ON VAUXHAa CONFERENCE 
Stoughvj 


Norths** v Southport 

IC1S LEAGUE Premier DfauioK' PlflflWt v 
Aytestmty. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier DM- 
slorc WattOfi v Wrtwnam. 

HARP LAGEH NATIONAL LEAGUE OF tHE- 
lA»PwnteDMriorcl>Jndrtv^ 

St Pa tort's AtMaoc v Ufwwstty Cottage 
Dublin: snonoumev Cork City. 

Rugby League 

FRIENDLY!: Batieyv VSsneuw (730). 

Other sports 

EQUESTRIANISM: Otympta ChomptonsWDS 
(Kensington. London). 

POOL: Mosconi Cup NWJ-BaflChBtoiflK Eu- 

nope v USA (Dagenham). 

SWIMMING: ASA NaUorerf Winter Champton- 
snips (Sheffield). 


TODAY’S 
NUMBER 

25,000 

The number of pounds that 
Falkirk FC have been fined for 
fielding an ineligible player, 
John Clark, In a game against 
St Mitten earlier ibis season. 
They have also been ordered to 
replay the match. 


McGahan 
to leave 
Leeds 

Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FIELD 


Hugh McGahan is to leave his 
job as football manager at 
Leeds to return to his home- 
town of Auckland. 

McGahan. who was ap- 
pointed as the right-hand man 
to the club’s coach, Dean Bell, 
18 months ago, is to become 
the marketing manager for 
Super League m New Zealand. 

*Tt has been a tough decision 
for me to make, but I feel that 



Nigel Coupe, on Europe K, rides high hi the Christmas Cracker Accumulator event at Olympia yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Whitaker enjoying purple patch 


Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Olympia 

John Whitaker gave the Virtu- 
al Village team their third win 


on Quick Star. They are part 
of a sponsorship deal (which 
also includes Michael Whitak- 
er and Geoff Bfllington) that 
is worth more than £lm to the 
four riders. 

al village team their unrd win James Fisher was another 
of the Olympia Show Jumping contestant to gain a dear-cut vic- 
ChamoionshiDS yesterday af- tory yesterday when he rode 


Championships yesterday 
ternoon, when he rode Welharn 
to win the P & O Events Christ- 
mas Cracker Accumulator by a 
comfortable margin of almost 
five seconds. He defeated the 
Essex rider, John Renwick, on 
Roundstreet Charlie. 

Whitaker had won here on 
Wednesday night with Gran- 
nusch, a few hours after Nick 
Skelton (also one of the pur- 
ple-jacketed V.V. team) scored 


Athletics 

Ethiopian runners compete In Ihe Bupa 
County Durham International Cross- 
eoaniy next week after the International 
Amateur Athletic federation resolved a 
cash rmv. The Ethiopian Athletics Feder- 
ation had Imposed a ban on their ath- 
letes attantfing meetings because they 
wanted a iar&r cut of appearance fees. 

Basketball 

NBA: Ctoobnd 99 New Jewry KU ktfana ICC 
Orlando 95 (ott: Dmft 1 12 NwrYork 7BjlA 
Lafcers ill Mftrautee 105; Dener9S Sacra- 
irerts 79: Phoenr 114 Wastilnfjwi 107; Sea- 
Tie 106 Portland 102; Golden Sna 123 
MtnnaBQ(a96. 

Cricket 

Gtomoi^nhavetBratedthefymerDer- 

byshue fast bowler Bank Griffith as sup- 
port for their Pakistan Test playerYtetjar 
■ tourtis. Griffith, 28, was reteased by Der- 
byshire at the end of the summee 
Adam Bacher, a 23-year-oW nephew of 
United Cricket Board of South Africa 
managng director Afi Bacher, has been 
called up for South Africa's first wo 

home Tests against India. He replaces 
Jonty Rhodes. 

ENDIAN SQUAD Mo tour SooOi Africa end 
Wtost mdtes): S Tendulkar leapt), A Humble 
Mra-capd. M Aztwuddin, P Dftmmant, R 
Dravtd. D Ganeah. S Ganguly. D Johnson, S 
Sana Kerim, 1 W5 laonsn. N Manga, VPtead. 

v RbJu.W Raman, V Ranora. JSrmmh. 
TOUR MATCH (MbopraOx Art dev of tart 
Victoria 354 (G vmvanl 133, 0 Berry 50; H 
McLean 5-48). 

TQUR MATCH (Hobart: drat day of tour): 
FStettan 299 (SMM AMI SO. MusWar 
Aimed 65; Sham Young T-64); Tasmana 
73 fori. 

SHBrELDSHELDCFkstdayorron^eria- 
nm: New South wales 190 IS Waugh 55: 
A Rebel B-56); Queensland 69 for 2. 

Football 

Hibernian have failed in a first attempt 
to bringthe Clyde striker Eddie Armand 

to Easter ftodd, but their caretalus man- 
ager Jocfry Scott is ready to Increase 
his after to tend the 23-ysv-oU 9S he 
tries BO cfinch the Hibs Job on a per- 
manent basis. Armand has scored 16 
goals this season for Clyde. 

Croat international Darko Butorwic 
has stghed a four-year contract with me 
ftwtuaiese champions Porto, a dufi 
source said. Ihe dub has already paid 


eight year-old Renville to win the 
Beeton Rumford Christmas Pud- 
ding Stakes, defeating William 
Funnell on Comex by 2.63sec. 

Fisher bought Renville in the 
Netherlands four years ago and 
the bay gelding, who has won 
about 20 contests this year, has 
so fordone everything that has 
been asked of him. "He’s natu- 
rally quick over a fence so you 
can expect to do a good time 


with him, but I still didn't realise 
he was that much quicker than 
Comex," Fisher said. 

The mare Bowriver Queen, 
who won the dosing Grand Prix 
at the Horae of the Year Show 
in October, will be Fisher's 
mount in tomorrow's Volvo 
World Cup qualifier. 

John Whitaker on Welham 
and Nick Skelton on Dollar Girl 
(both with their new Virtual Vil- 
lage prefixes) are bound to start 
at shorter prices on The Tbte. 

Olympia, celebrating its 25th 
anniversary, has a total of 19 
sponsors and the show (by far 
the best of the British indoor fix- 
tures) goes from strength to 
strength. By contrast Hickstead, 
where the major outdoor shows 


SPORTING DIGEST 


a Transfer fee of $300,000 (£187,000) 
to Croatia's HadjuK Split. 

Three days after being banned lb* six 
European Cup games m head-butting 
Porto's Jorge costa a month ago, the 
MBan striker Georgs Wteah made a pub- 
lic apology through Fife. 

The former Brazil coach, Tele Santana, 
who has been out of soccer for almost 
a year because of flWheshh, wffl be the 
new coach of Paimeinas. Santana, who 
coached Bram at the 1982 and 1986 
Wbrtd Cups, was forced to abandon Ws 
job with S5o Paulo early this year be- 
cause Of health problems. 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Ha- 
Arraagad Mmk Itie 11 Me V«K * WaE 
ta» tflm 19 NoJ). Tub 11 Marr Chester v 
Toiqusy (pom 4 An). 

WTSWATIONAL FHRNDiy (Mama): Brad 
1 (Ronaldo 67) Bosnia 0. 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS; World Cup 

Group sac Malta o Spam 3. Coo-cota 
Powth-rauad replay: Southamcmn 3 Oxftad 
Z SttxHpon 2.WBS Ham 1. FA CaiMng Pn- 
mferttiir. Sheffield Wednesday l Manches- 
ter U rated x. Nationwide FmUmN LMtfm 
Font DW*Jmk West Bran 5 Nonricfi 1 Sec- 
dnd2NiMMEMtfuetO Luton 1 BefTsSca- 
Osti League First Dtvtswn: AMne 0 St 
Jehn3tone X B ere Scout* League Pro- 
nler DMaiocc P omt po n ed: DuntemHne v 
Celtic- FA Youdi Cup second-round replay: 
Quean's PorK Hangars 1 Bristol tacts 0. 
SpeMuf CfeaOeoge Cop querter-ffoafc 
MonKam6e.3StafytK(p30tt0.DrMKteM 

nfer DMstorc 


Newport AFC1 
Cheltenham ' 5. Southern DMsfcm: Si 
Leonards Stamcroft 3 Dartford 1 Urdbond 
UMM Cup third round: Knowing Great 
KtanMXXl 2. UnttHM FhstDMsIanCupsec- 
t farsiey 1 StochAridpe 2. Wia- 

Kent UMgH Frtt DMsfoa; 

Sheppay 2 Deal 1 Jeweon Wusex laaguK 
Totsan 0 5. Nodfacm Cetsrtlo* Eact 

Langue Cup ftW mud: HtilRoadlPtCK- 
ermg 1 feet). North West CoeMlesLa«|M 
Rnt DMsIor: Portpoe«£ St H^erevtaX- 
er OM Boys. J taW B Eastern tcNgw Pie- 
mfer Dhtefom Sudbury Towi 2 Woodbndga 
LScrewfc Direct League Prowltr DMrtorc 
Postponed: BiWmeun v Caine. Moths 
1 — preudar DhMqk Leeds 3 Man- 
chaster Utd 3 (fflHaflfent Town); Tranmare A 
Noafranam Forest 2. Fh*t DWston: Bmcii- 
pool OCowifliy 0: MKfcnesfiroupi 4 Fon vac 
1; Sundortand 1 Preacr 1 fat Durtiam Cfty), 
Portp n n H; Aston VBovShefaeM Utd. Soc- 
ond DMstaRWftBham 0 Rcttetwn^ I; VPrh 
2 Shmnlwry 1- Leapm Cup Qrtav iw 
BameSy 2 Scarborough 0. Avon lno urenca 
CumM na Uon fm HMor Bournemouth 
2 Queen’s Path Rangars 5; Brignon 2 
Portsmouth 2r Brinol Rwen 0 Tottenham 2 


Mt feta Town); Notwich 1 Chefcee 2: Swansea 

1 Charlton 2. 1 saw of Wstes: Caenws 0 
Connah's Quw 2; Cemaes Bw 1 RM 1; Qjn- 
wyO Ponhmadngl; EbtwVOn 4 Carmarthen 
O; Hohwei 1 Csemartbn -J.' Wafchpooi 4 
FenyO. Dutch Ua«ia: Fosenaord 1 Roda 
JC KeilaadeO; Portuna Smord 5 MAC Brads 

2 . HaBan Cop Quarter-final second lag: 
t m emaaorala 1 Juverans 1 lofig J-ll. Asian 
Cup Se n dUV urts (Abu Phab» Unfled Arab 
Emmas l Kuhni 0; SauS Arabia 0 hen 0 
ISauBAnUa win 4-3 on penal- 

Oolf 

Australia vHB host the Presidents Cup 
between the United States and the Rest 
of the World In 1998, the Australasian 
PGA Tour said yesterday. The venue for 
the tournament has yet to be chosen. 

Ice hoefcay 

NHL: Buftdo 5 Tampa Bay& NYfoMSA 4 Lac 
Angetes 0; Date 3 Omcsod 2 tert); CototEdo 4 
Edmonton 4 (ort). New Jeney 2 Vancouver L 
Dem* 3 Colawy 3 fofl. 

Motor racing 

ttaSai tBam Minardi have si©ied Japan- 
ese driwr Ut^o Katayana for the 1097 
season. Katayama, 33, who had been 
with Britain's Tyrrell team since 1393, 
takes up his new role on 7 January. 

RBgby Union 

Richard Turner, 28, the former AH 
Black badriMu; has sifted for Wfen. 

EMERGING WALES SQUAD (v USA I 
Rodnay Psrada, M sspnrt; lJnnqi): I 
lor fSwaraua), M Back ISwransaa), H 
(Bndgand). 6 Ewans (Llanoli), N DaviM 


are held, has suffered a major 
setback with the news that Silk 
Cut win no longer be sponsor- 
ingthe Derby meeting. 

This year BBC television 
transmitted six hours and 20 
minutes of the action from 
Hickstead, with the SQk Cut 
Deity as its principal attraction. 
It is hoped that lotteiy money 
or a new sponsor will plug the 
gap left by the departing com- 
pany, whose contribution in- 
cluded £135,000 in prize-money 
for tbe Derby alone. 

Joanna Jackson, winner of 
three gold medals at this year's 
FaraiympicGames, received the 
British Equestrian Writers’ Tro- 
phy having been voted eques- 
trian personality of the year. She 


tEMNNB PROIESaaNAL RAMQN6S (Bsttti 
UrtMnsMBdtlSHoKWy. 2JVBg0ra.3RCrS«i- 
ban. 4 M J tMOams, 5 K Doharty. 6 J Puma. 
7 N Bond, 8 A Rotwdoux (Cm). 9 POxtoa 10 
A McManus. 

Sumo 

Steve Bateman, 31, from Derby, won 
the bronze medal in the 115kg class 
at the amateur World Championships 
In Tbkyo. Pateman beat wrestlers from 
Ranee. Russia, Puerto Rfoo. Austria and 
Taiwan before losing to a Japanese op- 
ponent in the sern-flnaL. In the team 


was a member of the victorious 
British equestrian team in At- 
lanta as well as winning the two 
individual contests in her grade. 

Jackson, a single arm am- 
putee, is helping to run the vil- 
lage post office at Cullompton 
in Devon for her mother and 
grandfather, who are both ill. 
But she took a day off yester- 
day to come to Olympia and re- 
ceive her award. 

OLVMraSHOWWJUMmCCHAMnONSMFSc 
P a O Em*» OMUn— CacMrUw n b. 
toe 1 Victual VJsgB WetaRi U Whotof. CEO 
36gts. -tl.J9wc: 2 RmxtowmCT ClHrte U Bmv 
w«h. D» 3a *8. AU 3 D*no 006 (L McNwm- 
Mardb. Svrt) 36. 47.6$. Baaton RunlSnf 
CMrtmM nddku Stahac 1 ReftwAo U Fub- 
Cr, GUI dH r. 48J5;2 Oumex (W FimnrtL (SI 
dear. 50,73; 3 Lora Ron* Broca tTAnwy IB 
Pbssoa WcHar. 5L7& Brtdtfi Etprartilgn w»- 
«*■ wonts: BEWA ttopby (aqoMOxiM par- 
l o n W Hy of tfta yur); 1 n&san. VMwi 
l >«tch a l or Troptw (o ultf i Wia yosoa rtdwp 
E Taytor. Uzrta Dudden Trophy (major cotv 
Wbtrtor to oqouil ao aporp: C Stfofteto. 


event. Great Britain beat Bulgaria but 
lost to Mongolia m the second round. 

Tennis 

A Hamburg court yesterday dfsmissed 
a dva suit Bed by Moruca Seks a^mst 
the Gentian fenres Federation over her 
1993 stabbfig, Seles was seeking £93 
mrifon in damages for lost income af- 
ter the attaA btemaig the German fed- 
eration far tack of security. The court 
dismissed the case and ordered Seles 
to pay costs. Setes said the attack, which 


taan, whose partnership with 
Bell failed to produce the 
goods during a first Super 
League season at Hcadingley. 

"He will be sadly missed by 
everyone at Heamngley. not 
least by myself,” Bell said. 
“He has been a big support to 
me during what have been ex- 
tremely difficult times and his 
contribution to the chib should 
not be underestimated." 

There will be no decision on 
how the management structure 
at Leeds will be re-organised 
until after the departure of Mc- 
Gahan, a former New Zealand 
captain, early in the New Year. 

Also on the move is one of 
the key men at the Rugby 
League's headquarters, the 
coaching and Academy exec- 
utives; John Rear. 

Kear, the man who also 
led Paris St-Gezxnain away 
m the danger of relegation 
during a period on loan to 
them last season, is joining 
Sheffield Eagles as football ex- 
ecutive. 

He will link up there with 
Eagles’ new coach, PhD Larder, 
with whom he has worked at 
international level. “I have 
had job offers in the past, but 
this one was too good to turn 
down," Kear said. "Phil and I 
are doennined to take the dub 
to the top." 

Tbe League’s chief execu- 
tive, Maurice Lindsay, paid 
tribute to Rear’s work in es- 
tablishing the Academy as a 
thriving sector within the game. 
A decision on Rear’s successor 
is bang delayed until the British 
Amateur Rugby League Asso- 
ciation responds to proposals 
for unification, as this will have 
a major bearing on the future 


a major oeanng t 
scope of the job. 
The British 


and French 
board members of the Rsris club 
are to meet tomorrow in an at- 
tempt to resolve the question of 
who will run it next season. 


sidelined her for 27 months, had ev- 
en rise to psychological problems. 
Jane Wood, the British No 7 from Mid- 
dlesex, beat Entiy Bond of Glouces- 
tershire 2-6, 6-3, 6-2 in thermal of the 
BTWA Christmas tournament at Queen's 
Club, London, yesterday. 


SSra&ZO-TKueranp (CM U D Starwood 


rG» B-3M 6-4. 

■ TuyiSS 7-69-1 
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SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Di 


CLKieS: rapl). N Beotqw (UGrtM). 8 Wwtt 
(PompttM, J LtmiM (POTytmO. PJoi* [tav 
Liravi. (COrtOT/S drawer (Nippon), 
H Hraria* (HatiMpmsl, H Sbm (Bridgend). N 
Eynoo (Ponfr®«M), S John tUanedi. gJenfc. 
km Orereea), B Wfeai (Nnth). L Muttoe 
(CsrctlT). L Jonaa (CerdWl. c Qutnaea (ftttv 
momn. P AmoM (Swansea). A ttfafaa OJaneq, 
N Thom*# (Bath), G Wyatt OJaneOn, S Moure 
Ownsea). 


AiwrtpTbmba.tretripteOiyrnpfc cham- 
pion, has pulled out of his hone World 
Cup riant slalom meetts in naiyonSur- 


dajL.flawK injured during training on b 
gaderkiOaoberandfeasa recurrence 
on the demanding Alta Bad la couse. 

Snooker 

Raul Hunter has been maided the sec- 
ond and final ufld cad to chaflenge the 
iwrttetop 16 for the Benson ardHetges 
Masters tide at Wenfoley next Ffebru®* 


| Around the resorts | 
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SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 160+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 

0891333110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-qtance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0807 500 601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow -by fax. 

CaH SKIFAX -the sld foots: 
0897 300 301 


SKfCODES 


For a fox Bstof 180+ 
resort codes: 

0990 100 843 

Oriig<aMrare»wailW^I ta H» n iM45t>tiwMraMfaraa»C^»fH17S»BtatOTi3^‘f»BlW3W»ic»awrUiBliato-rtBriinKCa»13g^ 





Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 13 
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Whitaker’s purple patch 

Genevieve Murphy reports on show 
jumping's festive event, page 27 
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Living with a legacy 

Phil Shaw looks at Frank Clark’s 
attempt to follow Clough, page 26 



Pearce poised to take Forest job 


Football 

CLIVE WHITE 


Stuart Pearce, the former Eng- 
land captain, was last night of- 
fered the thankless task.of 
trying to rescue Not tingh a m 
Fores from their perilous po- 
sition at the foot of the Pre- 
miership tabic. Following the 
resignation of Frank Clark late 
the previous evening, the 34- 
year -old Forest skipper has 

been given 24 hours to decide 
whether he will accept the role 
of caretaker manager. No one 
expects him to refuse. 


Clark himself backed the 
board's decision to offer the job 
to Pearce, who has often ex- 
pressed a desire to go into 
management when his playing 
days are over. living Korn, the 
chairman, said that Clark’s as- 
sistant. Alan Hill, would assume 
administrative duties. 

“Tt*s a wise decision by the 
board and I’m certain the play- 


ers will get a lift from it," Clark 
said “Ifbe decides to accept I'm 
sure heU get things going, I can’t 
believe any Nottingham Forest 
fans will be disappointed by the 
decision-" 

They may, however, have 


mixed feelings about Clark's de- 
cision to go. The success he 
brought to the club, upon suc- 
ceeding Brian Clough as man- 
ager three and a half years ago 
-jtseifan unenviable task -was 
beyond the wildest dreams of 
most rational Forest supporters 
bur it has dissolved this season 
against a background of im- 
prudent spending by Clark and 
a takeover battle which has 
rumbled on and on, leaving him 
financially hamstrung. 

Much of Clark's troubles 
stemmed from die sale of Stan 
Coliymore to Liverpool for 
£&5m in the summer of last year 


-a transfer whidihe did his best 
to resist - and it was ironic that 
that player's brace of goals in 
die 4-2 defeat of Forest at An- 
field on Tuesday should pre- 
cipitate Clark's resignation, 
which was reluctantly accepted 
at an emergency board meeting 
on Wednesday night. It left the 
dub three points adrift at the 
bottom of the table without a 
league win since the opening 
day of the season 16 games ago 
- a Premier League record. 

“You could say the Liverpool 
game was the final straw,” Gaik 
said, describing his decision to 
go as the lowest point in his 


career. “I saw certain warning 
signs in that display. I didn’t 
want to hang around until fhw 


r i X HArtAl Uit-Y 

jthe players] lost faith in me. 
That would have been a fas- 
ter for the dub." 

His decision echoed the scq- 
thneats of Ray Harford, who re- 
cently chose to quit as manager 
of Blackburn Rovers for the 
good of the dub, since when the 
Lancastrians’ fortunes have re- 
vived - to Forest’s cost 

Td just about nut out of 
things to do, so I’ve done the ul- 
timate," Clark said. Tm re- 
signing in the heme that it w31 
give the team a short-term lift 


I didn’t want to bang on until 
they [the new owners] came in. 
There could have been anoth- 
er five or six games played by 
then and it might have been too 
late. It’s vital now that the team 
gets a couple of wins. If they do 
rt will transform the picture." 

Both rival consortiums had 
offered their public support 
for Clark but rumours to the 
contrary about his position had 
persisted, making Clark tin- 
eas. Only tbs week he said that 
he felt like a turkey with Christ- 
mas approaching; everyone was 
readying themselves for a good 
time save for the turkey. Clark 


leaves with his dignity and rep- 
utation intact and his -name 
has already been put forward as 
a front-runner tor the Man- 
chester Gly job. He said he had 
received some “speculative of- 
fers" and was keen to get back 
into management. 

As for Pearce, few young 
men could go into manage- 
ment with greater backing. A 
bigger cretwd favourite it is hard 
to imagine, be it at dub or in- 
ternational leveL "If he doesn't 
accept we'll think again," Korn 
said. “Bnt 1 believe that Stuart, 
being the type of person he is, 
will accept the challenge." 


United 
offered 
Batistuta 
for £13m 


ALAN NIXON 


FIRST TEST: Atherton falls early as his tourists make a damp start to their pursuit of Zimbabwe's imposing total 


England ground 
down by Flower 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Bulawayo 
Zimbabwe 376 
England 48-1 


One of the features of this tour 
has been the coach David 
Lloyd's remorseless search for 
the positive aspects of Eng- 
land's play. As this has so far cen- 
tred on the sub-atomic,asesaon 
here, an over there, England’s 
coach would have needed some- 
thing akin to an electron mi- 
croscope to find anything good 
about yesterday’s rain short- 
ened day, especially after Andy 
Rower’s century has made Zim- 
babwe's position in this first 
Test a virtually impregnable one. 

It was a resolute performance 
from the elder Flower, who with 
the help of a usdul tail, took Zim- 
babwe's total to 376. A score that 
brought differing responses from 
the nvai camps, with Lloyd feel- 
ing it was: “A bonus and man- 
ageable on a smashing batting 
pitch," while Flower felt it to be: 
“A reasonable enough total to put 
England under pressure, with the 
leggic [Paul StrangJ beginning to 
do things as the rough on the 
pitch spreads." 

On such a slow playing sur- 
fac e, however, neither view can 
be totally discounted, although 
England’s is by far the more op- 
timistic considering their recent 
batting form and the fact that 
they will have to bat last on a 
pitch already taking spin, albeit 
slowly. 

Once again there appeared 
little in it for the seazners, and 
not a great deal more for Eng- 
land’s two spinners, as Zim- 
babwe unhurriedly added to 
their overnight score. What 
turn there was. came from 
bowler's footholes and Rower 
spent a gritty 59 minutes in the 
nineties, as Phil Ibfnell probed 
and sifted (he rough outside 


the left-hander’s off-stump. 
Rower’s vigilance eventually- 
ended soon after lunch after he 
reverse swept the Middlesex 
spinner for three to bringup his 
hundred: a da ring wristy shot 
made almost regulation by the 
squash and hockey upbringing 
that is the norm for most white 
Zimbabweans. 

It was .the 28-year-old 
Rower's third Test century, and 
one he claimed gave him an ex- 
tra frisson, coming as it did 
against England, where he spent 
last summer coaching at Epsom 
CoDege and playing for East- 
bourne in the Sussex League. 
Unless a call to county cricket 
intervenes, he will be taking up 
summer residency in the Parks 
and the challenge of coaching 
Oxford University. That estab- 
lishment is not renowned for its 
tolerance of modem vulgarities 
such as the reverse sweep. 

Mind you the way England - 
Robert Croft excepted - have 
bowled generally, it was difficult 
to find a batsman under stress 
m any position, and for the most 
part. Zimbabwe’s tail-enders 
looked as untroubled as Flower. 
As in the first two sessions on 
Wednesday, England were far 
too short, particularly to Paul 
Strang, who gave an Alan 
Knott-like exhibition of upper 
cuts over the slips, as he and 
Flower added 79 for the seventh 
wicket. 

Strang, who has a Test cen- 
tury aginst Pakistan to his name. 


shots off the spinners and Croft 
who opened the day’s pro- 
ceedings with Darren Gough, 
was twice whacked for four as 
he strayed from Wednesday’s 
impeccable length. 

it was hereabouts that Eng- 
land looked totally bereft of 
ideas and only a smart catch by 
Phil Tufhell over his head, 
brought Strata’s cameo to an end 
as he chipped a slower full -toss 
from Chns SHvenvood to mid-on. 


With charcoal shaded thun- 
derclouds building dramatical- 
ly, Heath Streak played-on to 
MuUally, while Tufoell, at last 
settling into a rhythm, ac- 
counted for Flower, who, in at- 
tempting a deft sweep to leg, 

, fbr Alec StewarUo completed 
fine diving catch. Nick Kmg ht- 
siinDariy smartly pouched Hen- 
' ry Olonga at silty point a few 
balls later. 

As the air filled with the dis- 
tinctive smeD of rain peculiar to 
the drier parts of Africa. Eng- 
land began their innings in fad- 
ing light, a h ?»nriir?p made up 
fbr by the absence of Eddo 
Braudes, Zimbabwe’s mercur- 
ial swing bowler, who had gone 
over on his ankle the day before 
the Test 

While seam prevailed, Eng- 
land suffered few alarms but 
when the home side brought on 
a second Strang, Paul, for the 
first the seamer Bryan, he im- 
mediately got hiswnst-spinneis 
to grip. Whh the home side des- 
perate for a wicket before the 
rain set in. Strang -normally a 
looping leg-spinner - pushed 
one through to catch Atherton 
back on his crease, unable to get 
bat to ball. 

It was not the perhaps the 
most indisputable oflbws but it 
gave the home side the Slip 
they had wanted just a ball be- 
fore tea. As Atherton trudged 
off to the sole applause of a 
huge thunderclap, rain began to 
fall as both play and England’s 
riposte were suspended for the 
rest of the day. 

■ England and Pakistan have 
added their support to the idea 
of a world championship of 
Test cricket, a blueprint for 
which was unveiled by Matthew 
Engel, the editor of Wisden, in 
October and drew immediate 
praise from Ali Barber, the 
managing director of the Unit- 
ed Cricket Board of South 
Africa. 
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Thursday's Solntun 


unidiuuuuuuciuuRi 

D 13 0 H 0 H H D 
HIIE30I30E3 MHQSUDH 
BOiilflHLIClK 
□ana iduubq boqb 

□ G3Q0G1QCJE] 

DQDQHQL3 E3OWL30QQ 
he ran 

HL3SUC3DG3 BEUhHRQCl 
H 0 □ El a 0 u u 
DEED EH0CH3 QHEJE 
saQuraciHaw 
□□rannno HnraouHE 

□ 0HU00HU 
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ACROSS 

I Auction (o include represen- 
Miiw specimen (ti) 

5 Mnist quality found in since 
French clarcb, perhaps? (81 

v Son of round taking the form 
of a conference, we 
hear 1 .' (4-6'j 

ID Refusal to join American in- 
fuUigcnce |4| 

I I Singer about tu he seen in 
front nf posh ear |8j 

12. Had meal offered by hotel - 

il'.s natural (6) 

13 Fictional work brought hack 
from Uberantmergau (4) 

15 Oilers of superior accommo- 
dation evoking rude gasp, 
perhaps IS) 

IS Irritating sore needing time 
to improve? (81 

19 .American's behind outmoded 
expression of inafcmpt (4) 

-1 Workforce required hy a He- 
hritfaui island to) 


23 Medicinal preparation - un- 
wisely mention having 
opened tube? (8) 

25 Principal rirer ia Germany (4) 

26 Accepted practice in political 
assembly 1 10) 

27 Mean id have a single chest- 
nut? <3-5) 

28 Violent pangs occasioned by 
wrestling mines, we’re MU (6) 

DOWN 

2 Scene of contest will be in 
Square, naturally (51 

3 Crime concealed by atten- 
dant in minister's residence (V) 

4 Prepare to draw further inspi- 
ration from old well? (6) 

5 Situation in which we’re 
about to take flight? 1 9. 6) 

b Ceremonies offered hy Eng- 
lish divine in aneelkr fashion? 

, <S ' 

7 Material from Northern Ire- 
land? No. French j5) 



S Not exactly sitting tenants (9) 
14 Line of armoured cars? (4-5) 
lb Pilot's instrument you need 
to nodifv. inserting date (9) 
17 Untruthful person having 
right to join Catholic church 
IS) 

20 Sheet bearing advertising ma- 
teriel in Some requiring clari- 
fication (6) 

22 Bird originally found in 
Switzerland (5) 

24 Nobody's education started 
after twelve (2-3) 



Michael Atherton, the tourists’ captain, falls leg-before to the leg-spinner Paul Strang 
before rain halted England’s first innings yesterday Photograph: Allsport 

Zimbabwe’s fears over 
bowling are unfounded 


HENRY BLOFELD 


England's awful bowling on the 
first morning meant that it was 
always going to be a struggle for 
them to get back into this 
match, but at least it was a per- 
formance the bowlers bad got 
out of their system. 

But. far from it, for their 
bawling on the second morning 
was every bit as bad and had en- 
sured that England are going to 
have an enormous fight to save 
this first Test match against 
Zimbabwe. 

At the team meeting the 
night before the match one 
gathers that the Zimbabwean 
baaing was minutely examined. 
Strengths and weaknesses were 
identified and a plan of cam- 
paign was devised for each of 
the opposing batsmen. The 
bowlers were left in no doubt as 
to what they should do. 

Yet, in the event, they were, 
until Robert Croft began 
bowl so well on the first after- 
noon, afl of them unable to pro- 
duce. After the first day's play 


or before the start of the sec- 
ond they win surety have had an- 
other m eeting topic* the course 
of events when Zimbabwe con- 
tinued their innings. 

As it was, the bowling was at 
least as bad as it bad been on 
the first morning. Darren 
Gough was all over the place 
and not that fast either. One ball 
was short and wide and square 
cut, then followed a half-volley 
which was driven and after that 
came a couple the batsman 
bad no need to play a stroke at. 

Alan MuUally was dreadfuL 
In his first four overs the bats- 
men only had to play nine balls 
out of the 24. Chris SDver- 
woocTs line was better but he 

never looked like getting the ball 
past the bat and the Zimbab- 
weans who had gone into the 
match a trifle apprehensive at 
what England's faster bowlers 
might do to them, could scarce- 
ly believe their luck. 

It was the most depressing 
performance which led one to 
the inescapable conclusion that 

the seam bowlers are simpty not 

up to it. 


This time England were not 
saved by spin. Croft, who was 
driven and pulled for fours in 
the second over of the day, did 
not bowl as weD as he bad done 
on Wednesday. At the other 
end, Fh3 Tufadl did not, to start 
with, pitch the ball up enough. 
He should have been trying to 
bring the batsmen on to the 
front foot to drive. 

The last ball of the day before 
rain brought thing s to a halt was 
another sad reflection. The 
Zimbabwean leg spinner. Paul 
Strang, was always going to be 
the danger man for England 
and Mike Alhertoo, of all peo- 
ple, made a bad mistake. 

He played back and not for- 
ward to a leg spinner who was 
pushing foe ball through and 
bowling to a full length and he 
was trapped leg-before. One 
had hoped that India’s Anil 
Kumbie had taught that lesson 
to England’s batsmen. 

Athertons dismissal was a se- 
rious psychological blow and it 
looks increasingly as if the re- 
sult of this match lies in Strang's 
spinning fingers. | 


iiSfe 


Manchester United are being 
offered the Argentine World 
Cup player Gabriel Batistuta _ 
for a little matter of £1 3m. 

Alex Ferguson. (lie United 
manager, has been sounded 
out by agents working for the 
Fiorentioa forward, who head- 
ed the ScrieA scoring chans last 
season. Batistuta wants to come 
to England at the end of this 
season, and United will moni- 
tor his progress. 

The Fcycnoord chairman, 
Jorien van den Herik. is to 
contact Celtic today to discuss 
“the conditions" for buying 
Pierre van Hooijdonk. The 27- 
year-old Dutch striker's rift 
with the club has apparently 
reached breaking point. ^ 
Two more French players wa )' 
to join ArscnaL The full-back 
Jerome Bonnissel wants to leave 
the Spanish club Deportho La 
Coruna to work with Aisenc 

Alan Shearer, David Seaman, 
Gary Neville, Pater Schmej- 
chej and Steve McManaman 
have been selected fora squad 
representing Europe to play 
Africa in Lisbon next month 
in a match to promote anti- 
rarism. The squad is select- 
ed by Germany’s coach Betti 
Vogts and the former Dutch 
coach, Rinns Michels. 

Wenger, while the international 
midfielder Claude Maket<3£ is un- 
happy at Nantes, claiming Arse- 
nal and Chelsea have both 
expressed an interest. 

Southampton have suffered a 
major blow with news that their 
defender Jason Dodd musL un- 
dergo a knee operation to repair 
a damaged cartilage. The former 
England Under-21 inlcrnatir>] 
a] has been suffering knee trou- 
ble for the past two months. 

West Bromwich Albion are 
set to strengthen their injury-hit 
squad by signing the Notts 
Co untv central defender Shaun 
Murphy for £500.000. 

Bolton Wanderers yesterday 
completed the signing of the ex- 
perienced Sheffield Wednes- 
day midfield player. John 
Sheridan. They have agreed to - 
pay £180,000 for the Republic 
of Ireland international and 
Wednesday will receive a further 
£25,000 if Bolton are promoted 
J unmho is doubtful for Mid- 
dlesbrough's match at Blackburn 
tomorrow. The Brazilian has not 
fully recovered from an ankle in- 
jury he received at Aston Villa 
three weeks ago. Emerson will 
definitely play after coming 
through a reserve game. 

Newcastle’s new home tm 
the moot, page 6 



Bulawayo scoreboard 


** W f « C 1 ’Mint t jxjsj UJum. LorAu E 14 5DL. praU<s l * Mem CWow Pres. Si 

r-itiA 4131 L,.-':.- Him Ilalont, Ncwpjrcn. UWRR K4 P3~a 
WrV?J'*c B,-» v. i jui.-i.yi mji ft. 


i Seecnrf day. Smbatrm man toss 
ZMEMJWE - Rnt brings 
lOwemghc 25 $ tor Q 

t* Bowerc Ste*ran 01 Whea 1 X 2 

f3fi5 mta, 331 (Mfe, 12 ftwsl 

P A Strang c.TUftiefl b Stanwou 38 

<108 nwi. 69 baft. 7 faun) 

H H Streak b MuflaSy 19 

(70 min. SOtofe 2 hunt 

B C Strang rot out i 4 

(45 non, 2 bafc, 1 ftjwr} 

H K Oon©] C t> Tufnen — q 

<2 mm. 4 tmta) 

Extra* flb4,wlnb33» 20 

Wat (335 mta, 13ZB ov*r*} _3» 

O 2 - 0 - 2 -Q 2 -Q- 13 - 1 J; Ooo 0 i 25 - 4 -BM 


Wfi. wU (&3-13-1 40-1&0 5vtil&0 
-W-ISO 2-0-1OO 50-17-0): Stvamood 
fnbS 14^250^-145-13-3- 
0-1 S-1-13-1J: Craft 44-1S-77-3 <5-1-16- 
0 11-4-22-1 12-6-7-2 3000 3-3-90 
50-14-0); WMK 26*4-750 ^(nb3) 
(3000 40-190 8-2-190 40-180 
78-2-12-2). 

Pra^wra; Rat d*je 60: 71 nil, 1&3 
nets. JOOt lid nan, 27.4 overs. Unefc- 
mi gj Ftower3<, Campbe* 7Q)30«iara. 
IgOt 177mi\ «^ows. 200! 244 mh. 
M omx. 200O.tHwjjfian. 33. A 
Rw« 3U 60 »n. New ba tew aftar 
84 cwn at 2420. 250: 338 min, 850m. . 
Ckrae 2S&6 (A Rtraar 58, P SmroQI 82 
am SMsoad <a*r. soa 419 ram, 1004 
omUiiefi: 337;? (A Hwkt 94, Streak 
3) 128 own. 360: 507 mm. 1310m. 
inm® darao uopm. 

Caavbitt 50s 74 trin. 72 bal*. « torn. 

A HoaarltSO-: 353aHn. 139 befa, e&n. 
«»!341iwU13B8as.l01bu». - 


ENGLAND - Rist toning* 

N v Knight not out _29 

(57 min, 43 balk. 4 ibars) ' 

■H A Amenon Smt b PS&sng'. J6 

157 mitt. 43 boh, 2 Hus) . 

extras fr*aj...I— — ! !. — ^ 3 

"fctaf (tor 1, 57 min, 135 rnn) 48 

M 1-48 (ABmwm. . 
T6h#fetAJSlawn,NHussatn,Gp-Dw- 
P*r-l PtofwJI D B'Crott D Gout*. A 
0 Mutogy. Zt ft Stowmod. PCRtSwB. 

80010; P StotglMfl; Otaf 3r 

0-100 (null loo# spM each). 
Progrmsacoorf day: toa 48-1 OWgit 
29) 135 ocn. Rato antfMgpt»h«tad 
«Bart attar, tw. Play atan&ita at 
. 435 pm. 

. U rotiMt HSDuwieand 10 Bobnain ru 
raptor totowtoRSTWanradiraterea: 
HanuatottStotfL 


J.Dp;.in - 7: 5(> 7 Tip 

Hong Kong - 27p 65p 

Nigeria - 50p El.lOo 
Pakistan • 70p C.i.2Gp 
!3;:no!arieih - SCp E1.26p 

Discounted rates are available 
to a further 233 destinations. 
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